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ONE DAY ITLL MAKE SENSE ! 


Let me be honest about a few things at the 
beginning of No. 9. First of all I like to 
say thank you, I was not sure what kind of 
feedback this zine is getting, I believed in 
this idea because it is not an autobiography 
or even a memoir. It’s not a work of 
conservation, a part of history, or a written 
discussion about lifestyle or environmen- 
tal issues. It’s not planned as a exposition 
of some sort of philosophy. It’s no polemic 
and definitely no poetry. For me it was just 
to write down things I heard and felt, 
because so many people had 
asked me to do so. Like an ugly 
street dog who hears more than 
he will ever let you know, which 
you can see the ears of one 
breed, the jowls of another, and 
so on. I never expected such a 
big feedback and interest. I get 
bombed with letters from all 
over the world, no joke from 
Philippines to India to Brazil to 
Finland to Portugal to Great 
Britain and Russia - I don’t want 
to sound arrogant by listing 
these names, it just makes me a 
little bit sentimental I have to 
say, because I never expected 
such a big feedback, and outside 
of some of these rich or middle 
class student circles, especially 
in Germany nobody ever said 
anything negativ, basically 
showered us with praise. Oh 
right here, I guess it’s time to 
give these folks just one thing 
to remember - it’s better to be 
hated than ignored! And I 
always loved to be hated 
because it makes it always 
easier to know who is friend or foe and 
this is the only thing what matters in the 
end isn’t it. These people will never und- 
erstand us anyway and I guess this is good 
in some ways, it doesn’t matter how hard 
they try to be, because on the end it will 
always be us versus them. The last issue 
is almost sold out again when No. 9 is 
going to print so what more could I ask. 
Thank you for the support of the thoughts 
behind Over The Edge. Let’s get deeper 
into the new number - we had a couple 
problems to get the stories we wanted to, 
for example it was impossible to get 
together with Hatebreed and when they 
called finally after months I had to say 
we re set already, but big deal I guess we're 
not the only ones and they coming anyway 
soon over to tour at least Europe. We were 
also thinking of doing a small talk with 
Rich Birkenhead ex Underdog and 
probably more known these days as the 


frontman of Into Another, because of the 
overnight come back of Underdog, I don’t 
know how many times I told him when we 
met, to get Underdog back together and I 
always got a nice smile in return, well- we 
will see what happens with this. Anyway 
in this issue we got for example ENSIGN 
and we've been talking with Tim. I know 
him for a long time, from the days when 
he was one of the chosen few of S.0.1.A’s 
crew and tried a side project later called 
H20 but basically with ENSIGN he found 


his own way and way more honesty and 
for me I have to say that the last release is 
way overlooked. Tim is anyway a nice 
partner to talk to, since he saw not just his 
hometown over the years. DROPKICK 
MURPHY’S is for me one of the really 
nice surprises with their fresh music and 
mix of styles they bring together, when I 
meet them the first time they turned out to 
be really nice and honest people - I guess 
this is more than enough reason to get this 
done in this issue. BLOOD FOR BLOOD 
for my part came out of the middle of 
nowhere like a thunderstorm and before I 
realised that the full length is something 
impressive they already came at us with a 
new 7”and a month later I heard they were 
going in the studio to record their new full 
length, and before we have the chance to 
print this issue they played the new full 
length already to me on my tape deck, pull 
on some warm clothes kids, Boston is back 


on the map. After the advance tape and 
finally the full length coming on the 
market, I guess it was essential that we had 
to have a story with the band of the 
moment, SPEAK 714, the band around 
Dan O'Mahoney (ex No For An Answer, 
411 and Carry Nation just to name some 
known bands), Joe D. Foster (ex Unity, 
Ignite) and conversation about the meaning 
of life or whatever. Beside this Tommy Boy 
had some fond remembering of the days, 
when he lived in Belgium, for a while, and 
the guys of SPIRIT OF YOUTH in this 
sense. When they release the split cd 
with One King Down, they surprised me 
and everybody else - at least the ones 
that gave this cd a chance so far, with 
their dynamic style and after a couple 
of friends told me how much they liked 
SPIRIT OF YOUTH - which really 
surprised me especially to hear this from 
these folks, I was sure that we had to 
get some words with them. The small 
talk with REAL, was anyway a question 
of honour, seeing as they’re our home 
boys and definitely something special - 
not just with the style of music they’re 
presenting, so you better keep your eyes 
open. I believe easily I could say the 
same words over SHORTAGE at this 
point with the little but not really 
important difference of age. The story 
with AIRADO is basically more of the 
same with the little difference in that 
AIRADO is coming from a background 
of more known bands such as 
DISRESPECT,PROOF,CHARLEYS 
WAR and I believe I can say also 
KICKBACK and is basically more 
proof that Berlin is probably the craziest 
city in Europe with an explosion of 
creative bands falling from all over, no 
wonder that there will be another Berlin 
comp. coming out that will definitely make 
you forget all the New York comps, no 
joke. The small talk with Mike - more 
known as Mike War - I had, was more to 
talk with somebody on a private level over 
things in and around what you call 
hardcore, with a person who is just what 
he is, as simple as it is and for some of you 
was just gone for a while. Well to come to 
an end, you'll find some thoughts about 
various subjects, as usual, as well as a story 
regarding the McMurder campaign, and 
the censorship in the comic scene in 
Germany. Have fun and thank you for 
supporting us and don’t forget we're just 
here because of you and to support you, 
whatever that means 
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Jumping straight into the news section, 
lets create some monsters for your 
friends again ... as usual there is the full 
circle of comings and goings in the 
circle of underground music. Brooklyn 
band SHUTDOWN have their new full 
length on Victory, entitled ’Against All 
Odds”. Well a couple bands called it 
the day again, one of the bands most 
of you probably will miss is STRIFE 
from California. After a couple back 
and _ forwards DROPKICK 
MURPHY'‘S are back with a their new 
frontman and guess who it is Al from 
the BRUISERS is the new singer for 
the MURPHY‘S well the bad news is 
on that that their will be new 
BRUISERS no more. After a lot of 
roomers finally MERAUDER is back 
with a new vocalist at least with a new 
demo the new front man is Eddy 
Leeway for my taste it sounds at least 
intressting even a couple of you hard 
knoxed guys probably don’t can see 
this happend. DAMNATION A.D. 
finished their new release and it will 
be release on 
Revelation or 
should I say 
maybe, because it 
dosn’t look to 
sure for a while 
that that the new 
MORNG 
AGAIN full 
lenght will finally 
happend on 
Revelation 
because 
Revelation dosn’t 
want to do the 
Harder bands 
under this label 
they rather like to 
see these bands on their sub label 
Crissis I don’t know anyway for 
MORNIG AGAIN it is now for sure 
that they will be on REV ....Also the 
world isn’t looking to well for IGNITE 
these days after Casey left the band 
finally Jody Foster the main song writer 
left the band and now they looking also 
for a Major record deal as it looks right 
now they talking to Mercury. The band 
carousel in the big apple turns another 
page, as SUBZERO split up, because 
drummer Lou is joining the NYHC 
formation SKARHEAD - looks like 
SKARHEAD tries to 
break the record of WARZONE, with 
having half of the whole of NYC in the 
line up. New Jersys BOUND will 


NUMB 


release their mini cd “Vanity wins the war”, 
after two releases on Spiritfall they now have 
their first European deal through March 
Through. BOY SETS FIRE will be releasing 
their new mini cd on Initial and are getting 
ready for their first European tour sometime 
in the late Spring. Germany’s SURFACE are 
working on their first full length and are 
scheduled to record in September. VEIL 
signed to Kingfisher for their new upcoming 
full length, I guess it will be out by the time 
you read this. New York Bulldog SHEER 
TERROR played their last shows in the US 
after 13 years. They played a final tour 
consisting of 13 shows and at the 13th show 
they also played with 13 bands, a nice idea to 
end the SHEER TERROR story. They will 
also come over to Europe to end everything 
for all the fans, with 13 shows in the second 
week of July - they will play a couple of big 
festivals as well in this period such as Full 
Force, Dour, Schweinfurt Festival and one in 
Oberwart. You'd better take this chance to see 
the last round of the ugly bulldog, because Paul 
said that he is working on a new project that 
will probably come out on Victory. The new 


25 TA LIFE 


project is going to be a mix between Rose 
Tattoo and the old ‘Terror sound. 
MADBALL finished their recordings for 
the June release of “That was then, this is 
now’, to be released on Roadrunner again. 
The New York Hardest Compilation strikes 
back with No.II, with 25 TA LIFE, 
STEALTH (featuring Daryl of the Bad 
Brains) REACH (featuring Rich ex- 
S.O.1.A.), SKARHEAD, ~~ SFA, 
INDECISION and many more. No. III is 
scheduled already for the upcoming Sum- 
mer, this album will contain two new 
unreleased tracks from the following bands 
- SICK OF IT ALL, H20, MURPHYS 
LAW, SUBZERO CROWN OF 
THORNZ, ENSIGN and many more. 
Some really good news is that RYKERS 
changed over to Century Media and left 
Warner, they've been working on some 
new material as well as a line-up change 
over on the second guitar, with old guitar 
player Tim leaving the band. The 
Eindhoven street dogs TECH 9 changed 
their label, the new album will be released 
on I Scream, it is supposed to be coming 
out around May time. After the Japan Tour 
that was sold out all over, The BUSINESS 
turned over to California on the way back 
to Motherland for a couple shows, at the 
Whiskey A Go Go club in LA, which has 
a bad name for many business-wise 
anyway, nobody really cared so far and 
they played there anyway. Then the band 
found out that they had to give 25 % of the 
merch money to the venue and stuff like, 
and didn’t agree to it, so that the promoter 
wanted to stop the show and get the BUSI- 
NESS off the stage with the help of the 
security. It didn’t exactly work out because 
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too many friends had been hanging out 
with them, and the audience was maybe 
ready to support them. Not willing to have 
a big riot going or the club smashed he let 
the BUSINESS continue so they played 
their show, telling the 
people that they are just 
continuing because of 
the people who paid and 
probably wouldn't 
get the money back if they 
didn’t play their set, 
besides this Mickey 
badmouthed the club and 
told the crew not to go to 
the shows here anymore. 
In the end nothing 
happened and it turned out 
to be a great show, but the 
BUSINESS refused to 
play there anymore - but 
they don’t have to care 
about it because they’ve 
been banned from the 
Whiskey. Banned from the 
Whiskey - SO WHAT!. Af- 
ter DESPAIR broke up a while ago, 
the drummer is now playing for 
HATEBREED. The Belgian band OUT 
FOR BLOOD called it a day and the 
members have already got new bands 
going, but they are already planning shows 
together again. For those who don’t know 
till today SNAPCASE is back together 
again after trying other stuff that obviously 
didn’t satisfy them and they will come over 
to Europe to play a couple shows as well 
some festivals in July. A small tour is 
scheduled for August /September hopfully 
they will carry the banner, and in the last 
conversation I had with Darryl he also told 
me about another line up change over but 
it will not affect the band 
DEMONSPEED from NYC are releasing 
a 7’on Black Pumpkin and their debut cd 
is out on the same lable, cool rocking ‘core 
that should be popular. ENSIGN is 
looking for a new second guitar player 
because Mike Hartsfield ex New Age label 
boss left the band again. BEATDOWN 
had a line-up change on the bass guitar a 
while ago, back to the old one (ex 
LUZIFER’S MOB) and besides this they 
are writing new material and planning to 
record their first full length, entitled Blood 
& Tears”. They recently played their Ber- 
lin debut show along with MIOZAN and 
went down a storm! HARSH TRUTH is 
a new project from René and Patrick ex 
SPAWN. London label Household name - 
who brought us the UK hardcore sampler 
a few months ago, has some cool releases 


planned, firstly a full length from HARD 
TO SWALLOW, and also a split Ip with 
INDECISION and KNUCKLEDUST, 
look out for that one. Liverpool band 
WITHDRAWN have switched labels to 


Days Of Fury, and will be releasing a cd 
soon featuring new vocalist Lecky of 
VOORHEES.THE ENKINDELS will 
release their new LP/CD “Buzzlip 2000” 
in June as well as INK & DAGGER who 
will release their new LP/CD “Return of 
the original sinners”, both on Initial. NINE 
from Sweden is in the process of working 
with Burning Heart for their next release. 
If anybody still wonders why they jumped 
off the tour one day before the tour started 
with BATTERY, it was because one of 
them would lose his job if he would left, 
it’s just bad that he found that out a day 
before tour started, that took away the 
chance of somebody else maybe joining 
the tour. Also coming up on Burning Heart 
is a DROPKICK MURPHYS cd that will 
compile all their early singles. OS 101 is 
planning to tour Europe. Talking about 
Resurrection A.D., they are currently 
working with POWERHOUSE on re- 
releasing the “Pandemonium” ep on cd 
with some bonus tracks.Sure Hand records 
had some delays recently as the moved 
from Bradford to Sheffield, but the debut 
cd from CANVAS should be out any day. 
Berlin band ONE STEP BEYOND had a 
couple of line-up changes but and have 
released their first cd on S.T.C. records, 
the new frontman Nicko is just a little bit 
unhappy because of the fact that he didn’t 
have a chance to influence the first release 
too much. John Joseph ex CRO-MAGS 
and AJ ex LEEWAY are BOTH - 

WORLDS and they finally finished their 


recordings and it is for sure, it will be 
released now on Roadrunner in Mach. 
They got some helping hands on two songs 
from Keith ex LIFE OF AGONY and 
Chaka of ORANGE 9MM.,, the album title 
will be “Memory Rendered 
Visible”. BETTER 

THAN A THOUSAND 
also finished the 
recordings for the new 
full length but there is no 
release date set because 
of legal problems with 
Ray and the label where 
he is signed as 
SHELTER front man, 
Roadrunner. It looks like 
SHELTER will take a 
creative break and so 
Ray will concentrate on 
working with BETTER 
THAN A THOUSAND 
for a while. A brand new 
med / 7” will be released 
by BETTER THAN A 
THOUSAND in the next 
month in Germany on Grapes Of Wrath 
and what I heard so far on tape was killer. 
BOB TILTON should have recorded a 
new ep for Subjugation by the time you 
read this, also coming out on the same label 
is the debut record from IMBISS and 
someting new from TRIBUTE. 
CULTURE is releasing their new full 
length on Good life in April/May and are 
reissuing their split with KINDRED in the 
U.S. on Toy Box. The story continues with 
the new band of Joe D. Foster (IGNITE) 
and Dan O Mahoney (ex-NO FOR AN 
ANSWER) they had to change the band 
name one more time from SPEAK to 
SPEAK 714 because their was already a 
band called SPEAK with the rights to the 
name, I never heard of this band! Besides 
this little problem it looks like Joe D Foster 
is no longer in the band and he’s trying to 
get UNITY back together in the original 
line up, just to record one release. SPIRIT 
OF YOUTH is going in the studio to 
release their second full length this time 
on Good Life. Todd Hamilton ex WAR- 
ZONE is after the untimely end of WAR- 
ZONE back to DISTRICT 9. INFRONT 
from Berlin had a couple of line up 
changes, Matze ex-CROSSPOINT has 
taken over the vocal duties, you can check 
out their new material, on the up-coming 
compilation “Never Be Tamed II” from 
none other than Mad Mob, this is the se- 
cond ina series of Berlin samplers, the first 
was sold out a while ago. Besides 
INFRONT you will find new and 


a EXPLOITED 


acts 


f 


unreleased tracks from bands like 
DISRESPECT, AIRADO, MAKAOS, 
REAL, PUNISHABLE ACT, HASRET 
SHORTAGE, TREADMILL, BEATS- 
TEAKS, BLOODSHOT, and many more, 
you'd better get this documentation of the 
Berlin Hardcore Scene. Just out is the debut 
med of REAL, Berlin’s answer to the likes 
of Shift, Quicksand etc. They had a record 
release party in Berlin’s SO36 alongside 
SHORTAGE and ONE STEP BEYOND 
with over 450 people checking the bands out, 
how’s that for a strong local scene?! One of 
Berlin’s most brutal noise bands is 
STALKER, they have a 7” out right now I 
believe, drummer Carsten had some terrible 
luck when some idiot broke into a club where 
the band had played a show the night before, 
and set fire to his drum 
kit, some things I guess 
I’ll never understand... 
On the one end, you 
have all the new bands, 
and on the other you 
have the bands calling it 
a day, Victory’s CAST 
IRON HIKE is one of 
them. After the great 


release of THE 
SUBMISSIVES, 
Honest Don’s is 


releasing the DIESEL 
BOYS second full 
length, “Venus Envy”. 
SICK OF IT ALL is 
off their major label and signed to Fat Wreck 
as far as I know their lawyers are still talking 
when I wrote the news but everything looks 
positive. There have been a couple of 
rumours over here about S.O.1.A. one of 


them was that Pete and Armand died in a car 

was just a rumour and a pretty dumb one too 

especially because it was sent out via TV. 
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the band features now two members of 
CIRCLE STORM. Talking about new 
releases ICEBURN is releasing their new “Po- 
wer of the Lion “ cd on Revelation Distributi- 
on too. Since so many people are starting to 
write about Punk Rock and it goes really well, 
Revelation Books is publishing “All Ages”, 
reflections on the Straight Edge scene, taking 
an in-depth look at the third wave of Ameri- 
can Hardcore - the music that borrowed from 
the likes of Slapshot, Minor Threat, Black 
flag and SSD featuring interviews with 
members of bands such as like Youth of 
Today, Bold, Underdog, Judge, the Gorilla’s 
and No For Answer and so on - some people 
say the years hardcore turned to normalization. 
Since 86, Santa Cruz's GOOD RIDDANCE 
has been a twist on the sterotypical Californian 
punk sound, with their new production 
“Ballads from the Revolution” they continue 
keeping their standards high on Fat Records. 
Kassels BRIGHTSIDE finished their 
recording to their next full lenght on L&F, it 
should be released in April. MIOZAN is going 
to record their new Full - Length in April and 
they been working right now also just as a four 
piece. The POLARIS Ip has finally come out, 
appropriately titled ’Belated” since it has been 
due out for something like two years! A side 
project of drummer Neil and HEADACHE 
bassist Seth is known as SOLANKI (named 
after their old landlord), they have a 10” 
coming out soon hopefully on Flat Earth 
records. Flat Earth main man Sned has his own 
new band going called JOHN HOLMES also 
featuring Gords of HARD TO SWALLOW 
and Bri and Dale both ex- MANFAT, an Ip 
shold be out within the next few months. Bri 
also had some sad news in that Mark, ex 
drummer of REVOLT died in a drug related 
incident. More news coming from the house 
of Initial, they will release a couple of 7”s from 
ELLIOTT, DESPAIR, SLUGFEST live and 
a split between THE ENKINDLES and GET 
UP KIDS. Oh shit before I forget 

METROSCHIFTER is also doing a split 7” 
with THE SHIPPING NEWS on Initial. 
CONTRITION is releasing their 11 song full 
length in April on March Through. Damian ex 
MORNING AGAIN shouter and known as 
front man of the band CULTURE has a new 
side project with some CULTURE members 
and the bass player of HOT WATER MUSIC 
they will release a 5 song mcd on Good Life in 
the next month under the name AS FRINDS 
RUST. Against The Stream is no longer 
existant. On the 19th of March Rainer decided 
to close the book. The reasons for this decision 
are manyfold, and as usual people not paying 
their ads, and all the bullshit you have to deal 
with if you try to make things happen in this 
scene. A cool newish zine from England is 
called *Insignificant” and issue #2 came out 
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just recently, it is the size of a 7” booklet 
and also comes with a 7” of U.S. band 
EVOL. Probably one of the heaviest 
bands to make a mark on last year over 
here in Europe at least was MORNING 
AGAIN and they finished recording their 
new full length. It was due to come out on 
Revelation but it looks like there are some 
doubts as to if it will be on Rev. Anyway 
to fire you up, they will come over in Sep- 
tember to tour Europe. The new side 
project out of the ashes of PROOF and 
some members of DISRESPECT is called 
AIRADO, they finished the 
recording of their first mcd, 
one song from _ this 
recording will be on the up 
and coming “Never Be 
Tamed II”. Talking about 
DISRESPECT as it looks 
right now they are planning 
to release their first full 
length around the end of 
August. Empty records is 
releasing the new band of 
Sean Croghan ex 
CRACKERBASH, called 
J.R. HIGH, the Ip/ cd will 
be out in April and called 
“Killer of Friendship”. A 
new release with past and current members 
of SERPICO and THREE STEPS UP is 
called DARIEN and that will be out as a 
7’ on Allied. Vermiform is putting out a 
new compilation with the name “Fruited 
Other Surface” with bands like AMPS 
FOR CHRIST, DROP DEAD, 
SINKING BODY, MEN‘S RECOVERY 
PROJECT. Talking about MEN‘S 
RECOVERY PROJECT, they released 
their first cd on Vinyl Communications, 
59 songs spanning the last 50 month, 
including various out of print 7”s. 
BACKFIRE’s second Kingfisher release 
is a mcd that includes one new song and 
four covers from SIDE BY SIDE, CRO- 
MAGS, WARZONE and SLAYER with 
a guest appearance on guitar by Joost from 
CONGRESS and LIAR, it should be out 
in May. talking about Kingfisher our old 
friends TURMOIL are set to go in the 
studio to record their second full length 


album. The swedish punk outfit SKINT is 
planning to release their first full length, 
besides this they’ve adopted a new member 
in the band from the Ska Band THE 
GANGSTER. BOVVER ‘96 after a 
couple 7’s and compilation tracks on the 
known compilation ’Punks,Skins & Her- 
berts”. Good Life Recordings will be 
releasing the Ip/ cd of the new 
COMIN‘CORRECT album, containing 
at least one song not on the U.S. Pressing. 
German band DOWN TO REALITY 
release a 6 song mcd “The last breath” on 


L&F. As it looks IGNITE is continuing 
with Zoli and Brett and two new members, 
they're looking for a new deal once again 
and this time it is in direction of the majors. 
The SUMMER MADNESS festival 
couldn't get a good place for this year so it 
will not take place, we hope for a better 
option next year. But besides this the Mid- 
summer hardcore party in Belgium and 
Holland will take place around the 13th and 


14th of June with bands like 
HATEBREED, BATTERY, 
BLOODLET, BETTER THAN A 
THOUSAND ad DROPKICK 
MURPHYS all these bands will also play 
on this year’s Dynamo Open Air as well 
a THE MISFITS, AGNOSTIC 
FRONT and RIGHT DIRECTION and 
a couple of others. Talking about both 
legends, THE MISFITS will come over 
for a European Tour in June as well as 
AGNOSTIC FRONT who are coming 
over to present their long awaited new full 
length. The south German bulldozer 
GROWING MOVEMNT is planning 
to play a couple more shows, if these 
will be the last ones who 
knows. DAMNATION A.D. is talking 
to a couple labels right now for their 
new upcoming full length. A new 
signing for Victory is those death 
metallers ALL OUT WAR. Oh shit the 
other day I got a tape of the new RAW 
POWER full length due out on Mad 
Mob. I believe most of you don’t know 
too much about these Italian old 
skoolers but they’ve been kicking 
around and getting me dan- 
cing years before NYHC 
started to go off. You better 
keep your eyes open for 
this one, definitely back to 
the power and fury of their 
early days. UNDERDOG 
are back together and 
playing some shows in the 
States and some live and 
unreleased material will be 
put out soon. It looks like 
they will hit Europe some 
time this year too. Well 
talking about 
UNDERDOG it is easy to get onto 
Richie’s other band INTO ANOTHER 
who finished their material and final mix 
for the new full length, not sure when it 
will come out or on_ which 


Eleven top fifty singles, an entry in the Guinness Book of Records for having had the most banned songs of all time, whatever this 
stands for may or may not be your idea of success, but one thing is for certain - he’s guaranteed to put a smile on your face, and kep 
generations of feet dancing to his ska beats. He played and recorded for a bit of a giggle with no intention of making a career in music! 
I believe he even turned out to be a hero of the working class skinhead cult that was re-emerging, for over twenty years. Dread himsel 


had been a skinhead first time around and celebrated this in songs like “The Last of the Skinheads” or the skinhead anthem “Bring 
Back The Skins”. When you think about what is acceptable today, it seems incredible that JUDGE DREAD’s music hall reggae could 
have caused the likes of Mary Whitehouse so many sleepless nights. A few days ago, over the age of fifty years old, JUDGE DREAD 
collapsed whilst performing onstage and was later diagnosed as having suffered a fatal heart attack. You could say that JUDGE 


DREAD died where he was most comfortable - on stage, being rude, and having a laugh. 


DROPKICK 


Although traditional Irish folk and oi! music may seem like an unusual mix of styles, Dropkick Murphys are 
living proof that can be done with amazing results, I remember hearing them for the first time with their track 
“Barroom Heroes” on the Hellcat compilation and realising that this was definitely a band to follow closely. 
Then came the chance to see them live when they played with the Mighty Mighty Bosstones at the end of last 
year, and the show confirmed that here is a great band in the making. As it happened, the chance of an interview 
came up and I agreed without hesitation, and I’m sure you'll agree after reading on that Dropkick Murphys are 


one of. the most 


I know you re not a new band but I guess 
most people only know you from the “Do 
Or Die” album, when did you get 
together? 

It’s probably two, two and a half years ago 
now, when we got together kind of as a 
joke, fooling around, trying to play covers 
and stuff, half of the band had never been 
in a band before. But the minute we started 
writing originals we started putting out our 
own records you know, we have about 
seven originals out in the States right now. 
The first was our split with the Ducky 
Boys, then we have our own seven inch 


exciting bands to _ hit 


the punk 


on Cyclone called “Fire and Brimstone”, 
that was just a thousand and it’s out of 
print. There was a seven inch on GMM 
records, then a split with the Anti Heros, 
and a split with the Bruisers. 

So after all those releases how did you 
get hooked up with Hellcat? 

The Swingin’ Utters from San Francisco, 
they are friends of ours since we were very 
first a band, some of our first shows were 
with them in Boston and they would 
always take our records home with them 
and give them out to friends, and they gave 
them to some of the people in Rancid who 


scene 


for a long while... 
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are involved in Hellcat. 

I was gonna ask how you got the 
Swingin’ Utters to be on your record... 
We've just known them for so long you 
know. Actually when I was just learning 
to play the bass, Dicky, the vocalist from 
The Freeze was teaching me, and he just 
asked what record I was listening to the 
most and “The Streets Of San Francisco” 
had just come out, I think like the first three 
or four songs I just learnt, to help teach 
myself. They've been really supportive of 
the band so we thought it was kind of fitting 
to have them on the record. 


And how did you get hooked up with 
all the bands you’ve done splits with? 
Basically, Bruisers are a local band we 
know so it was easy to hook up with them, 
Anti Heros we hooked up with through 
Mark from the Anti Heros runs GMM 
Records who had already put out a seven 
inch of ours. Ducky Boys are obviously 
friends of ours from Boston. Before 
anyone knew our name, the splits 
definitely helped get our name spread 
through people liking those other bands. 
You've been talking a lot about San 
Francisco, but I guess Boston is still the 
best town for you... 

Oh yeah, definitely! But San Francisco 
is kinda like ahome away from home for 
us because, because we were a full time 
touring band, bands from San Francisco 
pooled in their money from shows to pay 
for us to fly out and play. Then we also 
got to play three or four other shows in 
the area, that was our very first experience 
of playing shows outside Boston and 
places maybe an hour or two away. The 
people there have been really nice to us 
you know. Since then we've done the 
same for bands from San Francisco who 
are kinda small, had them flying to Bo- 
ston and set up a weeks worth of shows 
in Massachusetts and New York, and 
travel around with us. 

I want to ask you about the Boston 
scene too, obviously there was always 
a big hardcore scene there, now it 
seems like punk rock is coming out too. 
Well I don’t know, from what I could see, 
the hardcore scene around here basically 
destroyed itself through violence, there 
was really no connection between the two 
scenes. I’m 28 so when I grew up, my 
first shows were going to see bands like 
the F.U.’s and Jerry’s Kids and The 
Freeze and stuff, that was the hardcore 
scene back then. Most of the kids in Bo- 
ston don’t remember that stuff, the scene 
here is very young - which is good ‘cos 
that’s a sign that it’s gonna be around for 
a while. The band Showcase Showdown 
started playing a year or two before us, 
and kinda got the ball rolling and got the 
punk scene going, but it’s so hard for one 
band to carry a whole scene on their back. 
They were trying to bring bands from 
outta town, what happened was Showcase 
Showdown would end up playing twice 
a month.and if you’re not careful people 
will get sick of seeing you! Around that 
time us and.the-Ducky Boys started up 


MURPHYS 


and it just seemed like there was a new band 
every week and they were all really good. 
And do you have any contact with the 
straight edge scene there? 

Er, not so much actually, but we played 
the superbowl of hardcore in Washington 
DC a couple of weeks ago and we went 
over really good. We don’t have anything 
to do with the straight edge movement yet 
but for some reason a lot of straight edge 
kids do like us. Even though a lot of our 
songs are like drinking songs, we don’t 
actually glamourise drinking so we don’t 
really turn away the stright edge kids by 
our lyrics. 

On the one hand I can see you as a kind 
of drinking band, but on the other hand 
you have songs like “Barroom Heroes” 
and “Caught In A Jar” that are certainly 
not glamourising...how did those kind of 
lyrics come about? 

It’s just the reality of, I mean with alcohol 
and growing up around here there was great 
times involved with it, but I also had a lot 
of friends die because of it. It would be a 
pretty irresponsible thing to do and it just 
wouldn't be reality you know just talking 
about the good side of alcohol. That might 
be OK for college kids and stuff who've 
never grown up in a city and seen friends 
murdered or died, taking overdoses and 
stuff like that ... it’s just like a natural thing 
to talk about both sides of it. 

On the other side you've got like the 
band name and the shirts (Note - their 
t-shirt design is taken from Murphys 
beer)...I[s your favourite drink Murphys 
then? 

(laughs) Matt our drummer won’t drink 
anything but Murphys Irish Stout, the rest 
of the guys in the band aways preferred 
Budweiser I think, but Gang Green already 
stole that gimmick! 

Am I right in saying that all of the 
members of the band are from Irish 
descent? 

Yeah that’s right. 

Have you always featured the Irish 
heritage in your music and lyrics or is 
that something you've gradually 
introduced? 

No, we've done that from the beginning. 
You know it’s funny for us because when 
we first started the band we had songs like 
“Barroom Heroes”, that was one of our first 
songs, and I said I wonder if anyone will 
get that the songs sound a little Irish or 
whether they ‘Il just think that we’re a punk 
band and it’s amazing now, the first thing 


that anyone asks is about the Irish thing. 
We never really set out to cross the two 
but it just seemed so natural, our influences 
are so affected by Irish music and it’s 
almost harder for us to sit down and write 
a straight punk rock song than kind of an 
Irish singalong type of songs. 

Are you writing more songs using other 
instruments than the standard guitars, 
bass and drums? 

None of us can play other instruments, 
that’s all just friends, a way of getting our 
friends on the record and making it sound 
a little more interesting but we don’t want 
to get too crazy ‘cos we can't offer. that 
live. I think on the next record we'll 
probably throw in the same kind of thing 
on one or two songs. 

And will you rework any other 
traditional songs? 

I think so, I mean we enjoy doing 
“Finnegan’s Wake” so much and it’s 
amazing how many people, now that the 
records out, I knew it was traditionally a 
popular song but I can’t believe how many 
people who seem to know that song, so I 
think we'll do more of that. 

Something that made me laugh when I 
saw you, you invited a member of the 
audience to come on stage and do an 
Irish dance with you, does anyone 
actually get it right? 

In some places more than others people 
know how to do it! It’s hit or miss, and 
we ve decided that from now on if we 
invite someone up and they're that bad 
then during the song we're gonna have 
them thrown out of the club, ha ha! We've 
had some people give some pretty lame 
attempts. When we played in London we 
had about thirty kids up there, mohawks 
and everything and they all could do it 
pretty good. We need to play more dates 
in the UK, Scotland and Ireland if we 
wanna get people to do the Irish step 
dance. People in Boston can do it pretty 
good too! 

With the Irish community over there is 
there any hostility towards the English? 
No I don’t think so. Pretty much anyone I 
know that has those views is normally 
some like, 50’s generation Irish kid that 
just wants to find a gripe or something. 
Rick our guitarist is half English. Basically 
we're Irish, but we're Irish American, and 
I have no business in the politics of over 
there and I think if any of these people in 
America, like some of my family who are 
Irish have maybe a gripe with the English 


government. If you want to look at it that 
way then my god, I think every country in 
the world has a gripe with the American 
government! Our friend John, he plays the 
tin whistle and sings on our record, he’s from 
England and he gets up at our shows. In 
America, there’s none of that. In Boston 
which is probably the most heavily 
populated Irish immigration place in 
America you never hear of anything like 
that. 

Can you tell us a 
bit about the track 
“John Law” - it 
seems like in the 
detective films the 
good cop is always 
the old Irish guy... 
I guess normally in 
the movies they’re 
normally portrayed 
as the guy who, as 
soon as he takes his 
badge off, he’s a 
regularguy drinking 
at the bar. That’s 
kind of a similar 
version of what that 
song is about, it was 
written about a 
bunch of friends of 
ours but actually 
one in particular who’s my age, he’s a 
cop, married and has kids. He’s a 
regular guy who hangs out with us all 
in his free time and he’s out every 
night in the worst part of the city 
putting - in my opinion - his life on 
the line you know what I mean. He’s 
not one of those guys that harrass, he’s 
what I guess a cop should be, there to 
protect. We just figured that people 
like that needed a song written about 
them because anybody can write 
another “A.C.A.B.”, as a matter of fact 
just about every punk band I ever see 
tries to. We're not saying by any means that 
all cops are good, we’re just saying they're 
not all bastards you know. 

How did you enjoy your tour over here 
with the Bosstones? 

Well, it was OK, it was hit or miss, in most 
cities we weren’t announced, the posters 
would just say Mighty Mighty Bosstones so 
we'd hit the stage and start playing and it 
seemed like it took half the set for some 
people to figure out we weren't the 
Bosstones! At the time we came I don’t think 
we had a very big fan base in Europe 
anyway, but even if we had two or five or 
ten people at every show that knew who we 
were it would have been more helpful than 
having nobody. The way we look at it we 
got to play to five hundred to a thousand 
people a night and although they didn’t 


Dropkick Murphys 


know the songs by the end of the set they 
were clapping and they didn’t throw 
anything at us so maybe we made some 
new fans. 

And how did you work out that AC/DC 
cover song at the end of the set? 

The way that started was in Boston, we do 
that in the middle of another song 
“Skinhead on the NBTA”and when we 
play that in Boston and it comes to the 
breakdown part the kids started chanting 


Bo Pie 


oi! there, when that happened Rick our 
guitar player who’s an AC/DC fanatic said 
next time that happens I’m gonna go into 
the riff of “TNT”, it would be perfect. We 
had so much fun doing it, and it’s amazing 
sometimes we play that and we get some 
pretty blank stares it almost stops the show, 
they can’t understand why you're doing a 
heavy metal cover you know? 

Is being on Hellcat helping you and 
promoting the street punk scene right 
now? 

Well they don’t promote that scene at all, 
and I’m kinda glad that they don’t because 
it would seem like that would turn into a 
market. Right now Hellcat’s more like a 
ska label to me and we're just doing our 
own thing. They promote us but just as a 
band but they don’t promote the street punk 


scene. On the label I love the U.S.Bombs 
who are like a straight forward punk band 
to me and I love the traditional ska bands, 
we're just kind of on an anti ska campaign 
right now though. Having toured with the 
Bosstones and having a lot of people think 
that we're a ska band from being on 
Hellcat, I’m having a hard time with ska 
right now, ha ha! Maybe a few months from 
now I'll be able to listen to it again, but 
right now I can’t. The one thing that gets 
me down a little too, and 
this isn’t a knock at any of 
the bands or anything but, 
with ska’s popularity in 
America it seems like the 
next step is for people to 
look for some kind of oi! 
band and I don’t want it to 
make the oi! scene too safe 
or friendly, I hope that 
doesn’t happen. I think it’s 
more music for, I don’t 
want to call it working 
class America I just call it 
blue collar, hardworking 
people and there’s a lot of 
people in America that are 
from that background and 
there’s a lot of people to 
reach. A lot of people who 
could appreciate what 
we're saying and I don’t want to be 
disgraced by people making it a trend. It’s 
not a trend to us you know, it’s a life. I'd 
like to see a band like, with us or anybody 
else I don’t care, I’d like to see a band 
become popular without having their hand 
held by radio or MTV. 

From the other bands that you 
mentioned if there’s one band you would 
like to see make it big who would that 
be? 

That’s a real tough question! I’d have to 
say the Bruisers ‘cos they really haven't 
got the respect they deserve, in a lot of 
ways. Putting out records on a European 
label for all those years kind of left them 
not known in America. They’re well 
known in the north east, and now that 
they're getting out and touring America | 
hope they get the respect they deserve. The 
Bruisers was one of the first oi! bands I 
ever saw live. 

One final question, what else do you 
have planned then for this year? 

Well we've got 51 one shows in the next 
55 days with the Business, and if we’re 
still alive after that then we'll be setting 
our sights on Europe - that’s May/ June 
and after that we’re scheduled to record 
our next album in August. 
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With the release of their debut lp on Indecision, New Jersey band Ensign has for me definitely 
marked themselves out as an interesting band to watch out for, playing great tunes with a 
worthwhile message. Reason enough, then to have a conversation with vocalist and all-round 
nice guy Tim Shaw . 


Before you did Ensign, you toured with 
Sick Of It All as roadie for years - in 
that sense you had all the experience 
before your own band got to do it, how 
was that. 

Yeah, I did that for about six years. I went 
back and forth to Europe with them a 
couple of times, and as far as Japan. I knew 
those guys for a long time and one day I 
just started helping Pete out with guitar 
stuff and he said we're going out on tour, 
why don’t you come along as a guitar tech. 
Then it lasted that long. At one time we 
were touring for almost like a year straight, 
with maybe a couple of weeks off here and 
there. While I was working with Sick Of 
It All it didn’t even cross my mind to do 
my own band you know I always kinda 
wanted to but with being on the road all 
the time it wasn’t possible. 


So then, how did you decide to get 
Ensign together? 
Actually they formed, and had a different 


singer for about a month until I joined. | 
ran into the drummer and he said they were 
looking for a singer, I was still roadying 
for Sick Of It All so I kinda blew it out but 
when I got home after one of the last 
European tour I did, he called me up and 
said why don’t you just try out. I then joined 
the band, and did one last tour with Sick 
Of It All, that was the States, Europe and 
Japan, and after that I decided to have a try 
at making Ensign a full-time band. 


With Ensign, it seems like the people 
have all played in different bands before, 
so how did the line up come together? 
Well, the line up when Ensign first started 
was a lot different, we had people with dif- 
ferent ideas about what Ensign should 
sound like now - back then they sounded 
more like an early DC band, maybe like 
Rites Of Spring or something - we got Nate 
who was in Vision, to join the band and he 
was kind of the turning point where we 
started to sound like what we do now. Af- 


ter we did a United States tour, we realised 
that we weren't getting along with the first 
drummer so we kicked him out and got 
Ryan who was in Ten Yard Fight and Shift, 
and that was like the core of people in the 
band. Mike Hartsfield flew out - he was 
gonna play second guitar for us - he played 
a week’s worth of shows with us and 
everything seemed like it was working out, 
but then I guess there was just too much 
stuff going on in California, with him 
trying to close down New Age Records 
and trying to get that part of his life settled 
so he could move out to New Jersey and 
play for us. It never came to be, so we're 
back to a four piece now. 


Why did you chose him though, wasn’t 
there anybody who lived maybe a bit 
closer by? 

Well you know, I’ve known Mike for a 
long time and he was looking to be in a 
hardcore band, doing the kind of stuff that 
we were doing ... even though it seems 


wierd that we were on opposite coasts, we 
talked so frequently, we asked him and he 
seemed really into it, so it just seemed like 
a logical thing to try and get a really close 
friend in the band, someone you knew you 
could hang out with as opposed to 
somebody we didn’t know so well from 
New York or New Jersey or something. Plus 
it’s not really that easy to find good guitarists 
who are into the same thing as you and 
wanna do the same things as you. 


Do you find that there’s a lot of people in 
hardcore who play in more than one band 
now? 

Totally! I think especially drummers, theyre 
completely spread thin throughout hardcore 
which kinda sucks because any band you're 
in, you're gonna want that band to be a 
priority for all the members. Even with us, 
our bass player Nate, when he joined was 
still playing in Vision and it would be like I 
can’t do a show on that day ‘cos I’m with 
this band... He was still in Vision during the 
first tour that we did, and when we got home 
the guys in Vision called him up and told 
him you know, you either have to do Ensign 
or Vision and they saw that he was more 
into Ensign so they got a new bass player. It 
worked out because they got a 
new bass player who was more 
into what they were doing. Vi- 
sion are actually really good 
friends of ours though, I think 
we're doing a Summer tour 
with them in the States and 
that’s gonna be their first full 
tour of the United 
States. 


We talked a bit about Vision, 
a band Tim has known for a 
long time and is obviously 
pleased for them that they 
have returned with a full-on 
hardcore record that is finally 
getting them attention - OK 
back to Ensign, I think your Ip also 
surprised a lot of people in that it has a 
fairly west coast sound to it. 

I think the reason a lot of kids compare us 
with west coast bands like Insted or 
something like that ... we took elements of 
bands that we like, Insted, Gorilla Biscuits 
kinda with a melodic edge. But we also 
definitely throw in here and there a more 
east coast, like metal influence. We try to 
mix the two so it doesn’t sound disjointed 
or anything, but more like our own style. 


I still think you have a modern sound 
though, it’s not like you're just copying 
the youth crew type of bands... 
You mean like rewriting the Side By Side 
record over and over again! With the people 


in the band, I don’t think we could be 
satisfied with just writing a rehashed 
record. I think anybody can listen to the 
Side By Side record, the Chain Of 
Strength record and just copy the riffs and 
say this is our recod. 


Maybe a problem with that is that now 
it’s just too easy for bands to put out a 


I mean I remember when the 
first Rev stuff came out I 
could go into a store 
and buy a record 


record. I mean when you think back to 
like the first Revelation releases, every 
one of them was completely good 
quality and everybody knew it. 
It makes it hard now for kids to pick up 
on good hardcore 7”’s and 12”s. I mean I 
remember when the first Rev stuff came 
out I could go into a store and buy a record 
and I would know that this was gonna be 
good but now I can look at a record and I 
know it’s a hardcore record but I’m like 
is this gonna be good? Any band can put 
out the record themselves or get a friend 


to put out a record and it’s like every band 
in the world can put out a record and there’s 
so much hardcore out there that you have 
to weed through so much crap until you 
get to some of the good 
stuff. 


Did you spend a lot of time working on 
your album? 

What it was, we kind of set a target for 
ourselves, like we we're gonna record 
an Ip by this date. So we set a goal and 
then rehearsed like three or four times 
a week getting the songs and sound 
together. The place that we recorded at, 
Trax East in New Jersey, is becoming 
like the new Normandy studio (where 
bands like Judge recorded) on the east 
coast because all the hardcore bands are 
going and recording there. So you have 
to book your studio time six months to 
a year in advance. So we had the date 
set and just worked and worked until 
we had the 12” written. It was a lot of 
work but it was totally worth it because 
I like just about every song on the 
r e c 0 r d 


OK, and how did you come up with 
the title and the cover 
concept? 
When we were writing the 
songs I wrote one called 
“Direction Of Things To 
Come” and then we 
decided that it would be the 
title track or whatever you 
want to call it. 1 guess me 
and Nate were talking 
about like, as far as 
individuals and people 
growing up within the 
hardcore scene. It’s trying 
to say that as members of 
the hardcore scene, we 
have the power to see if it 
grows, or if the scene gets 
destroyed by you know, violence and 
all that bullshit, gang mentality 
sprouting up in the scene. “Dirction Of 
Things To Come” was just a way of 
saying that we hope those powers go in 
a direction of making the scene grow 
instead of in-fighting and bullshit. Dave 
who does Indecision came up with the 
compass idea, we came to his house on the 
last tour and he had like a mock up of what 
he thought the record should look like, and 
we thought the compass idea was 
awesome. Now it’s like people are getting 
the compass tattooed so it’s kind of taken 
over as our symbol. 


It’s interesting that you mention the 
gangs and violence ‘cos I was gonna ask 


about your lyrics - whereas most bands 
in the straight edge scene nowadays try 
to come across as dark or evil, you stick 
to the more positive side of things, was 
that intentional or did it just come out 
that way? 
I can say that it was probably intentional 
on my part but I didn’t really know it at 
the time. I was kinda looking around me 
when I was writing the lyrics, and no-one 
was really saying anything positive about 
the hardcore scene at the time, it was all 
doom and gloom, metal and all that. It’s 
fine ‘cos there’s a place for that and I like 
a lot of those extreme metal-hardcore 
bands, but at the same time I was looking 
back to how it was when I was a lot 
younger and the scene was everything to 
me, and if I didn’t have bands like Gorilla 
Biscuits with those kind of lyrics, I 
probably wouldn't have gotten much out 
of the hardcore scene. I decided that I was 
gonna take a stand and not just talk about 
how life is tough and life is fucked up you 
know, so I was like life is hard, but if you 
believe in yourself and believe in what's 
going on then you can persevere, and I’m 
trying to take that stance in a lot of songs. 
Like you said before with the bands doing 
the youth crew style again, more and more 
bands are changing their lyrics back to the 
positive thing, but at the time when our 
first 7” came out I don’t think 
many bands had that kind of 
me cients sie decgate 


The next thing I wanted to ask 
is about the New Jersey scene, 
it seems like bands such as you 
and Vision are putiing New 
Jersey back on the map. Do 
you see it as an extension of 
what’s going on in New York 
or a scene in it’s own right? 
Truthfully, I’ve live in New York 
for about nine years now but 
everybody else in the band lives 
in New Jersey. I’ve always more 
felt that the New York scene was 
made up of people from New York, 
Conneticut and Jersey coming together. So 
I think New Jersey does have it’s own 
scene and Conneticut has it’s own scene, 
but New York is the place where all those 
people come together for shows. The scene 
in the place we come from is probably the 
best it’s been in years, with a lot of new 
bands, and lots of kids coming out to the 
shows. Violence is almost non-existent 
‘cos a lot of the kids won't tolerate it any 
m C0) r © 


Is there still a lot of gang mentality going 
a r 0 u n d 2? 
Well we've played so many shows you 


know at home over the past couple of 
months and they’ve been packed sold out 
shows and there really hasn’t been any of 
that bullshit going on. I think a lot of that 
stuff is happening in the Midwest, actually 
the first time we were out on tour there 
were a lot fights and I couldn't believe it 
because there’s never been fights at 
California shows before. 


That kind of thing seems to be spreading 
to Europe too, with lots of zines writing 
about how cool violent dancing is and 
that kind of thing 

That’s so wierd to me, ‘cos I have this idea 
in my head of how the scene in Europe is 
from when I was there with Sick Of It All 
a few years ago. Packed shows and with 


all these kids there with Up Front and No 
For An Answer shirts totally into it, and 
now I read about all these fights going on 
at shows over there. In the time I was there 
I probably saw two fights out of four years 
of going to shows there. . The thing I don’t 
like though is the divisions in the scene, 
like when I got into it, it didn’t matter if it 
was either straight edge hardcore or the 
Exploited and now that doesn’t happen, 
there’s this dividing line. You don’t stray 
from the kind of music that you’re 
supposed to like! Through us touring with 
bands like Good Riddance and A.F.I. we're 
also getting the punk kids coming up front 
and singing along. I think that’s great that 


we can maybe turn some kids back onto 
hi beanie warcrl rojert ec © 


Do you see the scenes coming back 
together then? 
Honestly, as much as I'd like to see that 
happen I don’t think so. There’s a few 
certain bands like H20 are pulling all 
crowds together. I but I know a lot of bands 
that just wanna go out and play to a 
hundred kids all wearing basketball shirts! 
That’s not what we’re about, we're about 
playing shows to whoever wants to listen. 


One final question that brings me back 
to the theme of New York hardcore, and 
that is I’ve heard some of the new 
compilations labelled New York 


hardcore, and I’m wondering 
where did the typical New 
York sound of bands like 
Outburst and Absolution go?! 
It’s wierd, a lot of the new bands 
I don’t really listen to, and I don’t 
know there’s not a New York 
sound any more. I’m thinking 
bands like Killing Time and all 
that. Sick Of It All, and Madball 
and Agnostic Front are the only bands still 
playing that sound and they’re not new 
bands. There’s not really new bands 
coming up that are, not trying to rip them 
off or anything but just playing that ag- 
gressive really powerful New York 
hardcore. There’s a band from Long Island 
called Kill Your Idols and I'd definitely 
like, when I think of New York hardcore, 
that’s what I think of. Like what you'd hear 
coming from New York in ‘86. I remember 
hearing bands and being able to pick out 
the New York sound a mile away, 
Breakdown, Outburst and all those bands! 


CORE « TEX 


STORE AND MAILORDER 


{ 


deh ta WN a 


; _ Henrte CR 


Against All Authority 
“All Fall Down” 
Political “punk as fuck” ska 
from Florida 
Out Nowll! 


Also Available 

Webodys-Shart Songs...-cd/ip EFAIG415 
Wobodys-Smell Of Vietory-cd/ip EFAIS424 
Falling Sickness-Right On Time-cd/ip EFAIG414 


HARDCORE, PUNK, OI!, HIP 
HOP, GHETTO-METAL, WEGAN 
HAIRCOLORS, STUDS, ZINES, 
WEGETARIAN SHOES, VANS, 
BAND MERCHANDISE, RARI- 


TIES ... WE HAVE IT ALLI 


SEND $ 2.- OR IRE 'S 
FOR OUR NEW MAIL- 
ORDER ZINE WITH 
FREE CD. OUT IN 
JUNE 98! 


Nobodys 
“Greatasstits” 
51 songs of vinyl only, unre- 
leased and rare material. 
Out 3/24/98 


Out 2/17/98 


Complete Hopeless Calalegue 
Distributed by: 


DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE......... 
ONE THING DOSNT EFFECT THE OTHER 


If you don’t already know, then read on 
and you are going to find out about an 
amazing court case that has been going on 
in the U.K. and has attracted attention all 
over the world. The case concerns the “fast 
food” company McDonalds, and a case 
they took to court against two people, 
accusing them of providing false 
information against them by distributing 
leaflets. That case is now the longest- 
running in history ever, and is far from over 


It all began in 1985, when a small envi- 
ronmental organisation called London 
Greenpeace (not that one you know...) 
decided to hold an Anti-McDonalds Day 
on 16th October (and held that day every 
year since then) to highlight what they felt 
to be a company that symbolises 
everything wrong about corporate 
mentality. The following year, they 
published a 6 page leaflet entitled “What's 
wrong with McDonalds - Everything they 
don’t want you to know” - which attacked 
topics such as exploiting children in 
advertising, promoting an unhealthy diet, 
staff exploitation, ill treatment of animals 
and causing environmental damage. The 
front of the leaflet had a great cartoon 
picture on 

there, featuring 

a fat cigar 
smoking 
businessman 
with an evil 

grin, covering 

his face with a 
Ronald 
McDonald 
mask! Two 
people involved 
in London 
Greenpeace were 
Dave Morris and 
Helen Steel 
Although the.... 
leaflet contained 
mostly 
information you 
could just about 
guess yourself, it 
was important in 
that the people 
who got given 
them were 
forced... to think 
about what they 


were doing, where they were eating, just 
beginning to realise how strong 
consumer power actually is. Of course, 
a company like McDonalds runs on 
principles of attracting customers / 
consumers, so when such a leaflet 
appeared, it was important for them to 
take action against it. So they did it in 
the same way that they handled 
accusations from places like the BBC, 
the Guardian newspaper, Casio College 
and the New Leaf Tea Shop - they began 
to sue them. Their first action was to 
hire two companies of private 
detectives, and instructed them to 
infiltrate the London Greenpeace group, 
find out what is was, and find out who 
was in charge of printing and 
distributing the leaflets. Is this starting 
to sound like a bad b-movie spy story ? 
Well just read on, and always remember 
that this stuff is actually happening !! 
At the same time, McDonalds 
themselves published a leaflet, called 
“McFacts”, trying to provide 


explanations for the accusations in the 
other leaflet. 

Anyway, seven of these spies infiltrated 
the group, in order to collect information 
and evidence concerning them. 
Ironically, this even meant they would 


stand outside McDonalds distributing the 
leaflets! On a more sinister note 

they also followed group members home and 
and kept hold of letters sent to the group. One 
spy, Allan Claire broke into the offices to take 
photographs. So was all this spying 
successful? Well, yes in the sense that it gave 
McDonalds enough evidence to take five 
people to court over the leaflets. However, 
their plan backfired when one of the spies 
appeared in cour to give evidence AGAINST 
McDonalds, saying that she didn’t find 
anything wrong with the group. The five were 
given the choice to apologise to McDonalds 
and retract statements made in the leaflet, or 
go to court. Of those, Claire Steel and Dave 
Morris decided to stand up against 
McDonalds, and go to court, and the dramatic 
case started... 

In doing so, the two had taken a huge risk - it 
was previously unknown for any individuals 
to stand up in court against multinational 
giants ( and stand a chance of winning ), and 
they had the added difficulty of not having 
any public money to help them with the huge 
legal costs. Of course McDonalds were able 
to hire top lawyers to handle their side of the 
case. The McLibel Support Campaign was 
then introduced, where benefit events and 
donations from supporters would help with 
the financial costs for the pair. This way, over 


35,000 pounds from the general public was raised 
to help. As you will see, the struggle is far from 
finished, and at the end of the article you will find 
out what you can do to help in this David vs. Goli- 
ath type of battle. 

The first thing the McDonalds lawyer did was to 
ask that the case be only presented to a judge, 
without the need for a jury. The reason for this was 
that what was being argued was too complicated 
and scientific for normal people to understand . The 
judge agreed to this, despite the fact that Steel and 
Morris themselves didn’t exactly have science 
degrees !! What they did have to do, was to prove 
some how that the statements they made in the 
leaflet were either true, or a fair statement. They 
could only do this with witnesses or documentary 
sources - press and public statements are regarded 
as secondary sources and therefore nor good 
enough in British court systems. 

In March 1994, just as the court case was starting, 
McDonalds issued a new leaflet defending 
themselves and their actions, claiming they were 
taking action to stop people spreading lies about 
themselves. With this statement they made one of 
their many mistakes, as this meant they in court 
they had to prove that the statements in the Anti- 
McDonalds leaflet were all false, putting them just 
as much on the defensive as the pair. 

The first subject to be approached was nutrition - 
the leaflet protested against a claim from 
McDonalds in one of their publications saying 
“every time you eat McDonalds, you'll eat good 


nutritious food”. A defence witness stated that 
McDonalds concept of nutrition is meaningless 
- “you could eat a roll of sellotape as part of a 
balanced diet”. It seems that privately 
McDonalds even agreed with this message, as 
one of their internal company memos wrote that 
“We can’t really address or defend nutrition. We 
don't sell nutrition and people don’t come to 
McDonalds for nutrition.”. What’s more a 
McDonalds expert witness on cancer even 
admitted that one of the statements made in 
“What’s wrong with McDonalds” was very 
reasonable. 

At this point, McDonalds made a strange move, 
when they offered to meet the pair out of court, 
and make a large public donation if they agreed 
to never criticise McDonalds again. In return, 
they asked McDonalds to agree that they would 
never sue anyone who made similar claims. 
Of course, no-one agreed, and the case went 
back to court. 

The next issue was the claim that children in 
particular were tagets of advertising 
techniques. This wasn’t exactly difficult to 
prove correct, when part of the McDonalds 
Operation Manual was read out in court : 
“Ronald loves McDonalds and McDonalds 
food. And so do children because they love 
Ronald. Remember children exert a 
phenomenal influence when it comes to 
restaurant selection. This meands you should 


s 
CHICKEN SQUAWK 


When | walk into the store 
They sell the chickens by the score 
But eating dead birds just ain‘t for me 


| don’t eat roast beef or fish 
Porky Pig is not my dish 
Just go ahead and let your chickens be 


In chicken circles it’s Adolf Perdue 

Wants to feed featherless chickens to you 

1 don’t take orders from Colonel Sanders 
do you? 


1 don’t wanna eat no hens 
Not even every now or then 
Wanna let all the chickens be 


— Chorus 


Bawk, bawk, bawk 

Swing to the east and swing to the west 

Swing with the chickens you love best 

Come on down and do the chicken 
squawk with me 


Wishing Daffy lots of luck 
Cause Eimer Fudd’s a hunting duck 
They dreaming about their little fricassee 


And Bugs Bunny isa friend of mine 
Eating him I'd feel like Frankenstein 
Eating flesh seems pretty foul to me 


So on Thanksgiving or Christmas Eve 
Give them turkeys a reprieve 
Ain’t no turkey got to die for me 


Foghorn Leghorn wrote to me 

Say’s MDC's alright by me 

Cause we ali learned to let our chickens 
free 


— Chorus 


Lordy Jesus this must be the end 
They got us eating our cartoon friends 
Emancipate those little chicadees 


Swing to the east and swing to the west 
Swing with the chicken you love best 
Come and do the chicken squawk with me 


12-String guitar on Chicken Squawk 
played by David Dick of SF 
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Germanies most intense and intelligent outfit VEIL will release their first full lenght “Words vs. Nothing” for King 
Fisher on April 20the Right Direction will release a new full length album after one and a half year of silence. Be 
prepared for “To Right The Wrong” on April 20th. The new B.F.! “Choose My Own Path” mini album will see the 
light of day. This one will contain cover songs from Side By Side, Warzone, Cro Mags and Slayer. Pennsylvenia‘s 
Hardcore darlings Turmoil are ready to record their 2nd full lenght in March. Release date will be someday in 
August. ; 
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, e-mail: mail@medialogistics.com 
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do everything you can to appeal to children’s love 
for Ronald and McDonalds.” 

Following this, McDonalds once again tried and 
failed to make a settlement out of court, and things 
went on. 

Then came questions concerning employment 
practices. Evidence was heard from more than 30 
ex-employees, trade union officials and activists, 
and included matters like racism in the workplace, 
cooking in a kitchen flooded with sewage, watered 
down products, illegal hours worked, employing 
people under age, fake time cards and anti-union 
practices. 

In February 1996, Morris and Steel launched the 
McSpotlight internet site, stood outside a 
McDonalds store in central London. The website 
is of course still open today, and is where I got a 
lot of this information. 

citizens would succeed in standing in court against 
a corporate giant like McDonalds. This is such an 
important issue, as it shows that nobody should 
simply accept the state of affairs without question. 
For so long, it has been commonly assumed that 
the multinationals have as much control and 
authority as they want, seeing as no-one can stand 
in their way and oppose them. Not True, as has 
been proved here. 


And now, of course, it’s your turn! As I found out, 
there are also ways in which you can get involved 
in this campaign. First of all you can help the 
McLibel campaign directly, remember, nobody 
pays them so they rely on donations and so on. 
You could organise a benefit show for them, or 
buy some of the merchandise available, or simply 
spread the word about the whole thing. Encouraged 
by this, many people have successfully prevented 
McDonalds from opening new stores in their local 
area, by spreading leaflets, writing to newspapers 
and encouraging their communities for support. 
There is much more information about all this, I 
just wanted to give an introduction, and let more 
people know about this incredible case. 


To get involved, you can get more information 
directly from: McLibel Support Campaign, 5 
Caledonian Road, London N1 2DX, England. 
Phone/ Fax : ++44 (0)171 713 1269. 


....LO ADD : 

-finish articlexxx 

-McLibel address 

-McJob definition in Gen. X 

-what to do against new stores opening 
-stuff you can order 
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BLOOD FOR BLOOD 


Boston’s Blood For Blood seem to have hit the European scene by surpise, firstly with their 
devastating cd “Spit My Last Breath” and following that with their Victory Records debut ep 
“The Enemy”, revealing a brutal blend of metallic hardcore with groove and power. If you look 
a little closer you'll see that they cross the board when it comes to attracting crowds and friends, 
having members of the Bruisers on backing vocals and recording at the studio of Battery’s singer. 
As this pretty much ties in with our theme this issue of bringing punk and hardcore under one 
umbrella, it was time to catch up with the roots and present day position of Blood For Blood... 


Our first show was in August 1994, 
just a local show with a couple of 
local bands including a band called 
Reason Enough. We then had the 
“Hurt You” demo and then we put 
out a 7”, we wanted to wait until it 
was right to put out a cd. We came 
across Rich from Lost Disciple 
Records, he gave a fair deal and we 
knew we could work together to 
promote the cd. There wasn’t 
much as far as distribution is 
concerned with the first 7”, I 
pretty much took care of that, 
corresponding with kids and 
stuff like that. On the cd there 
are four bonus tracks, that are 
from the first demo. 


Your sound seems to include a 
lot of horror tones and melodies 
- one song has an intro from 
Friday 13th too, is that right? 


Correct. Rob is really into it and 
thinks it adds a different 
dimension to the band and you and 
many people have picked up on 
that and they seem to be positive 
on that. Show-wise the kids really 
get into those parts so it’s 
something we'll probably 
continue with it on the next 
album. 


Thinking of the lyrics and sound, 
and your friendship with bands 
like The Bruisers and Madball, 
that puts you into the tough guy 
corner - the lyrics talking about 
urban lifestyles and that kind of 
thing, but then people notice you 
also have a female in the band, does 
that confuse people? 

Firstly, she’s not in the band 
anymore. Rob and I write the lyrics 


and it’s something that, well Rob and I 
sort of had pretty hard lifestyle, growing 
up in the inner city projects and stuff like 
that, so it’s something that’s regardless 
of who else is in the band, male or 
female, the lyrics are just gonna come 
out the same way. Definitely people 
were surprised that there was a female 
in the band at one point in time, but for 


us she was just one of the members of 


the band. 
So she’s left the band now? 
Correct, we just got back from our U.S. 
tour with Stigmata and things just didn’t 
work out on the road so we called up 
our good friend Jan and he’s in the band 
now. He used to be in a band from Maine 
called Polyglot. 

With all these Boston bands coming 
out now, like you and The Bruisers, 
Dropkick Murphys, do you have the 


feeling that scene is coming back 
somehow? 

Definitely the Boston scene is on the 
rise and is probably bigger than it’s 
been in years, bands like In My Eyes, 
Reach For The Sky, Ten Yard Fight as 
well as the bands you mentioned. The 
scene is very big, when you get a scene 
as big as that it can also have its 
problems but it’s definitely on the 
T15e. 


With you mentioning bands like 
Ten Yard Fight, it seems like the 
regular scene and straight edge 
scene are close together, ‘cos they 
also had positive things to say 
about all aspects of the scene, how 
do you see it? 


Well, if you had asked me that 
question three or four months ago I 
would probably have said that the 
scene is real divided but recently 
when we got back from tour we 
played a big show, with Madball and 
Ten Yard Fight and In My Eyes, and 
it seemed like the whole crowd in 
Boston was into every band, 
everybody was dancing to 
everybody regardless of who it was. 
The kids have looked past that 
straight edge/non-straight edge 
thing, and they have accepted us, like 
the tough guy kids have accepted In 
My Eyes and Ten Yard 
Fight. 


So what are your future plans since 
you recorded the 7” for Victory ? 


The 7” came out in November of last 
year and it’s been doing really well. 
We’ve been writing a lot of songs and 
we re recording the new cd just before 
we come to Europe, it’s gonna be 


around 14 songs. That should come out in the first 
week of April, just when we get back from the 
European tour. 

With all those records out and tours that youve 
done it sounds like you're a pretty busy band, 
what do you do in the meantime? 


Well, we all work meaningless jobs just to get by, 
definitely the band is the main focus and that’s 
why we're always on the road or releasing 
something. I guess everybody has to work some 
sort of job to pay the 
bills. 


I know you played that show at the Victory 
store, the Bulldog, I heard stories of how great 
the show was but I also heard stuff about fights 
and stuff like that... 


We played the set and everything was fine until 
the last song, and I guess a fight broke out in the 
crowd and someone threw a bottle that missed the 
other person and hit our guitar player in the head 
and we basically stopped to see what was up, 
basically squash things over, make sure everything 
was all right, but it just escalated ... the majority 
of the kids in the crowd were just drunk, and they 
didn’t want to listen to anything, they just wanted 
to fight. That’s behind us now, we just want to get 
on with things. 


What kind of audience do you tend to 


attract? 

When we first started out it was primarily 
just a Madball type of crowd, that’s the first 
scene that we kind of established ourselves 
in. Then as we progressed as a band and 
released more material we started to play 
more shows with bands like the Bruisers or 
bands like the Ducky Boys, more punk 
bands, so lately we've been getting the punk 
kids to come in and also because weve done 
three or four dates with Earth Crisis and 
things like that, we’ve been getting the 
straight edge kids as well. Lately it’s pretty 
like a mixed bag you know. Definitely the 
goal with the new cd is to keep the hardcore 
kids with us, but at the same time getting 
more of the punk crowd involved. I think 
going to Europe with The Bruisers is gonna 
definitely help us get this kind of 
audience. 

Getting back to your lyrics, they come 
across as very frustrated with life and 
society, does this also involve any political 
beliefs? 

Sure, the band has political beliefs, but we 
don’t bring that into the music or the lyrics. 
Basically the whole point of Blood For 
Blood is you know, it’s our outlet, it’s our 
revenge on society. We try not to get into 
politics, the best way that we feel we can 
express ourselves is by writing about our own 
problems and experiences. 
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JAPAN SCENE REPORT 


The Japanese hardcore scene isn’t really anything new, with legendary bands like Gauze, $.0.B., Lipcream, 
GISM, right up to Zeni Geva recognised as top class acts for years already. Over the past couple of months I’ve 
come to notice a whole new wave of bands cropping up, influenced more by the New York stuff than anything 
else, especially with bands like 25 Ta Life and Next Step Up recently touring over there. So I asked my friend 
Yoshinori from Out Ta Bomb zine if he couldcome up with a scene report for me, my thanks go out to him, and 
read on to see what’s going on over there these days........ 


What's up ?! Yoshinori here from Out 
Ta Bomb distro/ fanzine, Natsuo and 
Suguro here from Numb! The scene 
in Tokyo is really great! We have lots 
of bands and shows every week. 
Here’s what’s goin’ on in Tokyo 
RL are Np - 

I don’t like to compare who’s better 
than who, but they're 
probably the best 
hardcore band around 
here, musically and 
lyrically for me. They 
play straight forward 
hardcore with a touch 
of Japanese 
influences. Sounds 
like Agnostic Front. 
They have been 
around since 1989 and 
got 4 demos so far and 
a 3 way split 7” with 
Comin’ Correct and Stormcore out 
now on Back Ta Basics. I’m glad 
they’re gonna be known by the people 
in other countries, thanks to Rick! 
Unfortunately they have just broken up 
and the singer started a new band 
called NO ONE RULES. You can 
check them out on the “Nothing But 
A Hardway” compilation cd. 
NUMB play heavy, brutal and aggres- 
sive hardcore with lots of breakdown, 
not unlike 25 Ta Life or Sub Zero. 
They’ve got a mini cd called “Roar 
365” out on Slam Records and a split 
7” with T.J. Maxx. They also appear 
on the “Hardcore Ball II” comp cd and 
“Nothing But A Hardway” so keep 
your eyes and ears open for these 
motherfuckers! They are talking to 
Time Served Records for their next 
release now. 

STATE CRAFT play heavy and mean 
metal. They got a mini cd called 


“Never Forget”, a split 7” with 
Standing Point out on Slam records and 
a mini cd coming soon on X Life 
Sentence X records from the USA, it’s 
awesome, get it when it’s out. 


PROTECT 
play fast, 
energetic, 
powerful and 
youthful old school style hardcore, 
Youth Of Today meets Shutdown and 
they still carry on the spirit. They got 
a demo out and a full length cd coming 
out soon on_ Straight Up 
records. 

SWITCH STYLE are a big band and 
probably the best known Japanese 
band in other countries. They play 
intense emotional hardcore like Strife 
or Refused. They got a 7” out on HG 
Fact and a mini cd on Win records. 
STINGER feature ex members of 
ESIP, Divided We Fall and Offside 


Trap, they got a 7” out on Handa and 
Company, they got a very original 
sound. 

Other bands worth looking out for 
include OFFSIDE TRAP, DIVIDED 
WE FALL, UP 
HOLD, DOWN 4 
LIFE, HYBRID, 
RELEASE 
ry Ee 
REBT Te. 
ETERNAL 
BROTHER- 
HOOD, ZONE 
ZERO 
BIRTHPLACE, 
AT ONE STROKE 
STROKE, DOWN 
FALL, CLINCH, 
GARPIKE, 
ENLINK, SUNS 
OWL and BENCH 
WARMER. There 
are tons of bands in 
Tokyo but it’s hard to 
follow them all. If we 
forgot 

anyone, sorry - it doesn’t mean we 
don’t like you! 

The next city with lots of stuff to check 
-—s Nagoya WITS 
END are from the ashes of Take Tha 
Lead, and are a great Nagoya hardcore 
band. They play raw, brutal and heavy 
hardcore. Check out their powerful live 
performance, sounds like Darkside 
NYC. They got a 7” out on Radical 
East, and are also on the “Nothing But 
A Hardway” compilation. 

INNER UNIT play emotional metal- 
lic hardcore with some singing vocals. 
They got a demo out and are also on 
“Nothing But A Hardway”. 

NOT A THING play positive 
energetic youthful old school style 
hardcore, and sound like Side By Side 


and Wide Awake. They are the only 
stright edge band in Japan (in my 
opinion). They got demos out and also 
appear on “Nothing But A Hardway”. 
DEVICE CHANGE play evil as fuck 
deathcore! They got a demo and a split 
7° with ONE LAST SIN out now on 
Answer records and another split 7” 
with COMIN’ CORRECT out soon, 
also on Answer. They are great, check 
em out! SWING ARM play metallic 
fast hatrdcore with a lot of Strife 
influences. Thier local scene is very 
nice, they are also on “Nothing But A 
Hardway” 
More bands in Nagoya to look out 
for include ELEMENTA 
TWEAK, SDS, DIVE, KNOCK- 
OUT, STAB 4 REASON, 
TOMORROW, POWER DIVE, 
OUT OF TOUCH, RESULT, NIC 
VIEW, WITHOUT LIMITJ 
MANIAC HIGH SENSE and 
FRAGMENT. Next are a couple off 
bands from Sendai and these 
include 
STRENGTH who play 
heavy brutal metalcore 
with negative lyrics, 
influenced by metal and 
hardcore. They got a 
demo and a split with 
Comin’ Correct and No 
Compromise out on 
Back Ta Basics. Also on 
“Hardcore Ball IT” and 
“Nothing But A 
Hardway”. Sounds like 
Merauder and Afters- 
hock HALF LIFE play emo 
national metallic hardcore, and 
have many releases out so far. They 
have just put a cd “Down Right” out 
on HG Fact and are also on both 
“Hardcore Ball IT” and “Nothing But 
A Hardway”. 
Over to Sapporo city, and we have the 
band SLANG, playing very fast and 
trypical Japanese style hardcore with 
Japanese lyrics, they have been around 
for 10 years! They are very active guys 
in the scene. They run Stright Up 
records, Club Counter Action and a 
record shop. Straight Up have put out 
FACE OF CHANGE cd (fast strong 
he like Youth Of Today, 7 Seconds, 
Uniform Choice) and NEXT STYLE 
(great emotional hardcore), the 
“Hardcore Ball II” compilation and up 


next is a PROTECT cd. If you are 
interested in their stuff, get in touch 
with them! 

- Hi, I’m Gun from T.J. MAXX. Il 
report the Western Japanese hardcore 
scene as much as I know. My town is 
Osaka (it’s the second largest city in 
Japan) and there is a rather large 
hardcore scene here, but it is very 
divided into smaller ones. This time 
I’m only reporting the bands strongly 
influenced by the east coast U.S. 
hardcore bands T.J. MAXX this is 
my band. It was formed in 1994, and 


is strongly influenced by 
late 80’s NY hardcore 
bands like Breakdown, 
Killing Time, Sheer Ter- 
ror, Cro.Mags, Agnostic 
Front etc. Our sound is old metallic 
hardcore, but it also includes the 
various NY. hardcore sounds like the 
bands mentioned. Some songs are very 
heavy and the others are a bit more in 
an oi! direction. SECOND TO 
NONE consist of fucking heavy and 
slow guitar riffs along with satanic 
gruff vocals (ha ha ha!!). Their mosh 
parts are very slow and nice to dance 
to. Sounds like All Out War, Next Step 
Up and Hatebreed. 
REASON OF HATEAt the beginning 
their sound was Integrity style - heavy, 
brutal and angry - but since some 
members changed, their sound is now 
against these negative words and 
messages. They changed to a more 
melodic, emotional type band, I think 
they are greatly influenced by 


Ebullition bands such as Born Against. 
Over in Kobe, there are also a couple 
of bands worth mentioning, for 
ce X a m p ] eC 
JOHN HOLMEZ - this is one of the 
oldest bands playing this type of 
sound. They are highly technical so 
they might sound more like thrash 
metal with a bit of a hip hop flavour. 
Recently the vocalist ‘sang’ a song and 
so it sometimes reminds me of V.O.D. 
This is a very good band. 
Dy | _N_G RR A o¢ HF 
They were formerly known as Age Li- 
mit 20. They changed vocalist so the 
band changed their name. I only know 
one of their songs, but it’s very nicely 
done and fucking brutal like Hatebreed 
or Fury Of Five. Finally, in Himeji 
we have MEANING OF LIFE - they 
are the only band that have a taste of 
late 80’s NY and NJ straight edge 
bands. Their sound is very emotional 
and sounds like Vision or Up 
Front. In Japan, it’s very hard 
to find this type of band. Very 
cool. So there you have 
it, about a thousand bands to 
watch out for and for a good 
overview of what's 
happening I really 
recommend that you check 
out the “Nothing But A 
Hardway” compilation, 
which contains many of the bands 
mentioned. OK here are a few 
addresses for you to note down and 
you should definitely take the time to 
write to some people over there and 
try out the bands yourselves!!. 
OUT TA BOMB c/o Yoshinori Oe, 1236-20 
Shimotomi, Tokorozawa, Saitama, 359 Ja- 
Ped Ny: 
SLANG / STRAIGHT UP Kowa Bld 2F, Min- 
ami-2, Nishi-1, Chuou-Ku, Sapporo City, 060 
Jap an. 
NUMB c/o Natsuo Kawase, 2-27-4-32 Nakai, 
Shinjukuku, Tokyo, Japan. 
SWITCH STYLE c/o You X Suck, 2-10-28 
Kamagaya, Kamagayashi, Chiba 273-01, Ja- 
an. 
W ITS END c/o Tsuzuki, 205 Sansala-A, 5-15 
Honen-Cho, Chikusa-Ku, Nagoya, Aichi 464, 


a 
JOHN HOLMEZ c/o Kohsei Hashimoto, 4-3- 


The TERROR oF normality ! 


I always heard this one sentence again and again 
when I was younger, I believe you heard this at least 
as much too, ,,Education is the key, try to walk on 
the bright side of life“. But be honest I didn’t care 
then and don’t give a fuck today, alright I’m not 
rich and I can’t be counted as a part of their middle 
class consumer society either, I have enough to get 
from A to B, O.K. I have to work like hell for this 
but at least I can look how I want to, and have a 
kind of choice if I can call this a choice even. But 
we live according to the signs of a masterly delusion, 
decrepit pictures of a sinking world, that we try with 
all our power attempted to ignore, and through 
artificial politics - try to obtain. Millions of destinies 
are purposefully ignored, and carried to death. An 
International ( we probably should use the word 
Global ) silent conspiracy whispers with a weapon 
well-chosen, ,,the power of money“. Expenses- 
lowering in competition to get maximum profit, and 
furthermore it’s always the foul sound out of the 
right wing corner, they have to admit that everybody 
should understand and think that the large number 
of unemployed is a burden on the pockets of 
everbody else and are just superfluous, superfluous 
- how a human can be superfluous? Anyone should 
always be aware that unemployment is not 
something you can learn, it is a big tragic problem 
and a dramatic fate for millions, presumably it even 
appears incomprehensible in the big push to the 
work, also under the cover of historical events. First 
were the weaving and spinning machines, later the 
miners, then the revolution of the steammachine 
followed by the vending machine and today the 
computer age is the evil. Thus they can prove, that 
the wage-work has to be cut down, restricted and 
finally has to be switched off. All this in countries 
where profit of the select few is controlled and 
expanded. The earnings of the multinational 
companies break new record rates each month, 
accompanied by an unequivocal devaluation of the 
wage-work. Unequivocally is so the phenomenon 
of unemployment to understand, with the old slogan 
5 Lhe rich become always richer“. Those forced into 
employment receive the worst jobs and conditions 
on offer despite the fact that the work is already 
practically for free. The variety in the capitalist 
roulette makes it practical to choose between the 
poor here and the poor there itself, to pick up the 
cheapest special-offers. The terror of the normality, 
whenever workers want to strike for a wage- 
balance, they get showed the figure of 5,000,000 
unemployed for example, here in Germany. 
Whoever wants to cut down the mailmen, teachers 
or nurses, can calculate in general terms and receive 
approval. Whoever likes to touch the profit of the 
so called accomplishment-bearers or politicians is 
touching the endangered work-places and the social 
security. The capital is becoming untouchable once 
again and also there is the lesson of whoever can 
chooses freely between the poor of all countries, 
doesn’t need to pay any tax anymore on his profit. 


BUY ONE OF THESE 12 ALBUMS AND GET 

COMPILATION FOR FREE! 
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AGAINST ALL AUTHORITY All fall down* 
cD 

This 15 song cd is fast melodic California punk rock 
with heavy ska sections which brought to mind a less 
slick version of bands like Op Ivy or No FX. A good 
mix worth checking out especially because this Flo- 
rida band doesn’t bother with La La La about some 
boring empty message, their lyrics deal with politics 
what makes this cd .... what can I say ? This stuff 
rocks... (Hopeless) MM 

fh 


cD 

Rob Kabula, original bassist of Agnostic Front told 
me a long time ago about his side project A.T.G., 
well, Rob has left the band now because he’s with 
Agnostic Front full time again. Beside having no clue 
that this 17 song cd was coming out, I was a bit 
stunned when I first put it into my player. Powerful 
old skool with drive that sticks right into your brain , 
oh yes I mean old skool not these wanna-be 
youngsters who copy Revelation’s 90’s stuff... their 
music wavers between Agnostic Front, Cause For 
Alarm and Warzone no joke, all 17 songs show how 
deep the roots actually stick again. They get some 
support on the vocal tracks on songs like ,,Last Word“ 
from Roger Miret/ Agnostic Front and the producer 
of this full length Billy Milano. In general for people 
who like the stuff/ bands I mentioned before you can 
get this with out even listening to it first, this is a 
great release with a lot of ideas and tempo changes 
but all the time sticking to the roots - no metal, no 


when the 18 songs were over I just started again and 
again and again........ Let's get one thing straight from 
the start - this is the real deal. There is no compromise 
to anything or anybody, no nice way to get famous 
for the music industry, no attempt at crossover for a 
carreer - fucking hell, this is pure impact - this raw, 
angry NYHC as it is! We don’t need to talk bubbles 
right here about old skool and other tales this is what 
it is and this is real. The new Agnostic Front 


masterpiece starts right where their first full length 
“Victim In Pain” stopped. The songs stick right into 
your heart and brain and get your ass slaming ‘til 
your boots burn off your feet. Fast to mid-tempo 
typical AF sing-a-longs with their one and only 
atmosphere and spirit. I can listen to this all day long 
and have no doubt this is the stuff that will keep their 
world wide reign of hardcore supremacy dancing, 
slamming and fighting the system. Even a freshly 
arranged classic song like ,,The Blame“ has such 
powerful and straight forward craziness as never 
before, it sounds almost fresh and brand new to me. 
Songs like ,,Gotta Go“ which featured already in their 
last live performances with hardcore hooligan 
chanting is great arranged and if I think about this 
kind of Irish folk song performd solo by Vinnie Stig- 
ma ,,Pauly the Dog“ there is no holding back 
anymore, these will be the new songs to keep 
generations singin’ in the rain. What can I say 
anymore, this is a masterpiece and the most honest 
NYHC release since “One Voice” ... keep going! 
(Hellcat/ Epitaph) MM 


“ 979 


Well,the sound quality on this Amulet release is damn 
good compared to the earlier ones and the two songs 
are serious rocking. This was a pleasant surprise. In 
fact, the vocals here sound much better than on 
previous Amulet studio releases. The music is in the 


Py 7 worfiil 
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I knid of have a funny relationship with Battery - 
I’ve got a couple of their records, I think they're 
basically a really good band, but somehow I never 
listen to them. Every so often I’ll dust down the 
records and give them a spin, and wonder why I don’t 
listen to them more ...Anyway this new one is no 
exception, as some bands ‘mature’ over the years, 
slow down, go more rocky, Battery is a band you can 
rely on to stick to speedy songs with cool break parts, 
keeping the youth crew flag waving high. This time 
there is more of a Turning Point influence, with some 
nice little guitar melodies slipped in between the riffs, 
and vocalist Brian takes a bit more of an emotional 
approach, using restraint in his voice to get a message 
across instead of screaming his way through. Twelve 
new finger-pointing anthems on here, consistent in 
quality, and a great record I hope I'll remember to 
listen to more often! (Revelation) TC. 


BLOOD FOR BLOOD “The enemy” 7” 
After their brutal debut cd, here’s BLOOD FOR 
BLOOD’s first release that will no doubt get them 
worldwide attention throughout the scenes in the 
know. I guess the band wouldn't complain if I 
introduced the name SHEER TERROR at this stage, 
“cos at times you could be easily mistaken that Mr. 
Bearer is straining his vocal cords on here - not so, 
but with the gap in that kind of sound, BFB won't 
have any trouble finding fans. One disappointment 
is their new version of a track from the “Spit My 


Last Breath” cd, the original was one of the most 
nasty, depressing things I ever heard (i.e. amazing!), 
and this new version kind of loses the spirit, the two 
new tracks make up for that though. For those of you 
unfamiliar, BFB play that bruising metallic core, with 
vocals recorded after a pack of Camels, definitely 
with some old school flair in that theres room for 
decent choruses that you can easily shout along to. 
They write really long songs that I don’t get bored 
of, and if you're into the hatecore stuff then you'll be 
happy as larry with this one. (Victory) 
EE 


“ . ” 


Seeing as this Ip is over an hour long it’s not 
surprising that they took so long in between records. 
They‘ve gone for the bigger thing this time, with a 
flash production and packaging, with the music 
becoming more and more twisted with each new 
release. I nkow a lot of people who can’t take the 
wierdness of such a band, but when you know what 
you're gonna get from such a band then you can get 
more into it, and appreciate it as a collection of noise/ 
sound rather than a standard 12 song record. Well 
into the Neurosis territory in terms of apocalyptic 
moods, sometimes even verging on early Godflesh - 
I have to add that before this record, I didn’t know 
many hardcore bands who could make an accoustic 
guitar sound truly evil instead of just using it for sappy 
pop songs... (Vietory) TC 


BOTH WORLDS ,,Memory rendered visible“ 
cD 

12 songs from ex- Cro Mags John Joseph and 
Leeway’s A.J. Novello and Pocky but as with the 
last projects they have been up to please don’t expect 
straight forward hardcore. This continues along the 
lines of the stuff they did already on their first med a 
while ago. The music fits more or less in a box with 
bands like Quicksand , Orange 9mm or even Sound- 
garden or other grudge rock sound-a-like bands or 
for all of you who can think of some of these names. 
You could also say it furthers what Leeway did 
towards the end and for sure the vocal work of John 
Joseph adds a different vibe to it as well. After a long 
back and forth between Victory and Road Runner 
finally it is released on Road Runner. ( Roadrunner) 
M M 


NJ “ ” 


Wow, this is a nice surprise! After a very average 
last release, it seems Bruisers have a whole new life 
in them, blasting forth without pause on this new 5 
tracker. Almost as if to say ‘We're Back!’ the final 
track is a new version of their legendary 
“Intimidation” which first came out on their debut 
single and of course, while the band have refined their 
sound over the years | don’t think they ever sounded 
as focussed and alive as on this one. It proudly 
displays their oi! roots, in the same way as The Busi- 
ness of today there’s something of a hardcore element 
in there, with their rock n‘roll tastes completing the 
unique Bruisers sound. Add a couple of intros by way 
of Freddy Madball and Black Sabbath (!) and you've 
got a top class release. (Bad Dog) TC 


BETTER THAN A THOUSAND Sse)f 
worth” CD 


Three new songs from Ray Cappo (ex Youth Of 
Today , Shelter) and Ken Olden (Battery , Damnation 
A.D.) new project. These both guys surprised 
everybody I believe already with their first full Length 
with their fresh full of energy straight forward 
Hardcore what not just of the Vocal work reminded 
everybody of Youth Of Today. With their new 7’they 
continue with that still with out any compromises 
and for my taste they presenting them self even better 
than on the last release no holds, no bars. ( Grapes 
of Wrath) MM 


desperation and anger of their earlyer realeases, who a 
lot of people me to always felt comftable to put them 
them with that kind of Nihilistic power of SHEER 
TERROR together, with Harmonys played in a slow 
down mid tempo full of rage and pain. (Victory rec.) 
M M 


COUNTERVAIL s/t MCD 

This coverartwork dosn’t really encourage me to li- 
sten to this one. I thought also I would get a more emo 
release, that would be even worse. But when the first 
of five songs started off... metal flavored fast and slow 
driving, destructive noisy chaos breakparts, throwing 
around my ears. This also has the typical kind of new 
skool beats with that obligatory ,,di di di ,, solo guitar 
elements ala Snapcase. Somehow Countervail have 
their own potential, even though you feel safe with all 
the standard schemas they use to fit perfectly in this 
new skool box. (X Words of War X) 
MM : 


CALIBAN demo TAPE 

This band comes out of the Essen region and they play 
that kind of established new skool heavy chugga 
chugga guitar stuff with manic-going-berserk 
screaming vocal parts. Unfortunately I just had a blank 
tape so I don’t know to much about them but for what 
I can hear if you like bands like Surface or Earthmover 
then check this out (Mare Gértz - Grmperz weg 10. 
2 45525 Hattinger ) MM 


Four songs from a new Berlin band who remind me of 
early Italian punkcore like Raw Power, Wretched Ones 
or maybe even CCCP, I like the sound and the rawness 
that they perform here. The whole tape is recorded in 
the way of early Black Flag and some people see some 
moments and influences of Black Flag what I can also 
hear but this is pure raw powercore. One of the songs 
from this advance tape will be on the up-coming “Never 
be Tamed IT” compilation which I believe is the biggest 
and best selection of the Berlin HC scene of today, you'd 
better check this one out it will be released through 
Mad Mob. To contact C.R.M please write to Dietmar 
Stork, Donau Str. 103, 12043 Berlin. 
MM 


“ + ” 


Well this one has come in at the last minute so I’m just 
getting an initial reaction here. Congress haven't 
changed that much on this new one, it’s still in the bru- 
tal metal-core vein that they're known for. Opening 
with a classic metal intro they don’t hang around when 
it comes to unleashing their fury, blasting into the 
opening track with no disappointments. If anything it 
sounds a little more like Kreator than their previous 
releases, what sets them apart from the rest of the 
wannabes is their ability to write ultra heavy yet catchy 
songs and with this one I don’t think they're in any 
danger of losing their growing following. (Good Life) 
ie ec 
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First off the 7’is comes as a piece nice orange plastic, 
this is pretty. Both bands present one song of their brand 
of metallic new skool sound with crunchy guitars and 
plenty of the heavy ,,chagga chagga“ things topped off 
with raw gritty vocals. Converge also uses a double 
bass attack that runs over you the whole time. Coalesce 
is for my test today just to doomy sounding. (Edison) 
MM 


* ity”? 
Not long after the latest 25 Ta Life record, da Rick is 
back with a full lenth from his alter-ego Comin’ 
Correct. To be honest I can’t take it all that seriously, 
when both records are basically simply about unity, 
sure it’s something worthwhile in a sense but we're 
talking a serious case of overkill here, it’s not like 
there’s no other subjects to talk about! That aside I’m 
pretty impressed with this one, particularly tracks like 


“Back Ta Basics” and “My Family” where Rick 
alternates between his trademark growling and some 
cool singing, reminding me of Suicidal Tendencies in 
a way. Other tracks lack definition to put them ahead 
of the rest, but it’s a solid set of songs. The live set as a 
bonus is atrocious and I can’t imagine why it is included 
on here, also covering 25 Ta Life is just a bit too cheesy. 
Actually I don’t want to sound too negative ‘cos the 
studio tracks are really good, and despite my 
reservations this is a decent release. (Good Life) 
eC 


COALESCE ,,Give them rope* LP/ CD 
Really doomy metallic new skool if such a category 
even exists. The first song is from the split with 
Converge, which I mentioned before. The songs are 
definitely not straight forward and have tons of 
changeovers and jazzy thrash metal parts, what doesn’t 
make it easy to get into it for me. 11 songs with those 
typical new skool heavy guitars. (Edison) MM 


“ ” 


It started off with nice cover artwork, but before I had 
the chance to hear the first tone, the lyric sheet got on 
my nerves because it slipped through my fingers, falling 
three times to the floor, I guess this is the price we have 
to pay for art? Besides these troubles, this is by far the 
best that Constraint have done so far. A flowing mix of 
metal with a ,,chagga chagga“ rhythm section and 
depressing explosions and aggresives break sections, 
commonly known as new skool. With their new 7’ they 
gained a lot more energy and their arrangements of the 
songs have a lot of charisma. If you aren't aware of 
Constraint so far you should give them a chance. (Life 
Foec MM 


” 


Six songs by two Canadian bands I hadn't heard of 
before, but this is an impressive demonstration of power 
violence on both sides. Lyrics are in both English and 
French - not that you can tell the difference when you 
listen - growled along to a chainsaw blazing musical 
battery that punishes your ears in fine tradition! 
(Spineless) gx 


cD 

Wow, - if you thought this Boston crew was screaming/ 
shouting interesting music structures with their last one, 
wait till you hear this. The music is as punishing as the 
lyrics, driving oi!/ punk/ folk with great sing alongs 
and a really good combination of sounds and textures. 
There’s a range of musical styles present, a 
combination of influences ranging from the classic 
British oi punk to this kind of new US Punk like Rancid 
to the Pogues yes - right there are tones of this kind of 
Trish folk music in their music, which the Scotish pipes 
already gave away on the “Barroom Heroes” track on 
the Hellcat sampler. Anyway I like this mixture. 16 
songs of pure impact and energy with tons of ideas 
arranged. Probably the best record of this genre for a 
long time. (Hellcat) MM 


“ 


Straight ahead, no nonsense Hardcore from 
Luxembourg. There are many bands playing this kind 
of style with their own variations, and Defdump 
somehow look still for their own I believe. I still can 
hear the strong influence of bands like Ryker’s or even 
Pantera, and there are some different influences also 
thrown in, giving these 17 songs their own taste like 
that of a bulldozer running over you. Metal flavoured 
heavy guitar driven stuff: In the bio they write that they 
don’t want to limit themselves to hardcore whatever 
that means, (Angry Family) MM 


cD 
This is a re-release of the Polish punk rock battleship 
of the mid 80’s, Dezerter, who opened the minds of a 
lot ofclose minded Western ‘civilised’ folks who always 
thought that behing the Iron Curtain there was no life 
other than the army - most of them didn’t even know 
where and how Berlin was placed at that time ?! 
Anyway, I would say that on this one they’ve lost a 
little bit the aggression compared to the first full length, 
but in general they continue their way with I would 
say clean punk rock - where rock is definitely a big 
influence. All songs are quite welll arranged, with a lot 
of ideas bouncing around, even the snotty raw punk 
side. For me it sounds just a bit too passive. (QQRYQ 


: ) smoi tBu MM 


DAMAGE A.D/ELISION splitt 7° 
This is a really powerful split 7'I liked the stuff elision 
did before already and this, ...for me new two songs 
been even a bigger surprised how fresh and full of 
energy they presenting them self here again they have 
anice arranged mix between new skool elements and a 
straight driving style what keeps this two songs 
interesting. the second side is Damage a.d. from 
Switzerland who I never heard before and they 
surprised me a lot with that mid - tempo song who has 
so much power I like to say that their stuff is more to 
bands like Hatebreed or old Dr. Know even compare 
to them they have way more new skoll elements but 
that’s no surprise I believe Because as I know Dr. Know 
split up 86 or something like that but I mean the ultra 
dark heavy power they have as a atmosphere all over. 
Ireally looking forward to hear more from these guys. 
(fast for Life Rec. ) MM 
BUILDING wrecK ps 
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Debut Ip of the band we featured in last issue’s New 
Breed section. If you're looking for something very 
straight forward then I guess this isn’t for you, it 
definitely requires some hard listening to get into what's 
going on. And as with most good things, once you've 
got the hang of things you ‘re rewarded with great songs 
based on an incredible rhythm section. Off-beat patterns 
and powerful guitars lock into a groove and drive you 
along a turbulent road consisting of smooth haunting 
melodies, turning into abrasive surges at just the right 
moment. If you take a band like Snapcase’s disciplined 
riffing and add a dose of The Promise Ring’s taste for 
a good tune then you’re somewhere near the mark, 
creating a wicked mix and a great Ip. (Happy Noise) 
48 C 


A new release from Californian psychopaths Dystopia 
is always a pleasure, and Skaven is a new name for 
me, but are certainly suitable partners. Those of you 
unfamiliar will probably take a while to stomach the 
sick sound of Dystopia, blending the dirge of 
Eyehategod with crazy soundscapes and bursts of 
lightning speed. Put it this way, after hearing this, you'll 
want to put on Integrity or something just to calm down 
a bit. Four twisted songs and crazy samples that awake 
the beast within. Skaven pick up with the same mood, 
playing more of a punky thrash attack that bring to 
mind Hellbastard and the like. Not quite as dark, but 
eerie nonetheless. (Misanthropic/ Life Is Abuse) 
TC 


CD 

Anew E.C. record will be on the top ofa lot of people’s 
shopping lists regardless of this or any reviews, but here 
goes. Recoded in their hometown of Syracuse, this live 
recording is of excellent quality, with the band running 
through a selection of tracks from all releases plus a 
couple of new ones. I wonder how many people today 
will realise that the first track is actually a cover of a 
rock classic?! Final track is the legendary “Firestorm”, 
with the crowd going fucking crazy, as Ozzy would 
say. (Victory) TC ae 


” 


FACEDOWN/ EARTHMOVER split _7” 
Heavy chugga - chugga guitars with those typical new 
skool metal rhythms is what Facedown brings here to 
explode into high energy. A perfect layering here too 
of hysterical screaming vocals - a little bit to nervous 
for my taste. Earthmover comes more powerful and 
with a strong and straight screamed vocal work action 
that comes straight from the gut. Somehow on the first 
track it reminds mea little bit of a new skool version of 
the classic Inside Out ... well, two bands presenting 
two creative tunes each with a hell of a lot of power. ( 
No Label) MM 


This new Ensign release is for me a big surprise, totally 
cooking straight forward hardcore, jumping and 
energetic with lyrics dealing with the personal side of 
life. Tim’s vocals are angry and give you the right sing 
along atmosphere, powerful and punchy through all 
13 tunes. Needles to say it is pleasantly surprising to 
hear the catchy, mid-tempo harmonies not unlike Go- 
rilla Biscuits, Ignite or old Judge. Tim’s voice reminds 
me something I really know and like, and that make 
his vocal work for me really enjoyable. When I was 
talking first about the harmonies and catchy melodic 
structures and the positive atmosphere you get, you 
should really understand that this isn’t somehow poppy 
NO WAY , this is NYHC straight forward fast and 
furious as it can go. They really made themselves a 
name with this, needless to say anything else, if you 
don’t have this, you better get it now. (Indecision) MM 


EXTINCTION 

»What you have _ created“ 7” 
Where do all these bands come from? Mid - tempo new 
skool sound with chugga chugga guitars, and with that 
kind of slow and heavy rhythm that explode into high 
- energy, for sure with that obligatory nod to metal, but 
the metal doesn’t dominate the hardcore edge, most of 
the time it adds a good strong drive. Hell of a lot of 
power and also powerfull breakparts that explode right 
at your feet. This music grows out of the typical 
schemata that limits new skool most of the time and so 
there is more attention to song structures, I can’t wait 
to hear more than just these four songs I believe there 
is something really hot cooking. (Catalyst) 
MM x 


EPILEPTICS “System rejects” CD 
Holy shit, I was really into this band, and I still am. I 
think I bought their first 7” in’79 or in the early 80’s 
well doesn’t really matter I guess anyway. This is I 
something for those people who like the nostalgia trip 


or those who‘ve been around those days . This cd is a 
kind of discography of the Epileptics, 28 songs most 
of them are live performed and recorded so some songs 
are played as several versions but what dosn’t matter 
here too much. The Epileptics turned in August 1980 
into Flux of Pink Indians, probably a more known name 
at least for you if you been into old British Crass Punk. 
(Overground) MM 


All I can say is heavy!!! This is powerful rhythmic 
hardcore cooked straight out of the New York 
stompcore kitchen with the obligatory nod to metal, 
but the metal doesn’t dominate the stomping hardcore 
edge. Chugga - chugga guitars with a kind of 2 Pac 
well, I mean rap style vocal work that explodes into 
high-energy demolition hardcore. E-town Concrete’s 
creativity keeps the tunes a little bit out of the mud of 
this metal New York hardcore corner especially the rap 
influence, that is kind of rare at this point in the music 
and so it remains interesting. The first song is the song 
I like the most ,,I don’t need your help, I help myself* 
- right on Kid. Somebody said to me that the recording 
and everything else reminds him ofa hardcore version 
of the first Carnivore. I don’t know this one too much 
so I can’t compare, but do youself a favour and check 
it out if you're looking for some power right out of the 
gut. Before I forget a lot of people are talking already 
about the next full length so are you ready to rumble...? 
( Back Ta Basics) MM 


GROWING CONCERN __,,Never fades away“ 
MCD 

Being able to review this is a big deal for me. A couple 
of years after hearing their latest demos who turned 
more into Quicksand styled sound they ended up with 
a great straight HC record, one of the most impressive 
releases for a while, keeping the spirit of bands Like 
Gorilla Biscuits and No For Anawser in the air, whilst 
benefitting from y nicely polished sound. (S.O.A.) 
MM.. 


“ 


Taang was kind enough to put some of the early Gang 
Green recordings on one cd. So we finally have 10 
songs from the masters of stop-and-go furious and fast 
Boston hardcore. I just saw them and they still play or 
should I better say play again(?) all this material as 
fast and furious as they did almost 18 years ago. The 
music kicks in creating a catastrophic doomsday. In 
my opinion nobody ever did this as fast and crazy as 
Gang Green did, so for all you folks of the new skool 
and old skool style this is pre-skool. What I should 
mention is that their is a nice cd sleeve with a kind of 
documentary of Gang Green and their early moves and 
friends. (Tz ) MM 


HANSWURST SENIOR advance tape 
This is a nice and good production of a German punk 
band in the vein of the early 80’s Hamburg punk scene 
like Tompedo Moskau and bands like this. The vocals 
remind me of Neurotic Arseholes even though two 
people who've been listening to this tape go on that 
this reminds them of Jello Biafra somehow, I don't 


know, I don’t think so and to answer your question 
Ulli - No, I don’t care about basketball at all anyway. 
If this punk rock with German lyrics is your cup of tea 
please contact: Ralph Klusmann , Teutoburger Str.53, 
33604 Bielefeld. MM 


INTENSITY,.wash off the lies“ CD 

Sweden’s INTENSITY are back with a new release 
and 16 new tunes. This is as usual strong high energy 
Hardcore with a straight forward drive what alternates 
with ferocious riffs in the spirit of bands like IGNITE 
or SPEAK 714 well the new one has a stronger touch 
of Sick Of It All all in all a bit of'a surprise to me, for 
people who like this bands what I mention before 
defently something to check out again if you don’t know 
them already, I personal miss by them a little bit their 
own taste. ( Bad Taste Rec.) MM 


IN COLD BLOOD _,,Hell on earth“ _LP/ 
cD 

To get the obvious out of the way, yes this has Integrity 
members, I should have your attention now. And I’m 
tremendously impressed with that hammering, ferocius 
overdose of hardcore powerpacked by In Cold Blood 
right from the first song. They somehow develop the 
sound structures of Integrity in a different dimension 
or backwards even, definitely influenced and inspired 
from old skool rhythm structure, sometimes it is way 
better to keep it simple instead of playing around with 
too many break parts. When it leads you to believe 
they'll go right back into the dark world of Integrity 
they speed up the rhythm section and hammer a brutal 
driving fast beat around your ears more in the vein of 
bands like Madball or Hatebreed. They still keep 
somehow the evil hateful atmosphere especially in 
songs like ,,Bleak Existence“ but like I said, they keep 
a straight forward fast guitar in their song structures. 
Jason vocals are a pounding sledgehammer, fuelled 
with hate and anger. This is definitely the soundtrack 
to the nightmare we call life, what lets me go out with 
a sledgehammer to prove hate to me is is better than 
understanding. (Victory ) MM 


INNER DAM_.,,The day everything meant not- 
, 
Some of you may know them from the demo or the 7”, 
this upstate New York four-piece mixes a straight metal 
sound although strongly varied stylistically with this 
release, mixing it up with new skool elements, with a 
fair amount of variation and tempo changes. There is a 
New York feel to it with some mosh arrangemnts and 
such stuff but somehow I can’t lose the feeling that the 
new skool elements dominate these six songs ( R.P.P.) 
M M 


“ CPR | 


This Japanese band plays a delightful punk rock - a bit 
less pretentious than most of the other Japanese bands, 
they remind me little bit of the Finnish bands like the 
Appendix or maybe late 70’s British punk rock. This 
is from Knock Out, a re-release of their cd just on vinyl 
in case you're wondering why it is just a vinyl version. 
(Knock Out) MM 


JANE‘S DETD. »bleenies and Blockheads* 
CD 

I got the advance from Laurens a while ago and I was 
surprised already. This is great California Punk Rock 
like Green Day or Offspring but also has a flavor from 
the last stuff Shelter died no joke every song is a summer 
sing a long with nice harmony I believe the bands I 
mention before wish they did this on. It sound fresh 
and all 12 tunes have the right feeling. A friend of main 
said if you don’t like this, you should never listening 
to that melodic stuff again, maybe a little bit far but I 
know one thing if this on would be on Fat Wreck or 
Epitaph and not from Belgium you all what dance and 
sing a long to Jane’s Detd, great release from a band 
that can sing, write, and play. (I Scream Rec.) MM 


KICKB A CK Forever war“ I P/ cD 


-ehs i fgn iK( 


Stefan, the drummer of Kickback, who maybe some of 
you know from bands like Proof or Airado from Ber- 
lin gave me the rough mix a long time ago but this was 
nothing compared to what I found on the cd later on, 
probably the best release of this genre for a while. 

Fucking brutal heavy but always interesting evil 
hardcore. Whoever has been following the way of 
Kickback knows what to expect, ultra heavy hardcore 
with a slight metal edge in the vein of bands like 25 Ta 
Life or Hatebreed. I have the feeling they slowed down 
the pace halfa beat here and there, or maybe it’s because 
they finally have the production that shows off their 
strong points to maximum effect. Short bursts of catchy 
tunes give ,,Forever War“ this powerful feeling to stop 
everything around you, supported by crazy evil vocals, 

you definitely turn into a mass murder, long live death! 

MM 


Hmmm... I have some mixed feelings about this one. 
Both bands present nothing new on here Stormeore for 
example is just using two tracks off their release on 
Mad Mob and Krutch is also just using released stuff 
that is not new. (Inner Rage) 
MM 


“ ite 3 alk 


This is again interesting.... This CD is even more offense 
and furious than the last one, crazy and hectic beats, 
well it gives me this kind of free jazz atmosphere, If 
you’re into this crazy hectic part time noisy depressive 
stuffand can track this down, you won’t be disappointed 
on MILHOUSE newest lesson. This is mainly with 
hectily & fast hardcore with mid - tempo parts here 
and there, but no matter how fast a band plays, or how 
many time changes, or whatever, that doesn’t mean they 
have to straight structures Milhouse got it and they have 
tones of explosive moments with great harmonies even 
you have to wait for this moments but when they shine 
threw their even twice as powerful. (Wrech Age Rec.) 
MM 


” 


Two new songs from New York’s sledgehammer 
Madball, sounding a little bit darker than their previous 
stuff but no way less powerful and heavy. These two 
newsongs have all the known and loved atmosphere 
what Madball brings into your living room. The third 
song is a cover version of Killing Time’s classic ,,Fools 
Die“ performed by Anthony from Killing Time and 
the Madball crew. I like the original more but maybe 
because I have so many nice memories of Raw Deal 
for myself ah I mean Killing Time. (Victory) MM 


MORNING AGAIN/ 25 TA LIFE split 7”/ 
Cdsingle 

Two of the more happening bands paired together here 
ona split ep, to be honest I’m not sure about this as a 
release in itself - both 25 Ta Life songs are already 
released, | don’t know about the Morning Again song 
... Quite a cool combination though, both bands do the 
metal-core thing, but from different angles which makes 
it interesting to listen to. Worthwhile if you're new to 
the bands, otherwise you probably know the songs. 
(Good Life) TC 


“ ” 


It must be a strange time for Madball right now, after 
being the standard-bearers of NYHC alongside SOIA 
for the past years, now that Agnostic Front is back on 
the scene it’s almost like their purpose for being a band 
is gone... Well, not exactly but maybe you know what 
I mean?! Fortunately for them, they’ve definitely 
stepped out of the AF shadow for some time now, 
developing their own sound so that the two bands aren't 
really comparable any more. With this new one, they’ve 
opted for power and grooves, songs like “Smell The 
Bacon” and “Hardcore Still Lives” being consigned to 
days gone by. It’s more commercial than anything 
they’ve done before - no they ‘re not writing pop songs 
- maintaining the heaviness but writing damn catchy 


riffs and songs that lodge themselves in your head. So, 
something new here from Madball, but still 
recognisable as Freddy and co. oh, and look out for the 
song sung in Spanish too! (Roadrunner) TC 


MOTORHEAD “Snake bite love” _LP/ CD 
Not exactly easy to review Motdrhead, I mean what 
can you critically say? 18 albums down the line, 
Lemmy ’s troops are on top form as ever, belting out 11 
new rockers here. At first you hear standard Motérhead 
but there’s in fact a hell of a lot going on in the songs 
for example, the rythm break in “Take The Blame” 
which is close to some of the tribal stuff that Sepultura 
like(d) to throw in. Lyrically they ‘re closer to the mark 
than most so-called socially aware bands of today, 
attacking the political status quo from every angle and 
retaining a sense of humour that always put them one 
step ahead. The rock n’roll roots are very evident, 
dusted down and given the ‘Head treatment, creating - 
no surprise really - another classic album. (SPV) 
¥C 


“ 


NEVER-RIDE __,,Fore* CD 

This German band is up to straight driving powerful 
hardcore, after the first song I was thinking along the 
lines of Poison Idea but the longer I listened I 
understood that there is a way stronger influence of 
mid-‘80s U.S. hardcore with a slight touch of melodies 
with interesting ideas, some are memorable especially 
through the vocal structures, so it reminds me also of 
Hiisker Dii and I know Steve always loved them ... am 
I af (Snoop) MM 


NINE_,,Listen* CD 

Sounds stronger and more vital than before but on the 
other hand they continue with their extreme breakparts, 
heavy new skool-oriented sound with their sensitive 
flair and angry vocals. Somehow the recording is for 
my taste too thin, there is not this power in the recording 
what makes music like this explode in your ears, but 
besides this it is an intrestingly arranged release. 
(Sidekicks/ Burning Heart) MM 


“ 


Two years ago the Oi - Melz released their first full 
length, which was way more German punk rock 
compared to the new one. This one is very powerful, 
seemingly as charged and angry, full of catchy blasters, 
and even though it’s all in German, it’s still easy to get 
into it, for all of you who don’t understand German. 
Some songs are typical for the German Oi scene - 
influences from hard to slow rhythm sections with a 
lot of hall, but everything else is tight, dynamic, and 
distinctive German Oi punk without this typical abu- 
sing of Oi Oi Oi chants. ( Knock Out) 
MM 


ONES STEP BEYOND _ s/t _¥._ CD 
Here’s the very attractively presented debut from 
another bunch of Berlin hopefuls. They’ ve been around 
a couple of years and released a popular 7” a while 
ago, but this cd sees the band take a whole new 
direction. It’s pretty hard to judge the band today on 
the strength of this cd, seeing as only one track features 
current vocalist Nico, and you can hear the band 
pursuing a heavy new skool path in the vein of Culture 
or Withdrawn. The older songs have something of a 
108 feel to them in the screeching guitars and distorted 
rumbling bass lines, with some grooving metallic riffs 
that occasionally launch into black metal style full 
speed attacks. An impressive debut full length and I 
look forward to hear more of their material if the latest 
material is anything to go by. (STC) 
FE 


OVERCAST “Fight ambition to kill” CD 
Overcast is continuing their style and getting even 
deeper in the metal direction, for my taste way too much 
solo guitar work sometimes I have the feeling they jump 
from one intro to the next. Whoah, after listening to 
the other Edison release Coalesce I have trouble 


providing an accurate description for Overcast. They 
don’t turn their evil metal approach into hardcore so 
fucking way out as Coalesce but they use a more 
straight direction with the guitar work. What make this 
one enjoyable is the vocal work, sometimes reminding 
me of bands like Only living Witness also with the 
guitar structures, but carefully in the same minute you 
wake up from this evil metal approach. This is an 
interesting release, I think it is at least as good as 
anything they've put out before. ( Edison) MM 


PUBLIC DISTURBANCE “Victim of 
circumstance” MCD 

Days Of Fury follow up the Knuckledust ed with an 
equally bone- crushing release here from Wales’ Pu- 
blic Disturbance. I wasn’t so impressed by their songs 
on the UK hardcore sampler but this stuffis good, angry 
vocals and a cutting guitar sound are the driving forces 
on these seven tracks. Imagine a cross of the 
Knuckledust style with a Eurocore influence of 
someone like Backfire and you're somewhere near the 
mark, I guess this is a band still figuring out their style, 
but in the meantime this is a worthwhile disc to ckeck 
out. (Days Of Fury) TC 


For all of you who don’t know this is the singer and 
guitar player of the living legend METEORS. “The 
Disease” is his third solo album and contains 10 guest 
musicians, making this piece of rock“ a ‘billy or is this 
psycho billy - I’m not too familiar with that genre but 
in generel you get a Meteors kind a like driving sound, 
because of the influence of Paul. (Hellraiser) MM 


What can I say, Pegboy - lots of harmonies, melodies 
that stay in your head and good driving vocals, all in 
all 11 tunes produced with a lot of power extremely 
enjoyable for a nice raining Winter day and a cup of 
tea. The cover song of the 70’s pop rockers Cheap 
Trick fits well in with the whole concept of this release. 
I thought I would geta little bit more out of it, somehow 
I miss the special feeling that Pegboy always delivered 


to me. (Quarterstick) MM 


“ 


An influential band that sounds even stronger in light 
of all the imitations around and now I'm kind of stuck 
on who and how they sound like. I guess that’s good 
thing right? I think this reminds me of bands like Shades 
Apart, Texas Is The Reason, Kill Holiday to Real. A 
good production makes these four songs quite 
enjoyable, even if I can’t listen to this poetry too long 
but I believe Andy loves this stuff. (Trustkill) 
MM 


RACIAL ABUSE _,,What mirrors conceal“ 
MCD 

From L&F to a self release to Good Life, these guys 
come out of the gates with a full on attack of catchy 
new skool stuff. A lot of song structures, especially with 
the highlight on solo guitar what get’s me as usual to 
Snapcase. I get a little surprise when I reach song 
number five because instead of continuing their style 
they kick right off more in the ‘88 SXE style beat. This 
four piece out of Austria surprised a lot of people on 
their first tour, and if they continue this way .... I believe 
they’re not far from their limit, good looking out Ed- 
ward. (Good life) MM 


MCD 

I’ve heard about this band for quite some time, finally 
I get the chance to check them out. No big surprises 
really yet another “88 youth crew band ten years after 
the ship left the harbour! Man, even the cover is a rip- 
off of Uniform Choice! Mind you, I still love all that 
stuff, and if a band today is gonna do it well then I’m 
not complaining. Not quite as stylish as bands like 
Shutdown or Ten Yard Fight, they have a more raw 
sound, maybe like 7 Seconds or Refuse (pre- Undertow) 


)doo IB 


of course with the usual Brotherhood/ Unit Pride direct 
influences, Not really essential, but nice to listen to. 


know that the band themselves are aware of this 
conflicting situation, and I believe that they are sincere 


(Soulforce) i in what they say but there’s always the thought in the 

back of my head that revolution is easy when you can 
RANCOR Flip the switch“ 7” afford it, if you know what I'm saying ... (Burning 
Bent up, fast and raw hardcore with that charm of thea eH EC 


late 80’s west coast style like Uniform Choice or No 
For An Answer. The production even sounds like it is 
out of those days, giving this 6 song 7” a nice 
atmosphere and somehow you get the feeling you know 
them already for a long time. The voice is not working 
in the same direction as the bands I mentioned before, 
they have their own raw direction and give Rancor their 
own style I really like this straight forward stuff , hey 
don’t forget this is not the European Rancor. (Young 
MM 


REAL “Words Won't _ Reach” MCD 
Wow, this is something new for Mad Mob! Maybe it is 
called post he these days, if that’s how you describe 
mid-paced, melodic EMOtional music... Five nice 
songs that groove in the Shift style, although Andy’s 
singing brings them closer to Life Of Agony. They re 
getting very popular at shows here in Berlin, and on 
the strength of this debut, it probably won’t be long 
until people all over the place talk about Real. (Mad 
Mob) MM 


“ 


RED LONDON _,,Days like these“ CD 
About 15 years ago Red London published their classic 
»This is England“ and subsequent releases were a bit 
quiet ever since. The new one ,,Days like these“ sounds 
like back in the glorious days of British oi. They’ ve 
always been a little bit too poppy like Guitar Gang- 
sters and bands like that, I believe this is the wrong 
word to describe what I wanted to say because I like 
both bands. Anyway if you listen to the lyrics the whole 
concept is that this is a kind of documetary of the last 
European tour and so every song deals with that, I don’t 
know if] like this or not doesn’t really matter anyway, 
it’s a nice one. ( Knock Out Rec.) MM 
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REFUSED 


_ THE ie Be OF PUNK TO COME ~ 


A CHIMERICAL BOMBINATION IN 12 BURSTS: 


“ 9 


Hmm..., this is a tough one to pick a starting point. 
Firstly, disregard any previous Refused releases as on 
this record they ‘ve obviously had the time, energy and 
money to indulge in their every musical fantasy. Instead 
of running as a list of songs it is all more or less 
presented as one consistent track, with listener friendly 
sections sandwiched between experimental and 
sometimes over-indulgent parts. A whole range of 
classical instruments and extra musicians beef up the 
standard four-piece which puts them way out left of 
field, and unfortunately (for me at least) they also 
include strange techno parts that I can’t even begin to 
deal with. Some of it is damn rocking stuff, with nods 
to bands like Bob Tilton ( “Liberation Frequency”, 
“Summer Holidays” ) and maintains the spirit of their 
older releases. Lyrically the band is very politically 
orientated - including a manifesto, similar aesthetically 
to the one presented a few years back by The Nation 
Of Ulysses - which on the one hand I admire, but on 
the other hand I don’t really see how this fits into the 
concept of what is basically a professional band. I kinda 


RIGHT DIRECTION CD 

Firstly I have to mention the cover painting, where the 
members of the band pose as a jury, casting judgement 
over various elements of society - a teacher, a nun, a 
policeman, a judge ... and a punk. What the fuck is 
that? Or maybe I’m wrong, and hardcore was born from 
suburban rich kids, or metalheads who cut their hair 
short. Musically the ed is nothing too special either, 
cleanly produced rocky hardcore that has some good 
moments and silly singing bits from time to time. For 
once, I’m glad I didn’t get a lyric sheet. (Kingfisher) 
yr Cc 


SCATTERGUN “I don‘t fuckin‘ » doubl 
Ls thei 

The second release by this Kreuzberg punk band and 
one that should make them pretty popular I reckon, is 
has a rough sound with female vocals that carry the 
melodies well in the vein of Tilt or Bambix, but with a 
dangerous element in there too, don’t fuck around here 
if you get my meaning. Six songs, one has a slight ska- 
punk Rancid style, a cool Black Train Jack cover and 
four other rockers. Yet more evidence that Berlin has 
tons of great bands around at the moment. (Nasty 
Vinyl) TC 


“ 4 ” 
A cool album from this rocking female three piece, they 
take their basic sound from the lo-fi sound of Team 
Dresch or Bikini Kill and add a crystal clear production 
that pushes their minimalist sound to the fore. Stand- 
out factor has to be the awesome vocals that have the 
gutsy feeling and melodies of a Joan Jett for the late 
90's. Lyrically too, it has that undercurrent of 
aggression that few bands are able to put into words 
without coming across as clumsy. A very enjoyable 
collection of minimalist pop songs with a perfect 
amount of punky spirit. (Matador) TC 


SPIRIT OF YOUTH / ONE KING DOWN split 
MCD . 
No surprise here, If you’re a fan of One King Down 
and Spirit Of Youth, then you will be happy to add this 
to your collection. If you're new to these bands and 
you're into new skool, this is going to nail something 
in your mind. The two tracks of OKD are a good raw 
new skool powerhouse, although one song is off their 
“Bloodlust Revenge” release and I believe the other is 
also an older song. I have to say Spirit Of Youth 
impressed me way more, they ve grown a lot since their 
lastrelease and with a great guitar drive with full force 
they remind me once in a while of stuff like the “Best 
Wishes” era of the Cro Mags, I guess I could say anew 
skool version of this, they do have their own approach, 
staying away from the metal sound and going for strong 
rhythms and song structures that build up through their 
course rather than smashing in your face, all mixed up 
with a fast and powerful rhythm section - again this is 
definitely the band to watch out for. (Good Life) MM 


SHUTDOWN “Against All Odds” LP/ CD 
Finally here’s the debut from this Brooklyn SXE crew. 
Fitting in very well into the posi-old school resurgence, 
SHUTDOWN have those typical high speed edge tunes 
in the vein of BROTHERHOOD, INSTED etc. and 
add some more typical NY style break parts, mid paced 
mosh parts that bands like GORILLA BISCUITS were 
famous for. The guitar has a slight metallic edge which 
gives this cd a tremendous power, and the vocals are 
very high pitched which also set them apart from the 
crowd, giving something ofa punky feel. A nice bonus 
comes at the end with the track “We Won't Forget” co- 
written by WARZONE as a tribute to you-know-who 
(no, not Judge Dread), a cool song with obvious 


sentiments attatched. Of course in ‘98 such a release 
doesn’t set the world on fire, but if you re into this style 
then this will make a nice addition to your collection. 
(Victory) TC 


SICK ON THE BUS __,,.Fuckheads“ LP 
This solid mini album contains 8 tracks. Tight power 
chords, with tunes representing this kind of mid 80's 
punk rock. The music is sorta mid-tempo, riff oriented, 
with explosive speedy parts and jamming solo guitar 
parts not in any negative way. All the songs flow on 
from the first tune. You could compare the music as a 
mix of classic punk like G.B.H. and the third generation 
of bands like Snuff but not as poppy. Nothing new but 

i release with a lot of power. (Get Sick) 


SUEMISSINES 


ANTANYIIAWIUIRW EARLS UTE MAN YEA 


Awesome, a great new band here. These guys sound 
like a cross between early MDC and later Poison Idea. 
No wonder if you read on the inside of the cd that Dave 
MDC is on vocals and Pig Champion is doing the guitar 
work, Raw harmonies, good tunes, tight riffing and fast 
twists thrown in on this release reminds me so much of 
the first MDC what is till today probably one of the 
best hardcore releases ever. This kicks so much ass that 
is hard to believe that it is or will be just a funny side 
project. Sadly the lyrics don’t work in the same vain 
like MDC, all the lyrics are in a funny sarcastic way 
between slavery and girlfriend, you're so fine, strap on 
dildoes ... what is for some probably funny but I believe 
for myself rather would like to hear the old topics - 
you figure it out for yourself. Music-wise a killer. 
(Honest Don's) MM 

SEVENTY EIGHT DAYS _,,Revolution through 
Um, I don’t know to much about this one, I know it 
comes out of the Chokehold corner. Fast, energetic and 
with interesting song structures. These are four good 
songs in anew skool vein, the combination of new skool 
elements and steady breakdowns with a lot of good 
ideas, in the first song I hear some Fugazi elements 
stretching back to early A.O.F. maybe because the voice 
reminds me of the rawness of the early Vic Bondi. In 
general this all together provides a nice balance. I can’t 
wait to hear where they will going with their next release 
as I believe there is a big potentiel. This is a worthy 
addition to any new skool collection. (Trustkill ) MM 


SCHIZM Pod fekiom CD 
The second release from Schizma sees them playing 
around way more with modern hardcore influences than 
the early material, what was based on a punk rock 
background. I would say that their mix of traditional 
punk rock meets hardcore reminds me a little bit of the 
early 80’s American-style movement or to name a band 
like Raw Power, well if I think that this band would 
support bands like MDC or Sick Of It All they would 
fit in somehow with both styles you know what I mean 
I guess. If the production would be heavier I believe 
they also have a chance to reach the NYHC crowd. 
(QQORYQ) MM 
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Wow, a new Snuff record is always a nice surprise. I 
remember when their first records were coming out, 
they were one of the few hardcore bands playing tuneful 
stuff instead of crushing grind ... ten years on they still 
sound as fresh as ever, charging through a high speed 
set of anthems, dropping the pace at times to let the 
Hammond organ or trombone shine through, layering 
rich melodies. Don’t let the Fat Wreck tag make you 
think they play the same as a thousand others, theyve 
been doing it years longer and they have a definite 
English sound to them, blending hardcore, punk and 
mod to perfection. No cover songs on here, except 
“Arsehole” which takes the piss out of other well known 
English ‘musicians’ in an awesome way, but 14 driving 
original tracks that should keep you bouncing round 
your bedroom for weeks. (Deceptive) TC 


SELF  _,,The _ sinister _urge“ CD 


After Deviate I believe the strongest release out of the 
hell’s kitchen of I Scream. Selfis a very heavy hardcore 
band from Odensee in Denmark with a strong heavy 
guitar drive and a slight metal edge, fast and serious. 
This ed is powerful and for people who like bands from 
this genre of ultra heavy hardcore like DV8 or Ryker’s, 
the right 


overdose. ( I Scream) MM 


SPEAK 714 “Knee Deep In Guilt” LP/ 
CD 

After a few years since we last heard from 411, 
charismatic vocalist Dan O Mahoney is back on track 
with his newest band Speak. Also featuring Joe from 
Ignite, means that I was expecting something pretty 
special when I got hold of this. Right from the opening 
moments you geta rush from listening to this ifanything 
increasing as the cd goes from track to track.. Full 
power Orange County hardcore played with finesse, 
and Dan’s voice totally sets it aside from the crowd, 
with just the right amount of aggression and melody 
and a depth and fluidity in the lyrics that can only come 
from the experience and personal turbulence of such a 
person. These days there aren’t many lyrics that says 
something interesting, but on here you hang on to every 
word, especially on the track “Throwing Stones” where 
you hear a personal story beginning with youthful 
naiveity, plunging headfirst into the adult world and 
still managing to come back to the surface to tell it all. 
Inspiring stuff, and an Ip that you really should have. 
(Revelation) TE 


SLAM DUCK _,,Point - Blank“ CD 
I became first aware of Slam Duck when they played 
some shows with Rykers and they had positive feedback 
already then. They playing a hard end 80’s NYHC style 
with a lot of Sheer Terror kind of atmosphere - maybe 
because the singer sticks with a deep angry voice. “We 
don’t represent a scene, a city or any country we just 
represent ourselves...”, that’s one of their statements 
included, even more the feeling to a band like Sheer 
Terror. I guess they were the most angry, pissed off, 
hate - everything band and this is where Slam Duck 
feels themselves at home I believe. (MiiZe) MM 
TAGTRAUM __,,Trotz & Triume“ CD 
A mix of traditional German punk rock with German 


lyrics, with Californian punk harmonies to make this 
one a little bit more poppy. It has a nice clean production 
supporting the general good vibe. ( Power Sound 
Productions) MM 


TECH - 9 ,, winner takes all* CD 

I liked their raw energy what they presented on their 
last release already with a fresh mix between Hardcore 
to OI Punk elements. What basically is the same they 
continue with their new one, well with the little 
difference that they have now way more Oi/Punk 
elements in their music compare to the last release or 
should I say back again. The new release fits better to 
Tech - 9 with the strong oi influence. Mostly up - tempo 
song structures with a hard hitting beat together a hell 
of energy especially with the support from the angry 
voice of Hein what Blast your head off. They cover 
Cockney Rejects OI OI OI what basically comes out 
all right too what should be already a compliment 
because it is always hard to give this Cockney charm 
back if you don’t have this slang 

(1 Scream ) MM 


Generally, I can give a thumbs up to this re-release of 
the 10” that has been out for over a year at least. Darryl, 
more known as ex guitarist of Cock Sparrer does his 
own little solo thing here and its documents the times 
he comes from. 12 songs who in general don’t get my 
feet dancing - this is a solid British Oi/ punk release 
but I’m missing somthing here. (Walzwerk) 
MM 


ae r( : D 
This Belgian Oi band has good potential, but somehow 
Ihave the feeling they just don’t know what direction 
they want to take, the songs are packed with with that 
kind of chanty sing-a-long choruses and a strong beat, 
but what I mean is that from song to song the various 
influences dominate in my opinion, so sometimes you 
have the feeling it could be a different band playing. 
This cd also has the ,,Fresh & Burning“ ep as a four 
song bonus. (Walzwerk) MM 


TENFOLD _ demo TAPE 
Boris from Disrespect gave me this tape because it’s a 
new band from North Berlin wehere a friend of his 
plays. Tenfold is playing a more “88 New York style 
oriented hardcore with straight forward guitars and 
breakparts, the recording is alright. They use rap vocal 
parts combined with powerful riffing guitar lines, well 
arranged. I would say I can notice here and there 
parallels to Gédes Punishable Act - the main difference 
is I guess that they turn to new skool elements instead 
of the typical mosh parts. (K.Hong Nag - Quickborner 
str. 88 - 13439 Berlin) MM 
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Pure thunderstorm with well arranged ideas and evil 
guitar riffing. This tape has a good production and it 
could be even be released as a 7”. Anyway TOBT isa 
German band out of the new skool corner with an added 
twist in the German lyrics. The songs are really heavily 
set up with good driving guitars and heavy breakparts. 
If you're a fan of bands like Converge then you got it. 
( (Steffen Eckardt - Hintergasse 15 - 99330 Grifenroda) 
M M 


TRIAL _,,Through the darkest days* CD 
Ripping, exciting, high energy - they call it straight 
edge hardcore and you do too. The songs are all well 
written with catchy parts. The Lyrics are not so typical 
for a straight edge band as they deal with politics - ,,I 
will not bow down to a flag which represents what I 
most despise“ kind of rare lyrics for an American band 
still. Trial continue with the style of the last release 
even with a way better production ... for all of you who 
don’t know them expect a blend of Insted, Judge and 
the Chain Of Strength kind of style, you understand 
what I mean I guess. Do yourself a favour and check 
ths cd out (Crimethinc.) MM 


TRIBE 8 “Role models for Amerika” CD 
San Francisco’s deadliest lesbians are on the hunt again, 
in the form of a new record. Fucking great angry old 
style America punk rock, imagine bands like Black 
Flag, Angry Samoans, early T.S.0.L. and you're 
somewhere near the mark. Pro-fem lyrics that don‘t 
mess around (“Catration Song #22” had me keeping 
my legs well crossed...), and a real punk vocals, not 
screaming or growling, just keeping control enough to 
spit the lyrics at you. Totally aggressive and one you 
should check out. (Alternative Tentacles) 
ee 
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TROUBLE IS ..._.,Tempest in a teapot“ 7” 
OK. We'll review this one, something about this band 
makes me think about a project. There is a sticker on 
the cover saying ,,this includes members of Up Front 
and Sub Zero“ and if you read in the inside this band 
project just has just two members. Anyway, believe it 
or not, this reminds me of the last and early Up Front 
stuff, somehow with no real power and I could say for 
my taste a little bit too boring. (Smorgasbord) 
MM 


These guys play mid 90’s new skool, the music is up 
front and with plenty of fast and heavy chugga chugga 
riffs, better than anything I heard before from them. 
They bear the spirit of bands like Morning Again or 
Vision of Disorder in their music. One song has a good 
anti - religious sentiment which is in this genre badly 
needed. \Férre MM 
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A very loud release that Steve and the rest of Thumbs 
Down bring together here. This Belgian four piece 
whose music has a sound foundation of mid-tempo with 
a straight forward heavy emphasis on a great raw guitar 
sound. There is a range of musical styles present, 
influences range from Marginal Man to Youth Of 
Today, kind of to more punk genres. Also I have to say 
that I like the vocals of Steve, good job. (Genet) MM 


Winner Takes All 


TECH - 9 ,, winner takes all“ cD 

I liked their raw energy what they presented on their 
last release already with a fresh mix between Hardcore 
to OI Punk elements. What basically is the same they 
continue with their new one, well with the little 
difference that they have now way more Oi/Punk 


elements in their music compare to the last release or 
should I say back again. The new release fits better to 
Tech - 9 with the strong oi influence. Mostly up - tempo 
song structures with a hard hitting beat together a hell 
of energy especially with the support from the angry 
voice of Hein what Blast your head off. They cover 
Cockney Rejects OI OI OI what basically comes out 
all right too what should be already a compliment 
because it is always hard to give this Cockney charm 
back if you don’t have this slang 

(1 Scream ) MM 


UNCONQUERED ..Y erating | 
aaa 

Another consistent dose of SXE hardcore out of the 
house of XLife SentenceX. This four song mcd reminds 
me of a new skool version of Rykers or 25 Ta Life, 
heavy hardcore with a bit of metal thrown in for good 
measure, with ultra heavy driving guitar riffing and 
angry growling vocals. A good release, definitely 
somthing different out of the mud of releases, but a bit 
too predictable. (X Life Sentence X) MM 


UK SUBS __,,Riot* CD 

I can’t believe it, the 20th Anniversary the Subs with 
the original line-up back together and, with the release 
of ,,Riot“, taking another step in the Subs history, I 
have to even salute Charlie Harper especially for his 
inspiration and energy for keeping the UK Subs going 
for so long and writing punk rock like nobody else . 15 
classic Subs tracks presenting their uptempo punk with 
enthusiasm. Songs like “Riot” or “House of Cards” 
are traditional classic Subs songs where the rage and 
immediate energy come across so well through their 
auditory assault, really there is nothing else to say. (An- 
agram) MM 


I don’t know much about this band, but they make 
interesting listening. This 7” includes four songs of 
varied, vibrant and powerful hardcore. Maybe a slight 
new skool influence but not at all typical for this genre. 
All four songs are arranged with a nice melodic 
structure that always comes up the minute you have 
the feeling you're being screamed down to the floor, 
less metal oriented than usual even though there has to 
be a few bands who look for someting defferent. Alli 
in all there is a strong guitar drive through all four 
songs, supported from a really strong bass arrangement 
that rounds this release up as something fresh. (Ferret) 


ids Still have a lot to say“ LP/ 


After years New Jersey’s VISION release one of their 
best ones, probably one of the most overlooked bands, 
just because they never jumped on the band or I should 
better say label waggon. Straight forward sometimes 
melodic hardcore without any crossover or metal 
touches at all. Big full power-chord type stuff. Really 
great melodies and the vocals are great, in fact almost 
too good at times. 14 songs intrestingly arranged so 
that it doesn’t get boring to listening to, again and again. 
No this one is like a magnet for the ears, the more you 


hear it, the more you are drawn into it. Some of the 
guitar work on the more melodic tunes reminds me of 
the classic early D.I. harmonies or Naked Raygun. But 
like I said before in general this is classic raw east coast 
straight forward stuff. A well-timed piece of classic 
melodies that looks for something to get compared too. 
You H20 fans should look out for this one from these 
old guys who've been around for so long and never 
really changed their style. (Cargo) MM 


VOICE OF REGREAT »open eyes* 

CD 

This six song mcd features the singing,screaming and 
songstructurs of what most of you call new skool. Per- 
sonal I can’t just see them going this way their are alot 
of straight forward parts and the rage and immeediate 
energy come across quit well. huge guitars, chukka 
chukka elements the production is for that kind of music 
a little bit thin but hey .... (Fat For Life ) MM 
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A band known for a long time in sxe circles, I guess 
with this release on Kingfisher they ‘re aiming to expand 
their potential audience. Musically there's also a noted 
development, their 108, Turmoil roots are still evident 
but this time they’ve included some very welcome 
melodies, and singer Raoul proves that he has an 
impressive range. You can hear this in tracks like “Place 
To Be” where they have some older DC leanings, in 
the vein of Dag Nasty or Gray Matter, in fact the more 
[hear it, the more this track becomes a current favourite 
of mine. I have to admire this band for taking their 
own direction as they mature over time, and whilst not 
all songs are all that appealing to me, there are some 
classic moments on_ here. (Kingfisher) 
Gg 


I don’t know for how long this full length was 
advertised, anyway Varukers are back with a release 
that make you forget the last years and releases. All 
the crunch and power of the early Varukers. Every song 
is a powerful, aggressive attack. If the production would 
be as overproduced as the last Exploited ,,Beat The 
Bastards“ it would kick ass as well by the mass. I like 
it, and this is how it has to sound - raw and aggressive 
- with an ultra furious shouting/ screaming voice. (We 
B MM 


WANDA CHROME and the LEATHER 
Wand Chrome gives us 10 songs of snotty “77 U.S. 
garage punk rock with slashing guitar rock. For my 
taste to much bad boy rock ‘n‘roll ... I never was a big 
fan of this Iggy rock stuff (Subway) 
MM 
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Are there really more skyscrapers with that dumb 
Mercedes star on the roof, or is the cover picture taking 
from Berlin by night? Anyway not wishing to confuse 
you we're talking here about the Belgian band Wise 
Up. Four songs revealing a new skool storm with the 
obligatory chugga chugga guitars, for my taste a little 
bit to much guitar work, and these four songs also 
combine ideas and try to understand what they are 
working towards - nicely emotional, with harmonies 
and melodies especially when they get suported on one 
song by guest vocalist Nadia. Also the secong song on 
the second side has a strong driving guitar so that when 
I was finished I had the feeling that I should check this 
one out again, it is definitely one you should check out 
too. ( R)P.P. MM 


“ fl i ” 
A Revelation comp. including Speak 714, Battery, Shai 
Hulud and for sure Gorilla Biscuits, Youth Of Today 
or/and Judge and all the other ones who created the 
name for Revelation, 23 tracks in total with one song 
from each band. Printed on the cover is a big NOT 
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FOR SALE - promotional only so I guess it’s needlees 
to get any deeper right here, I believe this was made 
anyway for the Swedish market only. For me at least a 
nice overview of Revelation stuff one more time. 
(Revelation) MM 


V/A_,,Just another Punk split The Spiky Joys & 
The Attacked __ LP 

Looks like Japanese punk never seems to run out of 
good bands who present their lively and spirited 
interpretation of the good old British punk of the 
eighties. Right here we have two bands - The Spiky 
Joys who are so heavily influenced by the early 
Partisans sometimes it is even too close, if you know I 
mean. Five tunes that really surprised me with their 
power and drive. The Attacked are a little bit noisier 
with maybe not such a powerful production, anyway 
you get 13 tunes of straight forward punk as it was 
made in England in the beginning of the eighties 
(Knock Out) MM 


Frank, with the help of I Scream, has put a nice price 
double ed comp. together, that doesn’t comply with any 
stereotype or label war. It is a nice comp witha selection 
of todays hardcore. bands like Snapcase, Warzone, 
Earth Crisis, Surface, Ignite, Will Haven, Miozin, 25 
Ta Life, Deviate and almost 50 other bands. None of 
the bands offer any new recordings, but I believe a 
comp. like this keeps the idea anyway to get people a 
chance to break into different styles and give a wider 
overview in general about what is going on, a good 
idea without the typical label priorities. (I Scream) 
MM 
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Once again Burning Heart presents us a selection of 
their bands on a nice price cd.. So you will find bands 
ranging from the almighty BUSINESS through 
Millencolin - with an awesome song- to No Fun At All 
and 59 Times the Pain who present two songs and I 
have to say that the cover version of Cockney Rejects 
,, Flares n’Slippers“ turns my stomach to 118 times the 
pain - please don’t do this anymore! I_ wonder why 
they cover anyway a Oi song anyway. Now that 
Refused is on board I believe that apart from the few 
foreign bands this presents a good view of what's going 
on in Sweden right now. (Burning Heart ) MM 


V/A »H8000 hardcore vol. 1“ CD 
If you're looking for an introduction into the world of 
H8000 this is the way to find out what’s going on in 
the combining influences of death metal and hardcore. 
The overall sound quality is good, some of the bands 
are known already like Congress - who exclusively 
recorded their track for this cd - , Liar, Blindfold, Re- 
gression or Hitch and some newer names like Lifecyle, 
Instict, Fake or Spineless just to name a few. (Sober 
MM 


V/A _“Music _ Against __ Racism” CD 


This compilation features 19 bands from Poland, with 
adiverse musical range from folk rock through reggae 
to punk or hardcore. All the artists - among some of 
them big rock bands, contributed their recordings for 
free. The songs all deal with anti-racist and anti-nazi 
issues in the lyrics. Some of them are released for the 
first time and some have been written specially to 
appear on this record. You have to check this one out 
for yourself, personally I like a couple of tracks a great 
deal, some stuffis not my cup of tea. Anyway the idea 
behind it is one point enough to give it at least a try. 


(QQRYQ) MM 


V/A “New York's hardest II” CD 
I heard a lot about this one as usual before finally getting 
the chance to listen to it. I have to say I have mixed 
feelings about this one, somehow it is maybe a good 
idea to present a wider range of the bands and styles 
around these days in Big Apple but I don’t know, 
straight up new skool sound is not what I was expecting 
to hear under the banner of NY Hardest, nor this kind 
of emotional rock beat even I have to admit that all 
these bands do their thing really well but this is not 
what I was expecting to get from a comp. with such a 
heavy name. I mean 25 Ta Life or Skarhead as well as 
SFA hold up the banner but stuff like Alpha Jerk I don’t 
know ... I was waiting for somthing new. (Black 
Pumpkin) MM 


V/A__“Nothin" but a _hardway” CD 
If you've read the Japan scene report in here, then you 
will have noticed many references to this compilation, 
whilst I was looking forward to hearing it I have to 
admit that I’m pretty much blown away by the high 
standard of bands on here. 18 bands in all, each giving 
one track, and the music comes very much from the 
New York corner, with a lot of stright edge influences 
creeping in there too, with the backing choruses very 
much in evidence in bands like Not A Thing, Swing 
Arm and others, kind of in the Strife vein. Other bands 
come at you from the heavier Merauder corner, 
especially Dyingrace who impressed me with their 
power assault. I think my favourite on here is Stinger 
who take a twisted ride through various styles, always 
perfectly executed. Overall a great introduction to tons 
of good bands, definitely worth checking out. You can 
get this cd by sending $10 to Yoshinori c/o Out Ta 
Bomb (see Japan scene report) or through Core Tex. 
(Radical East) Fe 
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An Alternative Tentacles catalog sampler with 24 bands 
and over 73 minutes. It mixes bands presenting the 
lable’s staple diet, like No Means No or Lard, as well 
as the way-out bands like Man Is The Bastard, Logical 
Nonsense and a lot of other newer releases. It is 
definitely good to hear this kind of bands and to get 
the feel of the overall label work again, since I thought 
the virus was gone for a while. Maybe it was just ofa 
lot of folks I know who like this music too and would 
try to interpret themselves through these bands and the 
label - anyway all in all a good release again with a lot 
interesting tunes and bands, also including some spoken 


word parts. (Alternative Tentacles) 
MM 
V/A We are not Devo“ CD 


A comp. featuring The Vandals, Lagwagon, Voodoo 
Glow Skulls and ten more Californian bands, all doing 
covers of as the title says Devo. A good production 
but besides that this is pretty dull, unless you're super 
into Devo and you like to hear every version of every 
song or haven't heard enough versions of these songs 
already. In general the covers are not so spectacular 
apart from maybe the version of ,, El Mongoloide* 
from Possum Dixon. Compared to this the versions by 
the Vandals and Jugheads Revenge are horrible- Hey, 
whoever collected this together made a big mistake by 
not taking the D.I. versions of Devo because these ones 
really rock even if they are years old. (Centipede) MM 


sa Lif Il” CD 

Finally a budget sampler from this prolific 
label, it features 18 bands and to its credit 
there’s a load of unreleased songs as well as 
some old favourites. Bands like Congress, 25 
Ta Life, Spirit Of Youth, Culture, Liar and 
Morning Again don’t really need much 
introduction and these bands are difinitely the 
high points, but there’s a number of new names 
to look out for, like Shorebreak who sound 
exactly like a mix of Morning Again and 
Culture, or Length Of Time who show that the 
heavy NY sound is alive in Belgium. Overall 
a worthwhile comp for you to check out, as I 
doubt many of you know all the bands 
presented on here. (Good Life Rec.) 


support your 
local record 


store 


i 
IEW LGA. 


+ a’ a 


TAANG TV VOLUME I 

Did I really exspect to much from this on....... 
I guess I did Imean I through to get the first 
years of Taang somehow presented alright thei 
is a SSD and a Negative Fx clip but hey the 
SSD one is a old copy I think filmed even 
before video cameras been in the hands of the 
consumers and they overdoubt it with the 
recording of the record what here and their 
dosn't realy mixed up well the Negative FX 
clip starts of with a great quality and a little 
fight when the song starts off it just cuts of in 
the middle of the song what pissed me 
somehow off. No DYS No Jerrys Kids or other 
early stuff but I believe it is hard to get hands 
on good material of these days I mean it is not 
fair to critist here and there to much because 
in generell the clips from Bosstons or Gang 
Green been alright and I mean that I don’t like 
some stuff Taang was doing is not their fault 
either so let’s get it short if you been into the 
stuff Taang is presenting over the years from 
Spacemen to Stiff Little Fingers to 
saashagigeasncesatoess\suenavauxs then you better give this 
a try people who looks for the golden years of 
Taang well you have to find out for your self. 
(Taang Video ) MM 
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TOMORROW 


You can read about this always and 
everywhere, that reunions are bad/ evil, 
just for the money or whatever verbs you 
can count - well, normal situation as 
everybody needs to eat and drink. I for 
myself can count a couple of very 
pleasant reunions, for example The 
Misfits and Agnostic Front (do you still 
think that they have to answer questions 
about why they been pro-American, stu- 
pid world ?). Well I can easily name a 
couple of reunions that I didn’t like or 
couldn’t care less about, like Circle 
Jerks, but I still respect the fact that this 
is their lives and their opinions. You 
might ask me why I respect an evil thing 
like that, that’s quite easy to answer, 
because I have enough problems first off 
with my own life, to not be bothered if 
somebody somewhere is trying a reunion 
and secondly this is just music - just 
music - if we care! Just think about how 
and when you get confronted with the 
idea of reunion and you will easily find 
out that everything is just another set up 
card-trick in this game. Well if you want 
to take a minute follow my thoughts and 
maybe write me back your opinion 
because it is never to late. I recently read 
in a zine how bad reunions are in 
general, and especially Agnostic Front, 
but all his knowledge was based on the 
fact that he doesn’t like the band and 
their music, as well as the image - which 
people like him help to create rather than 
the band. You know what I mean. The 
reason why this band is bad is just a 
couple of issues, the main reason why a 
reunion like Descendants could a nice 
surprise kinda says a lot. Basically it is 
no matter for him of good, or bad, or 
even correct, it is a matter of his own 
personal taste, and in general by zines 
and magazines you know. So basically 
it is the evil attitude of this fuck-you 
society ,,you are what you have“. Why 
can’t you care less if some old skool folks 
turn up the volume again for whatever 
reason, or some new skool kid is 
preaching you another lesson in what 
you have to say or eat and two years later 
finds a nice career in the society he 
claimed to be against, the point is, does 
this really matter? Maybe you can care 
less and lie back and just have some fun. 
But getting back to the point, who is the 
Judge here and who is judging what? 
Isn’t the fact that people who don’t play 


BELONGS TO NO ONE 


in bands judge band members, whether they 
are Hardcore or not. I can easily give you 
examples of a couple of people who played 
in a band, then the band stopped playing, 
or he quit for what ever reasons. But the 
human beneath continued his way, he/she 
never changed at all and after a couple years 
he found a good band he would like to join 
again or after years of learning process, 
some ex members crossed paths again and 
they all felt the same spirit again - bingo - 
who wants to judge and who is being 
judged? If you just care about music or if 
you re one of the more than music faction, 
it should still be interesting to hear from 
some bands and what their experience are. 
OK OK I know too that there are always 
some idiots around but do we really need to 
talk about this, NO I don’t. Getting back to 
both bands I mentioned before - Agnostic 
Front and The Misfits - both bands are 
anything but commercial, just look behind 
the curtains at how they work and care about 
people around them, what their goals are. 
A lot of the bands around could learn a big 
lesson from both. Respect, loyalty and 
honesty is the key right here! And believe 
me one thing, this matters. The big excuse 
is usually the difference between the past 
and now, I know too that since “88 things 
changed and I know a lot of people don’t 
like to hear this, but it is a fact that in the 
early 70’s to mid 80’s the scene was just 
the expression of the freaks who made it. 
Punx , Skins, Hooligans, Rude Boys or 
pissed off working class kids were hanging 
out together doing whatever together. 
Sometimes there were no shows for one or 
two months, they didn’t care - music was 
just a soundtrack to their lives, music didn’t 
meant too much, the only think that 
mattered was you! So if bands had been 
turning their backs or saying stupid things 
they had to count on trouble, to name the 
most known victims of the day The Clash 
or Discharge, who got beaten down or had 
riots against them, so they had to play with 
police guard or not at all anymore. Just 
because they were an individual scene out 
of a neighborhood who set the rules. But 
these days everything is just the music, there 
is no real individual scene that can claim 
for itself that they don’t use or have to deal 
with labels of the music scene, or bands to 
provide the soundtrack, the individual 
means nothing anymore, so it seems that 
society wins one more round as easy as that. 
Everything is around the bands trends, what 


they say or do and you protrude yourself 
over this explanation too, don’t you. When 
was the last time you went with an open 
mind to somebody you don’t know. Bands 
these days use hardcore as a stepping stone 
and nobody cares if they play corporate 
rock pop music, my god whatever they call 
it or label it, using thousands of 
explanations to let me know, with a nice 
smile on their face - fuck you! Basically 
out of this jungle is also a critical point to 
reunions - validity, or making a career, 
but basically everybody is afraid that 
hardore could really have some meaning 
again. I’m not afraid to be the black sheep 
- I never was and I never will, and if I 
have to be the black sheep amongst the 
black sheep I couldn’t care less. Tomorrow 
belongs to no one. Somebody said to me a 
while ago it has to do with the fact that 
everybody likes to have it a kind of fantasy 
world in middle of reality where you can 
hide yourself, at least for a while. 
Everybody is afraid to wake up be forced 
to notice that they been nothing more than 
just a copy of a copy of a copy - nothing 
original, nothing new and nothing they 
did for their own - or do you really believe 
buying records, trading 7”s or going to 
shows is something really new or innova- 
tive. Is it really so simple to understand 
why the younger generation always has 
to bad-mouth a come-back of some of the 
older generation? If I get this all together, 
there is nothing bad about reunions in 
themselves, most of this anti attitude 
comes from the personal level, the 
attitudes we hate in this society we have 
to live in. Well, I don’t want to write about 
this forever, so I'll draw things to close 
now. Money and getting rich? Does 
somebody still really think you can become 
a millionaire with playing in a real 
Hardcore band and if you play in band who 
agrees to go the industry way who fucking 
cares anyway. 99% of the bands I meet 
over the years can’t even get from point 
one to point two and the few bands who 
are little bit successful just make it as long 
they are young and don’t get to close to 
real life because then they call it a day or 
have to do it as a hobby by side. Just to 
say it one more time I’m looking forward 
to get your response on this, because I 
know that a lot of people have different 
thoughts about this, but like I said 
previously, we couldn't care less what 
other people do. 


Better Than A Thousand on tour 


(w/ Battery): 

22.05. Bochum, Germany/ Zwischenfall 
23.05. Salzgitter, Germany/ Forellenhof 
24.05. Dilsen/As, Belgium/ As Club 

25.05. Kassel, Germany/ Spot 

26.05. Wil, Switzerland./ Remise 

27.05. Ulm-Langenau, Germany/JUZ 
29.05. Szombatheley, Hungary/ Vegalomas 
30.05. Miinchen- Esterhofen, Germany/ Ballroom 
31.05. Eindhoven, Netherlands/ Dynamo 

01.06. Diisseldorf, Germany/ Sojus 7 

02.06. Salzwedel, Germany./ Ausrangiert 

03.06. Poznan, Poland/ Dziedziniec Zamkowy 
08.06. Bielefeld, Germany/ AJZ ‘ 
09.06. Blieskastel, Germany/ P-Werk 

10.06. Schweinfurt, Germany/ Alter Stadtbahnhof 
11.06. Chemnitz, Germany/ AJZ 

12.06. Berlin, Germany/ SO 36 

13.06. Geel, Belgium/ Axion, festival 
14.06. Amsterdam, Netherlands/ festival 
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BD 1 LP/ CD 
Here you have the debut - recorded 
in 1991 - of legendary Kreuzberg out- 
fit Troopers. Finally released as a tri- 
bute to old bassist Brise who died not 
so long ago, these are dirty street 
oie anthems for the disgruntled 
ored generation of today. Life 
sounds hard on here, and judging 
from the sound it doesn’t sound fake 
either. Gravel-chewing vocals, lyrics 
¥ tinal and a much talked about 
and. 
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TROOPERS 
marchenprinz 


BD 2 MLP/ CDep 

A new line up here, and a polishin 
of the sound. If as changed, 
there’s a slight metallic influence on 
here, due to the new drummer, but 
it’s still straight up oi!/ streetpunk 
from the heart of Troopers. 
Unfortunately only a mini Ip, but it’s 
enough to keep let rocking until the 
new full length hits the streets. 
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BRUISERS 

molotov 

BD 3 10”/ CDep 

Ten years since their formation, the 
Bruisers are still knocking them out, 
and still playing ahead of the field. 
Highlight is a reworking of their clas- 
sic "Intimidation". CD IS OUT, 
TAKING PREORDERS FOR VINYL 
NOW !! 

CD is not for export outside Europe. 
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DEVIL IN DISGUISE 

rules of the fools 

BD 4 7” 

Classic Street Rock ‘n Roll inspired 
by Elvis, Misfits and Social 
Distortion. Will be on tour with the 
Misfits in June!!! 


LIVE WITH MISFITS: 
03.06 Kostenz, 
04.06 Bochum, 
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The hardcore scene is made up of various different elements and levels - bands, styles, local 
scenes, time periods, and characters. No-one can argue that names like Ian MacKaye, Jello 
Biafra, Kevin Seconds, Vinny Stigma, Ray Cappo, Henry Rollins aren't pivotal characters upon 
which today’s scene has been created, through their words, music, actions and ideologies. Of 
course there are many more people worth mentioning here, and in my opinion one of them is Dan 
O Mahoney. Now, I’m not talking about simple hero worship - quite the opposite, as I’m sure you 
could find faults and contrary positions to the people in question, but the fact remains that such 
characters have provided a soundtrack to a generation, provoked thought and inspired thousands 
more to go out and do something. Dan O Mahoney has been the guiding force behind bands such 
as No For An Answer, Carry Nation, 411 and studio projects like Voice Box and God Forgot. He 
ran his own label (Workshed records) for a while, and has independantly had two books published 
through AK Press. Partly through his actions and partly through the way the scene works, he was 
built up as a straight edge figurehead at the time when Revelation was THE sxe label, and then 
took a heavy fall (in the eyes of the scene...) by rejecting that lifestyle in favour of another. 
Perhaps most importantly, he spoke out against sexism and homophobia in a scene so bent on 
being “correct” in other aspects that this became a lost cause, of no interest to most. Right now 
he’s back with a new bands called SPEAK 714, and I jumped at a chance of an interview, not 
only is he fronting a great new band, but I always though he was someone with a lot to say ... read 
on and I’m sure you Il agree. 


It’s a long time since we've heard of 
you as far as music is concerned, what 
have you been up to as far as music 
is concerned? 

Well 411 broke up about 4 or 5 years 
ago, and people were under the 
impression that I stopped doing music, 
in reality I started to concentrate on 
writing, and did a sort of part time band 
in Berkeley, in the East Bay, called Both 
Ends Broken. In three years we only 
played about 5 shows, wrote about 12 
songs. It wasn’t very serious, but it sort 
of kept my chops up. I wrote 2 books 
during that time, they re both on a more 
personal subject matter than I tend to 
write songs about, called “Three 
Legged Race” and “Four Letter Word”. 
At one point I gave a try at doing music 
with Gavin from No For An Answer, 
we went to Europe to see how that 
would work but I wasn’t particularly 
happy with it. 

That was that European tour you did 
a couple of years ago, right? 
It was an experiment for a lot 
of things, we didn’t know if we 
would do it as No For An 
Answer at first, but there were 
so many offers to do it, it was 
just a metter of ... he and I have 
probably written close to 30 songs 
together and we just wanted to see 
whether we still had it and it just didn’t 
work out that well. Then when I moved 
back to Orange County about 5 or 6 
years after I had left, I hooked up with 
Joe Foster, with who I had been writing 
songs on and off since college in 1985, 
it just clicked and we turned out ten 
songs really quick. I wanted to tour a 
lot worse than he did and I’m a little bit 
more political than he is I guess, so he 
was pretty cool about letting me find 
other members who would back up 
what I wanted to do, and now it’s a full 
time band. 

Are you happy to be working with a 
full-time band again? 

Oh, absolutely, it feels great! 
In between, you did a lot of projects 
too, things like Voicebox, God 
Forgot,.... 

Voicebox was actually before 411 broke 
up, but God Forgot ... I love doing that. 
I love working in the studio, it’s one of 
the funnest things in the world, totally 
creatively satisfying. I’ve never thought 
that there was any kind of moral 


mandate that to make songs and release 
songs you have to be willing to go out 
and promote them, people might think 
it’s just a capitalist thing to go and do 
studio projects, but the reality of it is, 
people go out and tour to sell records, 
and if I do projects where I have to 
invest the same amount of money and 
don’t make as much money, I don’t 
really see that what I’m doing hurts 
anybody. God Forgot is essentially a 
metal record, it deals with issues of se- 
xual abuse, which was a big part of 
what was going on in my life as far as 
the person I was closest to at the time - 
it definitely served a purpose. 
Going back to No For An Answer, 
did you see yourself developing into 
a role model at that time? 

Hell, everybody who was in a band who 
succeeded back then sort of got treated 
that way. Particularly from the 
Revelation records thing, I mean we 
were from California but at that time 


I think a lot of people stood a 
few years out of the spotlight 
and now find that they really 
enjoyed the attention. 


‘Revelation records and the New York 


hardcore scene at the time, you know, 
anybody who had distant connections 
to either Ray Cappo, Pat Dubar or Ian 
MacKaye somehow got a second-rate 
super-hero status! 

And how did you cope with that? 
Not that well actually, I think it had a 
rather negative effect on my mind. I 
mean I enjoyed the notoriety and I was 
very proud of my lyricism and felt that 
we were very honest but I also found 
myself locked into positions and 
opinions and platforms that were 
adopted by a 17, 18, 19 year old guy, 
well I’m 30 years old now, some of 
those things didn’t hold up that well. 
On another level, I came to really only 
be familiar with who Dan O Mahoney, 
the singer for No For An Answer was, 
and I missed several years of private 
internal growth. 

Then after a while you gave up on 
the straight edge thing ... what kind 
of reactions did you get? 

Not as hugely negative as I would have 
expected. I mean something that’s 
always been important to me is keeping 


everything above ground. Telling 
people the truth, being straight forward 
and honest, and people seemed to 
respond to that, much more than I 
would have expected them to, much 
more than I would have credited them 
with. So that was kind ofa relief, I mean 
of course your die-hard hardline 
straight edge kids just find it disgusting 
that I ever dallied away from the path. 
Again though, if I’m gonna sit around 
and claim that making a super-hero out 
of hardcore front men or hardcore front- 
people in general is a bad thing, and 
then I’m gonna complain that they don’t 
treat me like a hero any more then I’m 
just a hypocrite. People seem to respect 
my intellect and they respect what I 
have to say and response to this band 
has been extremely positive, so I’d have 
to be an asshole to complain about the 
way that people treat me. 
I guess, when you re younger, you do 
need some sort of role models around 
you just to keep in check, and if 
that role model comes from an 
underground scene rather than t.v. 
or whatever I guess that’s a 
healthy thing. 
Well, there’s 2 sides to it though. I 
mean Ian MacKaye and Kevin 
Seconds, they were a huge influence on 
me when I was young and I think they 
were a positive influence, but at the 
same time a lot of people are running 
around being influenced by people who 
aren’t much older than they are, and 
what they're really doing is suggesting 
that this person is better than they are, 
or at least made of different stuff than 
they are, and I don’t think that’s healthy. 
Another thing that was on my mind - 
people in bands at the time of NFAA 
seemed to disappear shortly 
afterwards, and now there seems to 
be a resurgence of those people 
coming back with new bands, is that 
something to do with college coming 
in between? 
I don’t really think college had anything 
to do with it. I think a lot of people stood 
a few years out of the spotlight and now 
find that they really enjoyed the 
attention. Also it’s a very fun style of 
music to play, I mean if I were Ray I’d 
be doing Better Than A Thousand, not 
Shelter! I know that Ritchie was 
planning an Underdog tour earlier this 
year - you could never have paid me to 


be in Into Another but I would have 
loved to be in Underdog. Since then, I 
think people try to expand and create 
this deeper vision of themselves to 
people within the music scene in trying 
to do experimental things I mean I did 
411 which sounded a lot different from 
No Fo An Answer and then I did Both 
Ends Broken which sounded a lot dif- 
ferent than 411 but sometimes I think a 
person realises that there’s one thing 
they're best at you know, and when I 
went back and did the Speak album, 
you could say it’s in the same musical 
vein as my early bands in terms of its 
speed and intensity, but the vocals I sing 
in a considerably different style than I 
did ... I think what some people learn 
is that they can still work within the 
same musical genre, and still do 
something explorational, they can still 
be creative without having to form 
metal bands, rock bands, dance bands 


Lyrically, on the Speak album 
especially, you seem to be open in 
talking about a lot of personal 
problems you have experienced... 
... | think that’s the only way to handle 
it,ryeah).!..2 

Do you think you ve benefitted from 
talking about things like alcohol and 
so on? 

I catch a lot of shit for it! People think 
that it’s self-pitying or they wonder why 
anybody would want to know and my 
response to that is well, why would they 
want to ask the question? Alcohol in 
some ways is a point of shame for me, 
because I come from an alcoholic 
family I mean, a long bloodline of 
convicts and heroin addicts and drunks, 
half of my uncles died young ... really I 
should have known better, that shit 
doesn’t do me any good. I’m not an 
alcoholics anonymous type or a ‘12 
program’ guy, but resisting it is a daily 
process. 

I guess then at that time No For An 
Answer was important for you as a 
way of setting yourself away from 
alcohol. 

Well, one thing I was talking to 
soembody the other night about was 
that ... | could come out and say I wish 
that I had never drank but at the same 
time that’s sort of a hollow statement, 
there are things that I learntz by doing 
it, but even more so is that I’m glad 


that when I did start I was like 25 years 
old and not 16 or 17. I think that yopu’re 
more in your formative years as a 
teenager, and drinking particularly 
among teens is largely a matter of peer 
pressure. 

On the other hand, I know a lot of 
people who were straight edge in 
their teens and when they hit 20 or 
so and start 


drinking, and they 
seem to make a really 
big deal out of it... 
It’s probably to do with 
people who are extreme 
in their character at all 
points. Being very mili- 
tant when they ‘re straight 
edge, being very drunk 
when they're drinkers, 
you now. I don’t know why that 
syndrome exists, except that I’ll always 
look the other way if somebody’s 
waving their flag too damn high you 
now what I mean. If I see someone 
screaming their ass off demonstrating 
acompletely extreme viewpoint at any 
point in their life, I’m never shocked 
when I see them raising the exact 
opposite five years later. 

OK lets move onto another subject, 
is the publishing that you've done 
something that occupied you in 
between music?. 

That as much as casually doing music. 
For the first time in my life, after 411 I 


was poor, very poor. So I’ve been 
working a great deal, I’ve had a full- 
time job for the last 5 years. I never 
had a job at all during No For An 
Answer so ... I’ve always been... 
infactuated with the written word, 
maybe even more than music. There are 
certain writers who I can pick up and 
like read 6 books of them in a row and 
not get bored and I’ve always wanted 
to do it myself. Writers who have 
nothing to do with my morality, but 
people lilke Charles Bukowski, 
Hunter S. Thompson - Thompson 
in particular is a great wordsmith 
and probably the best humorist 
ever, there’s Steinbeck who I could 
read books on and, an author 
named John Fonté - 
they’re all people that I 
like a lot. 
When you started writing 
did you have any of these 
writers in your mind? 
No, but I’ve noticed that 
whenever I’m describing 
Las Vegas Igo really 
overboard 
the same way 
that Hunter. 
Thompson 
does. No, I 
just had 
stuff that I 
wanted to 
get out of 
my 
system, 
particularly 
the first 
book, a 
lot of that 
had been sitting in 
notebooks for years. I have like 3 more 
books in my computer that I just never 
bothered to compile and turn over to 
Ramsey ( note - boss of AK Press). 
Would you recommend to somebody 
who’s into your music that they 
should check out your written work 
for that fact? 
If they like my style of words or they're 
curious about what inspires me then 
yes, if they're hoping to read the same 
kind of thing that I write in my lyrics 
... music and books are two different 
purposes in my life. 
Do you like talking about Vegas? 
(laughs) Sure. I don’t go as much as I 


used to, there was sort of a phase in 
my life when I was there almost every 
week. I still consider it to be the 
strangest place on earth. Las Vegas 
is like 15 miles of road that are 
completely on fire! 

What attracted you there in the first 
place? 

I have no idea... My mother was a 
compulsive gambler, she was there 
constantly throughout my youth I 
think. 411 stopped there on the first 
night of our first tour, and I think I 
was just hooked. I still have very fond 
memories of it, and the biggest love 
affair I ever had started in Las Vegas 
so it’s a dramatic city for me. 
Moving on now to 411, whereas No 
For An Answer seemed to go 
through mainstream music industy 
routes e.g. Hawker/ Roadrunner, 


411 seemed to go for the 
underground route, was this a 
conscious decision? 

It was a conscious decision because 
... it became more and more obvious, 
I don’t know who’s running them now, 
but MCA was the label pulling the 
strings at Hawker. We had been talked 
into doing a record with Hawker 
through a very nice guy named John 
Bello, to this day I really like a lot, he 
really paid the band a lot of individual 
attention and he was very agreeable 
and open to our ideas, he didn’t try to 
conrol us much. This was right after 
No For An Answer doing the 7” on 
Revelation, where Ray tried very 
much to control the release, to tell us 
which songs to put on there, tell us 
which photos we could use. And that 
really pissed me off, rubbed me up 
the wrong way. That was when Ray 
was more or less the label head, you 
know, I said this record really isn’t 
that good, print only 3000, and they 


go and print 6000, lame stuff like 
that. So in that sense, Hawker was 
willing to advertise us more, they 
were willing to respect our wishes 
more, they gave us complete graphic 
freedom, it was like that and so it 
was very attractive. Towards the end 
they were so obsessed with not 
investing in the band unless they 
were guaranteed recouping on this 
front or that front, but they already 
made plenty of money off the band. 
By then I was already running my 
own label (Note - Workshed), doing 
records for bands like Hard Stance 
and Headfirst and Triggerman, so | 
had the opportunity to do 411 
records myself so I did. It worked 
out very well, with that band I think 
we ran 2 ads for the band in Maxi- 
mum Rock n’Roll the whole time we 
existed and by the time we did 
our second tour, we sold out 
every show. By then we were 
networking with the people 
from ABC No Rio back east, 
the whole Born Against crowd 
and Avail crowd, people that are 
very helpful in getting you into 
the right rooms and playing to 
the right people in terms of 
people interested in what you 
have to say. 

Weren't they the people that 
were handing out boycott fliers 
outside the Hawker shows you 


were playing in New York?’ 


Yeah, but the same day that they 
were doing that we were staying in 
their bedrooms! Sam ( Note- ex- 
Born Against vocalist, now Men’s 
Recovery Project and Vermiform 
Records) and I, in fact we were 
better friends friends back then, 
while No For An Answer was on 
Hawker and while we did a lot of 
things they didn’t like, than we have 
been since. I don’t even speak to Sam 
McPheeters any more and I have 
very brief conversations with Adam 
if at all, but back then we were all 
pretty good friends. 

So where do you feel most 
comfortable playing or being - 
musically now that you re back on 
Revelation - without Ray telling 
you what to do? 

Pretty much (laughs). Well I’m 
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probably the happiest I’ve ever been 
right now and as far as labels go the 
wierd thing is, Revelation has grown a 
lot in the past 10/ 12 years since we 
did anything with them, and when they 
they expressed interest in Speak - we 
paid for the recordings out of our own 
pockets, we didn’t get signed and then 
go be a band, I was more Joe and I 
wanting to get things done - they wanted 
to hear the tapes, and so we went there 
with some trepidation, I’ve always liked 
Jordan in terms of he’s easy to talk to 
but I was a little sceptical because of 
the way my first trip with Revelation 
went. Anyway I get in there and almost 
everybody in there who works 
at Revelation is 
somebody who I 
grew up with or 
somebody I knew 
from before I moved 
to Orange County and 
they ve been very open 
and supportive, 
particularly in the 
States in terms of 
coughing up tour 
support. Of all the people 
in the world, Richie 
Birkenhead is now their 
graphics guy and he totally 
gives me freedom and 
autonomy to design the stuff 
for the band. It’s a situation 
where the label has some 
muscle and can get our name out there 
and at the same time it’s people I know 
as human beings and not absolute 
bottom-line business obssessed. I know 
all the people since they were 16/ 17 
and so if they're fucking with us then I 
can tell them to stop. It’s sort of a dream 
position. 

And with what kind of crowd would 
you like to fit in? 


audience in mind. What I would hope 
is that after the first year of touring or 
so, I mean being a Revelation band and 
playing that sort of music at that speed 
you're guaranteed a straight-edge 
audience, you’re gonna see plenty of 
Champion sweatshirts! That’s great 
because they are some of the most 
enthusiastic kids in the world, I’ve been 
one myself and I believe in what theyre 
doing at that age to a certain extent, 
there’s some things that are very 


unhealthy, but now with the new line 
up, we address a lot of pro- choice 
issues, a lot of the same issues that 411 
did in terms of, you know, with Orange 
County being one of the most 
homophobic places in the world. We 
discuss a lot of issues concerning se- 
xual freedom, artistic freedom in terms 
of not wanting to be a part of a scene 
that tries to control the statement of the 
individual, I’m hoping that when those 
are the types of things you're trying to 
say and those are the issues you’re 
going in-depth on that you would attract 
just about anybody 
wos 


a thinker and 

interested in that kind of music. So 
that if we had the same political fan- 
base that 411 did and attracted people 
from the A.R.A. or Anti-Fascist crowd, 
people that I’ve met just as an individual 
rather than as a musician in Europe, 
that would be very important to me. 
I think 411 was a very important 
band in the hardcore scene because 
you addressed issue pretty much 
taboo in the hardcore scene - you can 
be as anti-racist or pro-vegetarian as 
you like but as soon as you question 
issues like sexuality or masculinity ... 
did you get much response from that? 
Those were probably our most popular 
songs ... | mean, I think that the Speak 
album has my best vocals, I think the 
vocals on the 411 and on the No For 
An Answer album are absolute shit! I 
just think I had a terrible voice, I sound 
like an angst-ridden fat kid. But the fact 
that we had something to say and we 
were a band that made people scratch 


their heads is what gained us any space 
with people at all, I don’t think it’s 
because we sounded that incredible, and 
I think that’s an important premium to 
keep. On the first Speak album apart 
from the song that’s a sort of 
confessional about my drinking, or 
“Virus” which is about the fact that 
AIDS is an equal opportunities disease, 
is sort of a content light album in 
comparison with the 411 album, it 
doesn’t make as many strident 
statements and that bothers me a 
little. With the origi- 

nal line-up that was 
hard to do because 
we weren't as 

passionate about 

the same things, 
now we have a 
line-up that’s 

ready to address 

those things and 
[intend to do so 


full steam 
ahead. And 
yeah, to this 
Ya day I mean, 
7 =———_ people 
a —=— would 
= write songs 


about sexism but they 
didn’t incorporate that at all in the 
hardcore scene, into their sexual role- 
playing. Nothing in-depth except 
maybe a “She’s not a thing” song, it 
doesn’t question their own attitudes 
within relationships, doesn’t question 
issues of reproductive freedom, it just 
doesn’t go in depth. 

OK, onto other things, a friend of 
mine always insisted that you'd been 
taking singing lessons. 

People have asked me that before, 
because my voice keeps changing so 
much. I used to think that you were 
either singing or screaming, you can 
listen to 411 stuffand it switches gears, 
Ill go through a whole verse just sort 
of singing like Frank Sinatra, and then 
I'll kick into a screaming chorus. I think 
what I’ve leant to do, and it was actually 
in the band that nobody really heard, 
was to carry a melody while you're 
screaming. I sing as loud as I’ve ever 
sung on the Speak album but I’m still 
carrying a fair amount of melody. 
Do you see yourself as a singer, or 


just someone who’s there to put a 
message across? 

That just depends, if you want to put it 
technically then I’m just the person 
doing the vocals in the band, I don’t 
think I’m a person of any particular 
vocal talent, absolutely not, I’m fairly 
limited, all of my favorite singers could 
sing me into the dirt! I enjoy my. voice, 
don’t get me wrong, and as far as 
straight fast hardcore other than Ian 
MacKaye I’m probably my favorite 
singer, it’s not a particularly musically 
challenging genre, it’s very fulfilling 
emotionally but it doesn’t require great 
vocal control the way a lot of other 
things do. 

Are you still in contact with members 
of your previous bands? 

I have a lot of contact with 

Gavin from No For An 
Answer, he’s still one of my 
best friends, occasionally 
through other people... Josh 
from 411 and I still say hi, 
a couple of years back 
when I finally felt that I had 
recouped the thousands 
and thousand of dollars of 
my own money that I had 
put into 411 then I signed 
all the royalties over to 
Mario, and we had a 
long talk and some 
laughs. It was good to 
see his band when 
Clikitat Ikawi came 
through the Bay Area, but for the most 
part I don’t. mean Kevin Murphy from 
Farside who was in 411 circulates fliers 
that say “Dan Is The Bastard” and 
explains to everybody why I’m a 
capitalist and a racist and a sexist and 
a homophobe. He literally creates all 
this bitter fiction and mis-truths and 
half-truths I guess out bitterness or 
feeling left out in a loop for the last few 
years. 

Does that disturb you at all? 

It really hurts my feelings, because I’ve 
done enough shitty things in my life that 
you might as well attack me with things 
that I’ve actually done rather than 
creating things out of thin air. Ill hear 
stories, like one time I got in a fight in 
the Bay Area one night that landed me 
in jail. Well he printed something saying 
that I beat up a homeless guy. The fight 
I got in was with a guy who was letting 
himself through the security gate into 


his private appartment. A fairly well- 
to-do yuppie type fellow. We just got 
into a fairly stupid miscommunication, 
bickering on a city street that turned 
into a brawl. But when someone runs 
around publishing in public passing out 
fliers at a hardcore show that you’re 
some kind of degenerate pig who goes 
around beating up the homeless, I mean 
that’s a pretty poisonous thing to say 
and a pretty sick image to create. It’s 
hugely irresponsible, and the one thing 
it confirms is that there will never be 
another 411 or God Forgot type project 
because I can’t involve myself with 
someone who’s comfortable poisoning 
other people’s image through something 
that doesn’t even have a shred of fact. 
Kevin had a chip on his shoulder 

throughout the whole time he was in 
the band, I mean I 


always liked the 
guy and he’s the best guitarist I’ve 
ever played with, but at any given point 
Kevin would always be bickering with 
Josh or me. He was just never really 
satisfied, I think he’s a lot happier in 
Farside, I just wish he’d keep his yap 
shut about me! 

In the Speak bio I read stuff about 
‘putting Orange County hardcore 
back on the map’. 

... You can attribute that to fuckin’ Joe 
Foster. 

Are you comfortable with that kind 
of tag? 


No, that’s why it doesn’t say Orange 


County anything anymore on the 
record. I’m not big into running around 
screaming and yelling about what town 
you re from, it doesn’t carry much more 
weight other than being the place where 
your parents fucked! 


Do you have any longer term ideas 
with Speak? 
Oh absolutely, that’s one big worry with 
me, that none of my bands seem to last 
for more than two years. We’ve got 
more touring planned this years with 
Speak than the other two bands 
combined. I get along well with these 
guys, I live with two of the people in 
the band so I think we've got a good 
chance. We’ve got a lot on our plate, 
we re supposed to come over to Europe 
in August. Also Revelation is recording 
a 5 song ep with us towards the end of 
this year. I think a reason why bands 
break up is because they don’t have 
prospects or their schedule is unclear 
and their downtime kills them. Luckily 
we ve got a lot of concrete goals in the 
calendar. 
Do you hope this time you can put 
things right in Europe, that didn’t 
work out with No For 
Answer? 
Well, I don’t much care 
(laughs)! I don’t mean I 
don’t care about Europe, 
I have the same attitude 
towards the States. I 
wrote these songs, I mean 
what I say, and I want to 
come out and share them 
with people. I hope the band 
inspires debate, be it moral, 
political or whatever. Always 
on tour you end up in a lot of 
stimulating conversations, 
whether they come from 
interviews or personal attacks. 
Come what may, you always go 
home with somebody bitter and 
somebody sure that you're ill- 
motivated. No For An Answer didn’t 
particularly perform that well on some 
nights in Europe and I’m ashamed of 
that, anything about No For An Answer 
being in Europe I have no problem with. 
Anybody who perceives it as being this 
type of gesture or that type of gesture, 
well that’s their perception, I know my 
realities and I wouldn't shy away from 
answering their questions, but I don’t 
go over there with the intention of 
proving to them that I’m a good guy or 
that I can do a real band ... Running 
for office in the hardcore scene is not a 
healthy thing and it doesn’t work, it’s 
the most cynical audience in the world! 


show round up 


Rounding up the first few months of shows 
and events in Berlin, it’s been a pretty busy 
time for me, not only going to the shows 
and checking out the bands, but also 
starting to book my own shows in smaller 
clubs here together with Dietmar, René 
and Thomas. Why another gig collective 
you may ask, well with a lot of naive 
enthusiasm we started up with the 
intention of giving smaller bands the 
chance of a show here in a friendly 
atmosphere and giving local bands the 
opportunity of playing/ making contact 
with bands from out of town. It kicked off 
on the second of January, in the Sportler- 
treff, with Sick Society, Loxiran and 
Acheborn. The club is run in a former 
squat (next door to a police station of all 
places...) run by by the people who live 
there. It was pretty surprising to see the 
amount of people who showed up, after 
poening the door at 9 pm we had to close 
“em down only two hours later. 200 people 
in the club provided an atmosphere like a 
Finnish sauna, not bad for the start of 
January! SICK SOCIETY played 
(apparently their final show) and earned 
a lot of support. LOXIRAN rocked the 
house with their energetic and aggressive 
‘core, but they also made it clear they 
weren't there to play in front of brainless 
thugs. Their German lyrics are very 
engaged and they difinitely stand 
behind what they 
pon’ stay alone acho \\\ sing, finishing 
FORA wa their set with 
tals ene Citizen’s 
& «)  Arrest’s “Serve 
er —. & Protect” and 
» the crowd 
*. going bezerk. 
No time to 
» relax as 
ACHEBORN 
took the. 
stage, 
an warming 
people to 
? 38 INSEL their me- 
ih 02.2 g,an Trentowerbat® tallic new 
pie inset bit trent school metallic 
hardcore. A cool start to the year 
then. A couple of weeks later we had 
the pleasure of seeing CAUSE FOR 
ALARM and locals PLAIN. Plain 
impressed a lot of people with their NY 
style, drummer Torsten used to play in 
Punishable Act and you could hear that 
influence in some songs. Old timers CFA 
were a definite hit, knocking out new tunes 
alongside songs over 15 years old, and you 
couldn't tell the difference! Frontman 


Keith has a lot of experience and it 
definitely showed, he definitely helped 
create a warm atmosphere on an otherwise 
freezing Winter night. A few days after 
we had a show in the Bécklerpark, a 
friendly club in Kreuzberg (where else) 
free of business types and with cheap 
drinks prices. Dietmar’s band CATHODE 
RAY MISSION were first up, providing a 
welcome chaos with their crazy songs 
(check out their demo review). Surprise 
guest of the evening was Real singer Andy 
performing a double speed version of the 
Neg Approach classic “Tied Down”. 
TEMPEST played a tight set of aggressi- 
ve new school tunes, and LEBENSRE- 
FORM rounded the evening off nicely. No 
time to rest ‘cos the next night Holland’s 
BAMBIX were in the Sportlertreff, 
definitely an under-rated band with a 
strong show that reminded me of bands 
like Tilt and Life But How To Live It? i.e. 
catchy up-tempo punk rock with female 
vocals. Thomas the Holly had an 
unforunate incident at the next show 
leaving him on crutches for the next few 
weeks for the crime of dancing to TEN 
YARD FIGHT! They headlined a SXE 
dream package consisting of them, ONE 
KING DOWN and HANDS TIED along 
with local hopes AIRADO and 
BREAKING FREE. Winners of the night 
were TEN YARD FIGHT who were lively 
enough to get even the oldest, most cynical 
observers onto the dancefloor (beer in 
hand, probably not what the band 
expected!) and have a laugh. A couple of 
days later I headeed out to check out JUNE 
OF 44, I arrived at 9 pm, the place was 
packed and the support band had already 
finished! They played a cool set but it was 
too crowded to really enjoy it, anyway 
afterwards I had a cool chat and a few 
beers with bass-player and ex- Hoover 
Fred Erskine. 


At the end of February we had another 
show in Bécklerpark, this time with 
REPROVE, TREADMILL and DRUCK- 
KAMMER. Quite a few people turned out, 
and all three bands went down well, 
Treadmill with their quiet emo thing, 
Druckkammer with a metallic blast and 
singer Ralf busting his trousers and 
performing in his underwear, and 
Reprovefor the first time demonstrating 
theirchange in style, pretty close to what 
band like Grade are doing. Into March, 
and it was back into the sweatbox called 
Sportlertreff, new Berlin band REJECT 
THE LIMIT made a lot of new friends 
with their straight ahead old school style, 


BEAT DOWN became heroes overnight 
with a wild set from both band and crowd, 
featuring a surprise guest (ha ha!) for their 
encore performance of Madball’s “It’s My 


MIOZAN had a tough 
job following that up but did it in fine 

style. The next show was a cool night out 
with the BRUISERS, firstly I went with 
them to check out a European football 
match from HERTHA BSC, which they 
definitely enjoyed and then onto the show. 
The venue was a bit stupid in my opinion, 
having a disco on at the same time on 
another floor, and with only one entrance 
to the club, you had to wait in a queue 
outside for maybe half an hour, so most of 
the people missed support band BLOOD 
FOR BLOOD. Needless to say, .. Bruisers 
performed a classic (but short) set that was 


Show round up 


huge party. The beer flowed everywhere, 
singer Jimmy G is one of the best 
entertainers in hardcore yesterday, today, 
forever, and you can bet that there were a 
good number of hangovers the morning 


cheered by the punks, skins 
and hardcores alike. 
Schalke fans had a hard 
time that night (they beat, 
local team Hertha) but I 
didn’t mind seeing as I 
got a ride home from/ 
someone ‘cos no-one 
else would talk with 
him!!In between the 
shows a few people 
had parties in- where t 
else - Franken bar, p, atth 
always a good - 
occasion to sit with a ton of people in a 

crowded room, knock back the beers, li- 
sten to loud music and occasionally 
witness that old favourite, the bar-room 
brawl. Happy birthday then to Mosh and 
C.T. Thomas! Back over to Bécklerpark a 
few weeks later and my friends 
DIMINISHED played an awesome show 
to not many people, I can’t understand 
why more people aren’t into them?! They 
were supported by crazy Dessau band 3 
MINUTE HERO who you couldn’t help 
but enjoy, even if (like me) you didn’t und- 


BATTERY 
nese 


erstand their accent, Dessau must be a 
fried place! Bang up to date, at the 
start of April we were treated to 
« ENSIGN, DISCIPLINE and 
(7 MURPHY’S LAW in the good old 
(sHc) $036, a lot of people arrived late 


and missed out on a great loud set from 
Ensign, most of them caught the 
bulldozing set from those Dutch bad boys 
Discipline, and when Murphy’s Law 
played the only way to describe it was as a 


If you play in a 
band and you're 
interested in doing 
a small show in a 
club like Sportler- 
treff or 
Boécklerpark the 
write me a note 
and sent me a tape 
(Tom c/o Over 
The Edge address) 
and we'll see if we 
can work 


something out ... 
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SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


In my opinion one of the 
most interesting bands 1 

the Belgian scene righ 
now is Spirit Of Youth. 


of that, add a large dose 
of traditional hardcore - 
bands like Cro Mags, 
Bloodline etc. - and 
work their own style into 
the mix to create a cool 
modern, progressive 
sound. They ‘ve existed 
on and off for around 
seven years now and 
finally it seems that 
people are giving them 
the attention they 
deserve. I had a lengthy 
conversation with 
guitarist Dominiek, 
Which sometimes 
wondered away from the 
subject of the band 
(believe me this guy can 
alk for hours!), and 
unfortunately the 
recording came ou 
pretty badly, but read o 
and discover a little 
more about this rising 
band. 


To begin with, I want to ask you about 
the development of the Belgian scene in 
the last couple of years, in “92 the slogan 
was “Positive, Political, Powerful” and 
that’s what the bands kinda stood 
behind. Nowadays the scene seems to 
have evolved away from the political 
side quite drastically.... 

I think in the beginning, Nations On Fire 
were one of the first bands to bring the 
politics into the scene, but not every band 
nowadays wants to talk about the political 
stuff you know. A lot of shit is happening 
here on the political side and nothing 
happens, like we've been paying taxes for 
two years for this court case of a guy who 
molests children! All 
the people working on 
that case, we’ve been 
paying for them! But 
basically most of the 
bands here don’t really 
have political views. 
They more deal with 
stuff that happens in the 
scene, and with 
vegetarian issues - stuff 
that looks cool but in 
fact isn’t, because the 
political stuff is a lot 
more serious. 

Onto the band now, 
you changed labels recently (from Sober 
Mind to Goodlife), why was that? 
Well a lot of stuff happened that we 
werent happy about. We talked sometimes 
with Edward ‘cos we're friends with him, 
and basically he gave us the chance to 
move a step forward with the band. The 
problem was that we spoke about 
changing labels for a while before it 
happened and then Hans from Sober Mind 
was one of the last people to know about 
it. I think that between us saying things 
and what Hans heard things got twisted 
and it made us out to be a lot harder with 
him that we originally meant. 

OK, you just put out a split record with 
One King Down, is that all new 
material? 

Yeah, four new songs. On the “Source” 
cd there was just one new song, and so I 
think this release more represents the band 
as it is now. More melodic and it reflects 
the style that we come up with now. We 
put four songs on the record to give people 


the chance to know the style a little better, 
and to know the material already for when 
we play live. I think with One King Down, 
they didn’t take the release too seriously, 
they put one song off the “Bloodlust 
Revenge” Ip on there and another older 
song. 

On the new stuff you've also definitely 
slowed down. 

Yeah that’s right. It’s not really metal core, 
but it touches on that. It’s more melodic 
through the singing and the tunes that we 
use. I have to admit I’m proud of those 
songs! People have started believing in us 
and it’s encouraged us to get working 
already on our next release. 

Did you find it hard to come back as a 


band after you hadn't played for a few 
years? 

In the beginning I had to not get my hopes 
up, it was starting from scratch again. 
Three different people learning the old 
songs that only me and my brother already 
knew. At the start we sucked, but I knew 
that something would come out of it. Like 
when you listen to the “Source” Ip now, 
the vocals are kind of nagging, and that’s 
something that we worked on, I think you 
can hear the improvement. 

I have to ask, how old were you when 
you started Spirit Of Youth? 
(laughing)... er, I was twelve and my bot- 
her ten! I remember not knowing if people 
were taking us seriously, but I knew from 
people who were very direct to us like 
Hans for example, they knew that we had 
to get informed about what goes on. I think 
maybe for that moment we were doing it 
mostly because our friends were doing it. 
But then dedication came over the next 
few years, and now it’s a lot more clear. 


We work a lot more on the lyrics and 
everything that surrounds the music. Back 
then it was more a friends thing, now it’s 
still there of course. I think when you're 
little you don’t so much notice the angry 
people, the bad people it’s all your friends 
you know. At that time you guys from 
England, Ironside, and the people from 
Germany who came over for the festivals 
were all friends. Hardcore was a friendship 
movement for us. That’s the main reason 
why we're still here, it was like a really 
devoted scene with people doing things 
for each other. 

Do you see things different now? 
Well, I see as you get older you get more 
serious about everything and sometimes 
you have problems and arguments with 
people. You get to see the harder side of 
things, and the business side of things, 
that sucks but I guess it has to be done. 
For the friendship thing, people are still 
friends, you move from one group of 
friends to another, you make and lose 
contact with people, that’s normal. 
When you finished Spirit and started 
Solid, what kind of reaction did you get 
from the straight edge scene that you 
had been in contact with? 

We started the band when I was listening 
to a lot of metal and more New York stuff. 


At the same time my brother stopped being 
straight edge and we weren't focussed on 
that any more. My brother kept the 
vegetarian basis, it was still an important 
factor - you can do harm to yourself but 
don’t involve other creatures you know. 
People kind of stopped asking us to play 
shows, and that was wierd, lots of shows 
were going on but we weren't invited, we 
felt pretty locked out. At that time a lot of 
bands pushed the straight edge thing too, 
putting up the border really high and 
shutting the others out. Militant songs and 
that kind of thing. That put people off 
listening to us. Now though, the bands that 
had those messages changed personally 
too, and in my opinion they're the 
hypocrites, trendy people who have kind 
of disappeared now. We always stayed true 
to ourselves you know, we always showed 
what we really are. 

Are you getting more accepted by the 
‘cool crowd’ now that you’re on Good 
Life? 

It’s pretty funny you know. We got so 
much more interest in Spirit Of Youth 
from other parts of Belgium, near the 
German and Dutch borders. We play a lot 
of shows round there with bands like 
Kindred. So we weren't a part of that 
whole H8000 scene anyway. The people 


SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


over there made us feel really at home, 
much more than in our own local area. 
Have you played much out of Belgium 
since you got together again? 
yeah, we played a cool show in Paris with 
Comin’ Correct and Krutch. That was 
cool, since we played with them before in 
Belgium when we had Solid going, and 
had quite a lot of contact with them. We're 
hopefully gonna do a split with 25 Ta Life 
on Back Ta Basics soon, and when Ed- 
ward was talking about 25 Ta Life touring 
again it was a good chance to do a 
European tour for us. 

When are you starting preparations for 
your next album? 

We've been rehearsing at least 3 times a 
week, and w’re due to record in some time 
in April. We still have to work on one or 
two songs. It’s definitely our strongest 
songs that are gonna make the record 
though. 

OK one final question, do you think 
you ll ever do a band without your brot- 
her? 

Er, ... | don’t think so! I’ve really learnt 
how to play along to his drumming style. 
I would like to play with different people 
just to try some things out, but I don’t 
think it would ever click like me and my 
brother. 


REAL 


I guess Berlin is, for a number of reasons, 
known for the hard-sounding bands it has 
produced over the years. But it has always 
also produced all kinds of bands trying 
out for something a little different to what 
others are doing - enter REAL. The band 
existed for a while in 1995 playing a 
number of shows both in and out of town, 
but for some reason 
they faded away as 
various members 
got more involved 
in other projects. 
Towards the end of 
1996, singer Andy 
and guitarist Alexis decided 1 to get the 
band back together, feeling that having 
never recorded anything or played much, 
the band never reached its full potential. 
Quickly establishing a new line up and 
writing a whole new set, the band was 
lucky enough to have their first show with 
that line up, opening for Sick Of It All in 
Berlin’s S036. What made them attract 
attention was their use of lots of melody 


SHORIA 


Here in Berlin, there’s a very stable 
hardcore scene, with the bands that 
everybody knows, and the familiar faces 
you see around all the time. In that sense, 
it can be quite a thing for a newish band 
to kind of establish themselves. One such 
band is SHORTAGE, who through sheer 


and groove, and the fact that Andy actually 
sings, taking a number of people by 
surprise. Once they got over that, they 
hooked onto the fact that Real are actually mae 
decent songwriters, coming up with tunes 
that stick in your head long after the last 
notes have sounded out. To be honest, it’s 
quite hard to exactly pin down the 
style of music that Real play, with 
the band listening to all kinds of 
music and bringing a variety of 
influence with them to the 
practice room. Even when I asked 
Andy about this, he had to admit 
“T don’t know. We just write the 
music, and play the songs that come out, 
regardless of what style they are.” To 
generalise, if you think of bands like Shift, 
Into Another, Life Of Agony, Only Living 
Witness etc. you get an idea of where the 
band is coming from. Nine months after 
the band had got together, they went into 
the studio, the result of which is called 
“Words Won't Reach”, and is available as 
a mini cd on Mad Mob Records - quite a 


hard work and many 
shows in all manner of 
places around town, 
have definitely put 
themselves on the map 
in the Berlin hardcore 
scene. And this young 
band from Kreuzberg have a lot going for 
them right now - a solid straight edge base 
principle, and the ability to see beyond a 
potentially limited audience by playing on 
all kinds of bills with hardcore, crust, punk 
and crossover bands - and obviously 
enjoying it so that you can’t help but having 
a smile on your face when they finish their 
set. Over the past year, they’ve 
also managed to establish their 
musical direction, opting for 
hard grooves, taking a new 
school approach and slowing the 
process down to create a brutal 
metallic power-sound. The band 
members are always around at 
the shows in Berlin, and are 
always open, friendly and 
genuinely pleased when people 
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departure in mae for the label too! Right 
now they are playing as many shows as 
possible, and writing new material, as 
they will be going back to the studio in 
the Summer to start work on their debut 
Ip. So if you're open to different styles of 
hardcore then I think you should do 
yourselves all a favour and check out 
Real. Contact : c/o Alexis Hildebrandt, 
Zossener Str. 50, 


u 


take an interest in their music. At a time 
when it seems that cynicism almost rules 
the scene, it’s important to have bands 
around like Shortage. Right now their 
debut self- released mini cd is available, 
and for those of you interested, it is the 
perfect introduction to a band full of potential. 
Contact Shortage c/o David Gartner 
Baerwaldstr.3, 10961 Berlin 


I could write an outro but somehow I felt more into leting some pictures from the last day go through my head and your eyes...and who are you. 


To get in touch with OVER THE 
EDGE 


write to: 


OVER THE EDGE 


c/o Marc 
Oranienstr.37 
10999 Berlin - Kreuzberg 
Ph: 030 614 01 300 
Fax: 030 - 614 01 302 
side worker: 
Tom Chapman 
Thanks for helping doing it: 
Krzystoff, Bianka,Ute, Buckel, 
all the bands in that issue, Tim 
Ensign, Mike for Blood, Carl 
Gunhouse, everyboady who 
supported oure ideas with the 
ad’s, Kuddel & Frank, 
Onno,Edward, Marko R, ,Steve 
E.V., Mosh, Al, Gero for both 
issues alright, and thank you for 
supporting the idea. 


Marc Top five TOM Top five 

1. SPEAK 714 knee deep in Guilt 1, AGNOSTIC FRONT new Ip 
2. IN COLD BLOOD 2. STALKER live 

3. DROPKICK MURPHYS Do or Die 3. SPEAK 714 Ip 

4. AGNOSTIC FRONT new Ip 4. ULCER all 


5. BREAKDOWN Ip 5. BRUISERS live 


OVER THE EDGE is one of the Positive Force Actions and is so far a two monthly publication, 
and a NON PROFIT one. All work is done of the Believe in it and every profit goes into the idea 
of Positive Force or some organisations we like to support and cooperate with in this way. 


Discover... 


Bird of ill omen 
“Self, dare you still breathe?” CD 


MORNING AGAIN 


zo TA LIFE 


Morning Again/25 Ta Life 
“Split” 7” & CD single 


New Day Rising 
“Memoirs of cynicism” CD 


One King Down/ 
Spirit of Youth 
“Split” LP & MCD 


‘EULOGY RECORDINGS’ 


BIRD OF ILL OMEN can be compared to other 
great Florida sXe bands such as Morning Again or 
Strongarm... a must! A complete NEW DAY 
RISING full length, painful emo with a slight metal 
touch... discography CD out soon on Eulogy, too! 
RED LETTER DAY are a wonderful, melodic emo 
band in the vein of TITR or Get Up Kids... an 
incredible debut, not to be missed! Next on Eulogy: 
Upheaval med! & New day rising: Discography CD 
Run by John of Morning Again - distributed 
exclusively outside USA by Goodlife Recordings 

Red letter day 

“Debut” MCD 


2 of the world’s greatest HC bands team up for 
the split of the year ! MORNING AGAIN and 

25 TA LIFE present their 2-song split 7” - 3 songs 
on the cd-single! SPIRIT OF YOUTH team up with 
NY's ONE KING DOWN, 6 songs of straight edge 
power on this split MCD/LP RACIAL ABUSE 
‘what mirrors conceal’ mcd,a fresh start for a 
wonderful & dedicated sXe band. 

Send us a nice letter for a 

complete mailorder catalog! 

Goodlife still has the 

FASTEST, most reliable 

mailorder in the world of 

Straight Edge Hardcore ! 

Try us In het Nederlands, 

Auf Deutsch, In English, 

En Francais! 


Racial Abuse 
“What mirrors conceal” MCD 


GOOD LIFE RECORDINGS - P.O. BOX 114, 8500 KORTRIJK, BELGIUM - www.goodliferecordings.com 


REFUSED 
INK & DAGGER 


31.05. Chemnitz, Ger./Tahlschock 

01.06. M-Esterhofen, Ger./Ballroom 

02.06. Bielefeld, Ger./AJZ 

03.06. Kontich, B./Lintfabrik 

04.06. D-Mohnheim, Ger./Sojus 7 

05.06. Blieskastel (Saarland), Ger./P-Werk 
06.06. Leuwarden, Net./Frozenland Festival 
. Hulsfred, S./Festival 


HATEBREED & BLOODLET 
23.05. Chemnitz,Ger./ Tahlschock 
24.05. AS-Dilsen,Ger./AS Club 
25.05. M-Esterhofen, Ger./Ballroom 
26.05. Milano, |./Container 
28.05. Roncardo, |./New Age 
29.05. Zug, CH./Industrie 45 
‘i 4 » 30.05. Reinfelden by Lérrach, Ger./Juz 


31.05. Eindhoven, Net./Dynamo Festival 


a 01.06. D.-Mohnheim, Ger./Sojus 

MORE INFOS: 02.06. Mentzingen, Ger./Club Thing 

03.06. Bochum, Ger./Zwichenfall 

05.06. Salzgitter, Ger./Forellenhof 

06.06. Rotterdam, Net./ De Barog 

07.06. Rouen, F./Le Lezard 

08.06. Koblenz, Ger./Supp Kulture 

09.06. Tannhausen, Ger./Juz 

10.06. Schweinfurt, Ger./Alter Stadtbahnhof 
11.06. Lugau, Ger./Landei 

12.06. Berlin,Ger./ S036 

13.06. Geel, B./Axion Mid Summer Festival 
14.06. Amsterdam, Net./Mid Summer Festival 
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BATTERY 

BETTER THAN A THOUSAND 
Veil 

22.05. Bochum, Ger./Zwischenfall 

23.05. Salzgitter, Ger./Forellenhof 

24.05. Dilsen/As, Bel./As Club 

25.05. Kassel, Ger./Spot 

26.05. Wil, Swi./Remis 

27.05. Ulm-Langenau/JUZ 

29.05. Szombatheley, Hun./Vegalomas 

30.05. Esterhofen, Ger./Ballroom 

31.05. Eindhoven, Net./Dynamo Open Air 

01.06. D-Mohnheim, Ger./ Sojus 7 

02.06. Salzwedel, Ger./Ausrangiert 

03.06. Poznan, P./Dziedziniec Zamkowy 

05.06. Leeuwarden, Net./Frozen Land Festival 

06.06. Vanersborg, Swe./Vanersrocken 

08.06. Bielefeld, Ger./Ajz 

09.06. Blieskastel, Ger./P-Werk 

10.06. Schweinfurt, Ger./Alter Stadtbahnhof 

11.06. Chemnitz, Ger./AJZ 

12.06. Berlin, Ger./ SO 36 

13.06. Geel, Bel./Axion, Midsummer Hardcore Party 

14.06. Amsterdam, Net./Midsummer Hardcore Party 


AGNOSTIC FRONT 


Powerhouse 
°°°with Indesicion 

27.05. Budapest, H./E-Club 
28.05. Chemnitz, Ger./Tahlschock 
29.05. Berlin, Ger./SO 36 
30.05. Eindhoven, Net./Dynamo Festival 
31.05. Luzern, Ch./Schirr 
01.06. Turin, |./Babylon 
03.06. Prag, Cz./Roxy Club 
04.06. M-Esterhofen, Ger./Ballroom 
05.06. Hamburg, Ger./Markthalle 
06.06. Vanersborg, S./Vanersrock Festival 
07.06. Herford, Ger./Kick 
08.06. Koblenz, Ger./ Supp Kultur°°° 
09.06. Solingen, Ger./Getaway°°° 
10.06. Stuttgart, Ger./Die R6hre°°° 
11.06. Bochum, Ger./Zeche°°° 
12.06. Freiburg, Ger./Haus der Jugend°°° 
13.06. Geel, B./Axion Mid Summer Festival 
14.06. Amsterdam, Net,/Mid Summer Festival 


MAXIMUM PENALTY 


+Misfits 


31.05 Eindhoven, Net./ Dynamo Festival 
02.06. Brussel, B./ Magazine 4 

03.06 Koblenz, Ger./Supp Kulture + 

04.06 Bochum, Ger./Zwichenfall 

05.06 Salzgitter, Ger./Forellenhof 

07.06 Herford, Ger./Kick + 

08.06 Schweinfurt, Ger./Alter Stadtbahnhof + 
09.06 Stuttgart, Ger./Rohre + 

11.06 Chemnitz, Ger./Tahlschok + 

12.06 Berlin, Ger./SO 36 

13.06 Geel, B./Mid Summer Festival 

14.06 Amsterdam, Net./Mid Summer Festival 
14.06 Den Bosh, Net./tba 


Y 257A LIFE 
SPIRIT OF YOUTH 


29.05 Luibeck, Ger./Treibsand 

30.05 Eindhoven, Net./Dynamo Festival 
31.05 Rennes, Fra./tba 

01.06. Limoges, Fra./t.b.a. 

02.06. San Sebastian, Esp./ Mogambo 
7 03.06. Madrid, Esp./ Trilobite 

| 05.06. Malaga, Esp. / Abisinja : 
06.06. Barcelona, Esp./ Ataneu Popular de Vall [© 
07.06. Marseille, F./tba 

08.06. Zug,CH./ Industrie 45 

09.06. Rheinfelden/Lérrach, Ger./JUZ 
10.06. Genf, CH./Cave Ilot 13 

11.06. Achen, Ger./ Musikbunker 

12.06. Osnabriick, Ger./Ostbunker 

13.06. Geel, B./Axion, Mid Summer Festival 
14.06. Sneek, Net./Bolwerk 

16.06. Bochum, Ger./Zwischenfall 
17.06. Koblenz, Ger./Supp Kulture 
19.06. Berlin, Ger./SO36 

20.06. Chemnitz, Ger./AJZ 

21.06. Cottbus, Ger./Stidstadt 

22.06. Schweinfurt, Ger./Stadtbahnhof 
23.06. Hamburg, Ger./ Molotove 
25.06. Ulm-Langenau, Ger./Juz 
26.06. Veenendaal, Net./Escape 
27.06. Kortijk, B./CO 

01.07. Ravena, |./Paladeandre 

03.07. Szomerbthley, Ung./t.b.c 
04.07. M-Esterhofen, Ger./Ballroom 
05.07. Dilsen-As, Bel./Elckerlyk 
06.07. London, GB./tba 

07.07. Birmingham, GB./Foundry 
08.07. Brad ford, GB./ Rio 

09.07. Shefild, GB./ Corporation 
10.07. Dour Festival, B. 


. Eindhoven, Ger./ Club Dynamo 


MADBALL 
28.06 Dessel, B./Grasspop Metal Meeting 
29.06 Birmingham, GB./Foundry 
01.07 London, GB./Electric Ballroom 
02.07 Eindhoven, Net./Effenar 
03.07 Amsterdam, Net./Melkweg,Max 
04.07 Rennes, F./Open Air 
05.07 Limoges, F./tba 
06.07 Genf, CH./Cave Ilot13 
07.07 Zurich, CH./Luv Club 
08.07 Ravena, |./ Paladeandre 
09.07 Pisa, |./Metarock Open Air 
10.07 Biela, |./Babylonia 
11.07 Liege, B./Dour Festival 
12.07 Zwickau, Ger./With Full Force Festival 
13.07 Essen, Ger./Zeche Carl 
14.07 Stuttgart, Ger./Longhorn 
15.07 Munchen,Ger./Babylon 
16.07 Berlin, Ger./SO 36 
17.07 Hamburg, Ger./Markthalle 
18.07 Minster, Ger./Masterplan Festival 
19.07 K6In, Ger./Live Musik Ha 


SNAPCASE + SURFACE 


03.07 Wiesbaden, Ger./Festival 

04.07 Prag, Cz./Skate Festival 

05.07 Oberwart, Aus./Mind Over Matter Festival 
06.07 Munchen, Ger./Ballroom 

07.07 Bielefeld, Ger./Falkendom 

08.07 Bochum, Ger./Zwichenfall 

09.07 Berlin, Ger./SO36 

10.07 Salzwedel, Ger./Ausrangiert 

11.07 Dour Festival, Belgien 


12.07 Sjock Festival, Belgien 


SHEER TERROR 


30.06 Bochum, Ger./Zwischenfall 

02.07 Berlin, Ger./SO 36 

04.07 Oberwart, Aus./ Mind Over Matter Festival 
05.07 M-Esterhofen, Ger./Ballroom 

07.07 Belgien/tba 

10.07 Schweinfurt, Ger./Festival 

11.07 Zwickau, Ger./Full Force Festival 

12.07 Liege, B./Dour Festival 


DICKIES 
03.07. Bochum, Ger./Zwichenfall 
04.07. Oberwart, Aus./Mind Over Matter 
05.07. Stuttgart, Ger./Rohre 
06.07. Hamburg, Ger./Fabrik 
09.07. Hannover, Ger./Bad 
10.07. Berlin,Ger./SO36 
18.07. M-Esterhofen, Ger./Ballroom 
19.07. Koblenz, Ger./Supp Kultur 
21.07. Marl, Ger./Schacht 8 


RYKER’S 

13.06. Altmark Open Air 

10.07. Zwickau, Ger./With Full Force Festival 
13.07. Essen, Ger./Zeche Carl 

14.07. Stuttgart, Ger./Longhorn 

15.07. Munchen, Ger./Babylon 

16.07. Berlin, Ger./SO36 

17.07. Hamburg, Ger./Markthalle 

18.07. Minster, Ger./Masterplan Festival 

. Kéln, Ger./Live Music Hall 

. Rudersberg, Ger/Rems-Murr Kreis Open Air 
.08. Rostock, Ger./Force Atack Festival 
03.07 Wiesbaden, Ger./Festival 


HARD RESISTANCE 


12.06, Altmark Open Air 


ae 


21.08. Bochum, Ger./Zwichenfall A aie : 3 

23.08. Akkerpop, B./Open Air MIOZAN DISCIPLINE 

24.08. Blieskastel, Ger./P-Werk 21.06. Sittard,Net./tba : ‘ 
27.08. Schweinfurt, Ger./Alter Stadtbahnhof 01.08. Saarstadt, Ger./Open Air Gleisdorf, Aus./Festival 


05, 
29.08. Qwedlinburg, Ger./OpenAir 4 . SURFACE 
a 19.06. Hilversum, Net./tba 


_~ 4 
Vorschau: 


CULTURE, SPEAK 714 (ex NO FOR AN ANSWER , 411, ex IGNITE ), VISION, MORNING AGAIN 


